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One  way  or  another,  in  preten 
or  in  sincerety,  Christ  is  < 
forth,  and  for  that  I  rejoice. 

Philippians  1,  ' 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  write  this  foreword 
the  sermons  of  the  Most  Reverend  Dr.  Mar  Aprem  of  tf 
"Ancient  Church  of  the  East." 

When  I  was  a  student  of  Theology  some  30  years  ag: 

I  knew  nothing  about  this  great  church  and  her  history 
In  fact  in  one  of  my  books  I  had  to  read  that  this  churc 
was  almost  dead  and  without  any  evangelical  outreach 
Years  later  I  had  the  privilege  to  meet  His  Grace  in  nr 
parsonage  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Germany.  Ever  sinc< 
those  days  I  watch  his  activities  in  the  various  fields  o 
the  Church. 

As  a  protestant  minister  I  was  brought  up  in  a  Churcl' 
that  came  into  being  because  the  Gospel  had  almost  beer 
forgotten  and  preaching  the  Word  of  God  was  rare.  Thu* 
from  Reformation  time  on  my  church  has  stressed  ven 
much  upon  this  vital  charge  of  our  Lord  as  Paul  is  puttinc 
it:  "We  conclude  that  faith  is  awakened  by  the  message 
and  the  message  that  awakens  it  comes  through  the  wor< 
of  Christ."  (Romans  10,  17) 

So  I  rejoice  that  His  Grace  has  taken  the  time  and  th< 
burden  to  write  down  some  of  his  sermons  to  be  read  no 
only  in  his  congregations.  I  wish  this  book  will  be  sprea< 
throughout  the  Holy  Apostolic  Church  as  a  contributior 
of  one  of  her  branches  to  nourish  the  whole  body. 

Arenshorst/'Germany 

Sunday  Sexagesimae  Dr*  Karl-Heinz  Kuhlmanr 
February  7,  1 988 


INTRODUCTION 


“Sermons  from  Gospels ”  was  the  title  I 
announced  a  few  years  ago  as  my  forthcoming 
book.  Although  I  had  planned  to  publish  it  in 
1982  or  83,  my  work  of  writing  books  became 
slower  than  I  had  anticipated.  Moreover  some 

other  books  had  to  be  written.  The  travelogues 
From  Bagdad  to  Chicago  in  English  and  Through 

the  footsteps  of  Christ  in  Malayalam  were  written 
after  my  foreign  trips  in  1984  and  1985. 

Every  Sunday  and  on  festival  days  I 

preached.  But  I  never  took  the  time  to  write 
down  my  sermons.  From  my  experience  I  know 

that  there  are  clergy  in  our  Church  who  do  not 

have  the  time,  training  or  inclination  to  prepare 
sermons  or  to  write  the  sermons  down.  To  help 
such  preachers  these  sermons  were  prepared. 

So  far  my  writings  included  biographies, 
histories,  Jokes,  music  etc.  Sermon  was  a 


10 


SERMONS  FROM  THE  GOSPELS 


definite  deficiency  indeed.  The  present  book 
may  D.  V.  remedy  this  defect. 

The  order  followed  in  this  book  is  the 
liturgical  year  of  the  Church  of  the  East.  This 
lectionary  is  very  ancient.  For  centuries 
generations  of  faithful  worshippers  in  this 
ancient  Church  must  have  heard  these  gospel 
lessons  and  expositions  from  the  pulpit.  In  this 
volume  I  have  followed  from  the  beginning  of 
Advent  to  the  day  of  Pentecost.  The  second 
part  will  be  from  after  Pentecost  to  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  Advent. 

The  period  covered  in  this  volume  is 
approximately  six  months  from  the  second 
Sunday  of  December  to  the  last  Sunday  of  May. 
There  are  26  Sundays  plus  several  festival  days 
and  Memorial  days. 

This  first  half  year  is  more  important  than 
the  second  half,  i.e.  from  June  to  Dec.  Because 
all  the  important  events  from  four  weeks  before 
the  birth  of  Christ  till  seven  weeks  after  the 
resurrection  of  Christ  are  covered.  In  other 
words,  we  have  covered  from  the  first  chapters 
of  the  four  gospels  to  the  final  chapters  of  the 
gospels  in  this  period. 

Fifty  two  sermons  are  given  in  this  book. 
Actually  only  a  period  of  26  weeks,  the  first  half 
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of  the  year  is  covered.  But  in  addition  to  26 
Sundays  of  this  period  all  the  festivals  such  as 
Christmas,  Epiphany,  Maundy  Thursday, 
Ascension,  as  well  as  Memorials  of  St  Mary, 

St  Stephen,  St  Peter  &  St  Paul,  St  Geevarghese, 
Greek  Malpans,  Syriac  Malpans  etc  are  covered. 

There  is  a  sermon  on  the  Good  Friday  also. 
There  is  no  Qurbana  on  that  day.  Still  there  is 
the  reading  of  Gospel  mentioned  in  the 
Lectionary  to  be  used  for  the  prayer  service 
of  the  Good  Friday. 

There  are  gospel  portions  mentioned  for 
Qurbana  on  all  week  days  in  the  last  week, 
middle  week  and  the  final  week  of  the  Lent.  All 
Fridays  of  the  Lent  season  also  have  Gospel 
portions  to  be  read  for  the  Qurbana.  But 
sermons  for  those  week  days  are  not  prepared. 
Usually  being  week  days  and  working  days  in 
India  we  read  the  gospel  portions  for  the 
Qurbana  but  do  not  preach  on  them.  In  India, 
at  the  Marth  Mariyam  Church  in  Trichur,  there 

is  Qurbana  on  week  days  not  only  in  the  Lenten 
season,  but  every  week  throughout  the  year.  But 

gospel  portions  are  not  mentioned  in  the 

Lectionary.  Therefore  the  priest  reads  the 
gospel  according  to  his  own  choice.  The  reading 

of  the  gospel  is  compulsory  for  every  Qurbana. 
The  Old  Testament  reading  is  omitted  on  the 
ordinary  days. 
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One  special  feature  of  this  sermon  is  that  it 
refers  to  a  Bible  commentator  Mar  Ishodad  of 
Merv  who  was  the  Bible  Commentator  in  the 
Church  of  the  East  in  the  9th  century.  Although 

an  English  translation  of  the  commentary  of  the 
gospels  written  in  Aramaic  was  made  by  an 

English  lady  Mrs.  Margaret  Dunlop  Gibson  and 
was  published  by  the  Cambridge  University 
Press  in  1911,  modern  students  have  not  heard 

of  this  book.  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  get  an 
unsold  copy  from  the  Cambridge  while  I  was 

studying  in  England  in  1961.  My  readers  may 
not  agree  with  everything  this  bishop  of  the  9th 
century  had  to  say.  Since  nobody  has  quoted 
from  him  and  most  of  my  readers  do  not  have 
access  to  this  book,  the  present  work  has 
referred  to  some  explanations  given  by  Bishop 
Ishodad  which  could  throw  interesting  inspira¬ 
tion  to  those  who  use  this  book  for  preaching. 

This  book  is  meant  to  be  a  help  for 
preachers.  But  it  is  not  a  complete  sermon  for 
every  time  and  country.  As  my  books  usually 
reach  not  only  India  but  also  Australia,  America, 
England,  Germany,  Sweden,  Iraq,  Iran,  Syria,  I 
feel  that  the  preachers  in  these  countries  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Church  of  the  East  who  use  the  same 
lectionary  will  find  these  sermons  useful  to  be 
an  outline  to  which  they  can  add  their  additional 
points  and  arguments. 


SERMONS  FROM  THE  GOSPELS 


13 


Three  points  for  a  sermon  is  considered  a 
normally  good  practice.  But  there  is  no  such 
strict  rule.  I  have  found  that  3  or  4  points  are 
easier  to  retain  in  the  memory  of  the  people. 
Therefore  I  have  followed  a  three  point  treat¬ 
ment  in  my  sermons  in  general. 

Since  these  are  to  be  used  as  a  sermon 
during  the  holy  Qurbana,  I  have  followed  a 
practice  not  to  exceed  15  minutes  each.  With 
the  sermon  the  whole  service  takes  one  and  a 
half  hour,  even  at  my  speed,  which  is  very  high. 
But  whenever  I  preach  at  a  special  Bible  con¬ 
vention  where  preaching  is  the  main  item  on  the 
agenda  I  speak  for  one  hour  adding  illustrations 
and  jokes. 

If  1  am  permitted  to  repeat  a  joke  which  I 
have  written  in  my  second  book  on  humour 
entitled  Bishops  Jokes  Again ,  I  draw  your 
attention  to  the  Bishop  who  was  long  and  windy 
in  his  sermon.  One  evening,  after  preaching  for 
one  hour  he  asked  the  priest  how  much  more 
time  he  had  to  continue  with  his  sermon.  The 
priest  who  knew  that  the  Bishop  enjoyed  preach¬ 
ing  extra  long  sermons,  replied,  “Bishop,  you 
can  preach  as  long  as  you  want.  The  Church 
peon  has  already  gone  home  leaving  the  keys  of 
the  Church  with  me.  I  shall  now  hand  it  over 
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to  you.  You  can  lock  the  Church  doors  when 
you  finish  your  sermon. ” 

Not  only  preachers,  but  also  ordinary 
Christians,  are  welcome  to  read  this  book  and 
find  inspiration.  These  were  written  prayfully. 
It  is  not  a  mere  intellectual  exercise.  Trusting 
in  the  Lord  I  have  written  down  in  a  readable 
form  some  thoughts  on  the  Gospel  narratives. 

It  is  my  hope  and  prayer  that  in  addition  to 
the  members  of  my  Church,  Christians  belonging 

to  various  traditions,  whether  Pentecostals  or 
Catholic  or  Orthodox,  will  be  benefitted  by  this 
humble  work.  As  I  have  preached  in  Churches 
and  Bible  Conventions  of  various  denominations 
in  India  and  abroad,  I  do  hope  that  this  book 
will  be  used  by  people  of  God  everywhere. 

It  is  a  wise  thing  not  to  announce  when  the 
book  on  the  second  part  covering  from  June  to 
December  will  be  ready.  When  the  second  part  is 
ready,  the  whole  period  will  again  be  covered 
from  the  Epistles  which  we  read  in  the  Holy 
Services.  There  are  a  lot  of  inspirational 
wisdom  in  the  lessons  from  the  Epistles.  For 
the  sake  of  consistency  only,  I  limited  this  book 
to  Gospel  lessons  in  this  first  attempt  of  my 
sermon  series.  After  the  Epistles,  my  desire  is 
to  write  on  the  lessons  from  the  Prophets  which 
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we  read  in  our  services.  No  doubt,  the  prophets 
of  old  have  very  up-to-date  message  for  our 
times. 

My  first  sermon  was  when  I  was  about  15 
years  old.  It  was  on  “faith”.  I  learned  by 
heart  the  verse  Hebrews  11:1  “Now  faith  is  the 
assurance  of  things  hoped  for,  the  conviction  of 
things  not  seen.”  I  looked  up  the  Bible 
Concordance  in  Malayalam  language,  my  mother 
tongue,  and  noted  many  verses  with  the  word 
faith.  That  sermon  was  published,  in  both 
English  and  Malayalam,  in  the  Voice  of  the  East 
magazine. 

Since  then  I  have  preached  in  many  places 
in  both  English  and  Malayalam.  A  few  times,  I 
preached  in  Hindi  near  Jabalpur  and  in  Syriac 
in  Bagdad,  where  the  listeners  must  have  been 
more  intrigued  by  my  imperfect  use  of  both 
Hindi  and  Syriac,  than  by  my  words  of  wisdom. 

St.  Peter  the  fisherman,  by  his  one 
sermon  on  Pentecost  day  got  3000  converts 
and  I  have  preached  about  3000  sermons 
in  the  past  32  years  and  I  cannot  claim 
a  single  convert.  Perhaps  this  is  not  the  place 
to  reveal  my  failures.  Still  the  attention  of  my 
readers  is  drawn  to  this  fact  because  too  much 
stress  on  the  preparation  of  sermons  is  not  my 
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point.  Some  one  has  said  with  apology  to  the 
great  inventor  Edison  that  50%  inspiration  and 
50%  perspiration  will  make  a  well  balanced  and 
much  blessed  sermon. 

Let  readers  be  blessed  with  better  results 
using  the  contents  of  this  book  than  the  author 
of  this  book  himself  had.  May  the  Holy  Spirit 
which  descended  on  the  disciples  on  the  day  of 
the  Pentecost  strengthen  and  inspire  the  readers 
of  this  collection  of  sermons. 

My  heartfelt  gratitude  is  to  Deacon 
T.  O.  Ignatius,  the  Secretary  of  the  Mar 
Thimotheus  Birth  Centenary  Technical  Training 
Centre,  Trichur-1.,  not  oniy  for  coming  forward 
to  publish  this  book,  but  also  for  putting 

pressure  on  me  to  complete  the  writing  of  this 
book.  As  I  haven’t  had  the  habit  of  writing 
down  my  sermons,  it  needed  extra  effort  and 

discipline  as  well  as  additional  reading  to  actu¬ 
ally  write  them  down. 
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Western  29  Nov.  '87 

First  Sunday  of  Advent  Eastern  13  Dec.  '87 

Lulje  1  :  1  -  26 


INTRODUCTION 

The  liturgical  year  begins  with  the  Advent 
season.  In  Syriac  we  call  it  Soobara  which 
means  the  glad  tidings.  It  is  a  season  of  glad 
tidings  to  many  people  as  we  find  in  the  readings 
of  the  Old  Testament  as  well  as  the  gospels. 
There  are  four  weeks  of  this  Soobara  season 
before  Christmas  which  is  on  January  7. 

This  season  begins  with  the  first  chapter  of 
the  gospel  according  to  Luke.  For  a  background 
history  of  the  birth  of  Christ,  Luke  chapter  1  is 
the  main  source  of  information  from  the 
gospels.  This  chapter  is  divided  into  three 
parts  and  read  during  the  first  three  Sundays. 

*  3 
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For  the  fourth  Sunday  we  read  from  the  first 
chapter  of  St.  Matthew.  The  remaining  two 
gospels  i.  e.,  Mark  and  John  do  not  have  much 
historical  narratives  prior  to  the  incident  of  the 
birth  of  Jesus. 

Today  we  have  read  the  first  chapter.  For 
our  brief  meditation  let  us  pick  up  three  verses 
from  this,  section. 

(1)  Verse  6  :  “Both  of  them  were  upright  in  the 

sight  of  God,  observing  all  the 
Lord’s  commandments  and  the 
regulations  blamelessly.” 

What  a  wonderful  description  about 
Zachariah  the  priest  and  his  wife  Elizabeth! 
What  a  devout  couple!  Zachariah  was  from  the 
division  of  Abijah.  Elizabeth  was  one  of  the 
daughters  of  Aaron.  What  an  ideal  couple! 
They  obeyed  the  commandments  of  God.  But 
they  were  not  having  any  children.  It  is  consi¬ 
dered  a  disgrace  to  a  Jewish  woman  to  be 
barren.  They  never  complained.  They  lead  an 
ideal  life.  These  days  it  is  difficult  to  find  such 

couple.  In  some  cases,  the  husband  is  devout 
but  the  wife  may  not  be  that  religious  and  vice 

versa.  As  we  read  this  description  of  this  ideal 
family  one  wishes  that  we  could  have  more 
people  of  this  quality  in  our  modern  society. 
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(2)  Verse  13  :  But  the  angel  said  to  him,  ktDo 
not  be  afraid,  Zachariah,  your  prayer  has  been 
heard.” 

The  angel  Gabriel  announces  the  glad  tidings 
to  Zachariah  the  priest  that  his  wife  Elizabeth 
will  conceive  a  son  in  her  old  age  and  he  will  be 
called  John.  The  angel  tells  that  it  is  in 
response  to  your  prayer. 

Notice  that  angel  appears  to  him  on  the 
right  side  of  the  altar.  Zachariah  was  praying 
inside.  The  people  were  praying  outside.  It  is 
in  the  midst  of  intense  prayers  the  angel  appears 
to  Zachariah. 

Today  do  we  pray  often?  God  listens  to  our 
prayers,  even  today.  But  we  should  call  upon 
him.  Without  complaint,  without  disappoint¬ 
ment  we  should  pray.  When  we  grow  in  our 
prayer  life,  we  will  be  able  to  experience 
blessings  from  above.  Ofcourse  both  Zachariah 
and  his  wife  must  have  prayed  many  times  for  a 
son.  Perhaps  in  this  old  age  they  must  have 
given  up  hope  for  a  child. 

(3)  Verse  18  :  Zachariah  asked  the  angel,  “How 

can  I  be  sure  of  this?  I  am  an  old 
man,  my  wife  is  well  along  in 
years.” 
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Zachariah  is  questioning  the  angelic 
announcement,  ofcourse  the  priest  is  listening 
to  these  glad  tidings  on  the  altar  in  the  holy 
atmosphere.  Still  he  questions  the  veracity  of 
this  good  news.  Indeed  it  is  a  pleasant  news  to 
Zachariah.  It  is  in  response  to  their  prayers  of 
many  years.  It  is  going  to  give  greater  gladness 
to  his  wife.  Because  she  will  no  more  be  ridi¬ 
culed  by  her  friends  and  relatives  as  a  barren 
woman.  Still  Zachariah  is  asking  Gabriel  how 
he  can  believe  it.  It  is  an  impossible  thing  by 
human  understanding. 

To  doubt  is  human.  St.  Thomas  doubted 
even  when  his  holy  colleagues  told  him  that  the 
risen  Lord  had  appeared  to  them.  He  wanted 
to  see  the  L  ord  with  his  own  eyes  and  feel  Him. 
Here  Zachariah  is  seeing  angel  Gabriel  and 
listening  to  his  words.  Still  he  questions  him. 
Because  he  is  having  a  news  that  is  too  good  to 
believe. 

We  need  not  believe  everything  blindly.  We 
should  have  reason .  But  if  we  want  to  prove 
everything  by  human  wisdom,  perhaps  we  fail 
because  the  divine  revelation  surpasses  human 
wisdom.  Here  Elizabeth  bearing  a  son  in  her 
old  age  is  a  divine  intervention.  In  a  human 
and  a  rational  way  we  may  question  it.  Here  is 
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God  who  interferes  with  human  affairs  in  answer 
to  the  prayer  of  his  worshippers.  Yet  the  blessed 
answer  is  suspected! 

Zachariah  was  given  a  temporary  punish¬ 
ment  for  his  hesitation  to  believe  the  word  of 
the  Angel.  It  was  proof  to  God’s  word.  It  was 
to  be  a  proof  to  many  others  who  were  also  to 
question  this  news  like  Zachariah  himself.  The 
silence  imposed  upon  Zachariah  was  temporary- 
He  spoke  after  the  promised  child,  John  the 
Baptist,  was  born.  We  have  a  God  who  keeps 
His  promise.  Do  we  have  the  willingness  and 
humility  to  ask  for  impossible  things  which  our 
reasoning  power  may  not  comprehend.  Today  at 
the  beginning  of  the  Advent  we  begin  with  this 
glad  news.  May  God  Almighty  today  help  us  in 
our  personal  lives  to  listen  to  glad  news  approved 
of  God.  Amen. 
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Western  6  Dec.  '87 

Second  Sunday  of  Advent  Eastern  20  Dec.  '87 

Lulje  1  :  26  -  57 


INTRODUCTION! 

Last  Sunday  we  meditated  about  the  anno¬ 
uncement  regarding  the  birth  of  John  the  Baptist. 
Today  in  the  middle  of  the  first  chapter  of 
St.  Luke,  we  hear  the  announcement  regarding 
birth  of  Jesus  Christ.  Here  it  is  the  same 
angel  Gabriel  who  comes  with  God’s  message. 
In  the  case  of  the  birth  of  John  the  Baptist, 
it  is  to  a  man,  (Zacharia)  the  angel  appears. 
Now  it  is  to  a  woman,  Virgin  Mary,  betrothed 
to  be  married  to  Joseph. 

(1)  Verse  28:  The  angel  went  to  her  and  said 
“Greetings,  you  who  are  highly  favoured,  The 
Lord  is  with  you.” 
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Ill  the  language  of  Virgin  Mary,  the  angel 
says  Shlam  lekh  :  Malayath  Thaibuiha.  Peace  to 
you  :  one  is  full  of  favour,  favour  of  grace 
(Thaibutha)  from  God.  Angel  Gabriel  went  to 
Mary  and  not  to  an  ordinary  woman.  She  was 
a  pure  virgin.  Hence  she  became  favoured.  She 
was  not  rich.  She  did  not  have  any  degrees. 
Although  the  Bible  does  not  tell  about  her  age 
some  say  she  was  only  13,  the  usual  age  to  be 
married  at  13.  The  government  recently  fixed 
the  minimum  age  of  marriage  for  women  as  18 
and  for  men  21  in  India. 

At  the  age  of  13  virgin  Mary  found  favour 
with  the  Lord,  not  by  proving  organizational 
abilities  or  knowledge  of  the  Bible.  Now  some 
people  tell  us  that  we  do  not  have  enough  theolo¬ 
gical  degrees  to  lead  a  Christian  life.  Our  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Bible  is  limited  etc.  These  are  lame 
excuses  which  the  young  people,  male  or  female, 
brought  up  in  Christian  families,  should  not  say. 
To  lead  a  life  pleasing  to  the  Lord  we  have  to 
humble  ourselves.  Instead  of  corrupting  our 
minds  and  thoughts  through  watching  bad  cine¬ 
mas  and  low  literature,  the  young  people  today 
should  turn  to  the  Lord  and  read  the  Bible  and 
fill  our  minds  with  pure  thoughts.  Mary  was 
pure  and  rightly  the  angel  Gabriel  calls  her  the 
one  who  is  full  of  Divine  favour  or  grace. 
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2)  Verse  38  :  “I  am  the  Lord’s  servant”,  Mary 
answered.  “May  it  be  to  me  as  you  have  saidT 
Then  the  angel  left  her. 

Mary  did  not  question  this  unusual  glad 
tidings.  Zachariah  the  priest  doubted  what  the 
angel  had  said.  But  now,  not  a  priest,  but  a  lay- 
woman,  much  younger  than  Zachariah.  Mary 
accepts  the  angelic  announcement  without  a  sha¬ 
dow  of  doubt.  She  says  “May  it  be  as  you  have 
said.” 


We  cannot  understand  with  reason  whal 
God  is  telling  us.  Nevertheless,  we  can  repeat 
what  this  girl,  Virgin  Mary,  is  saying.  Let  il 
happen  to  us  as  the  Lord  has  designed  anc 
revealed  to  us.  It  may  be  convenient  to  us 
Perhaps  it  may  be  unbearable  to  us.  It  maj 
upset  our  man  made  programmes.  God’s  plar 
may  be  rejected  by  our  Church  Committee  a^ 
most  unsuitable.  Because  our  human  minds  fail 
to  see  the  divine  plan  of  God.  It  is  written  (nol 
in  the  Bible  but  by  Jacob  of  Sarugh  of  6tl 
century)  that  when  St.  Thomas,  the  doubting 
disciple,  was  asked  to  go  to  India,  he  protestec 
strongly  like  Jonah.  “I  shall  not  be  the  apostk 
of  demons  and  the  blacks,  and  shall  not  teach  e 
people  blind  of  heart  and  having  ugly  appear 
ance.” 
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Like  Mary  we  must  be  able  to  respond 
praying  Lord  “May  it  be  to  me  as  you  have  said.” 

(3)  Verses  46-55  :  And  Mary  said  “My  soul 

glorifies  the  Lord  and  my  spirit  rejoices  in  God 
my  Saviour,  for  he  has  seen  the  humble  state  of 

his  servant,  from  now  on  all  generations  will 
call  me  blessed . 


He  has  helped  his  servant  Israel,  remembering 
to  be  merciful  to  Abraham  and  his  descendants 
forever,  even  as  he  said  to  our  fathers.” 

This  song  of  Mary  is  known  as  the  magnificat. 
Because  the  soul  of  Mary  glorifies  the  Lord. 
What  a  beautiful  prayer. 

There  is  a  great  social  dimension  to  this 
prayer.  She  says  that  even  the  Mighty  is  brought 
down  from  their  seats.  Today  some  people 
interested  in  the  social  justice  approach  of  the 
gospel  interpret  that  Virgin  Mary  is  holy  because 
she  sang  such  a  beautiful  song  and  “of  scattering 
the  proud  in  the  imagination  of  their  hearts” 
(Verse  51)  as  well  as  “he  has  put  down  the  Mighty 
from  their  thrones,  and  exalted  those  of  low 
degree  and  he  has  filled  the  hungry  with  good 
things  and  the  rich  he  has  sent  empty  away’’ 

(Verse  52  and  53). 

*  4 
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Mary  is  holy  not  because  she  was  a  social 
activist  but  she  really  led  a  holy  life.  A  young 
Jewish  girl  of  her  times  never  lead  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  or  shout  slogans  for  bringing  down  the 
rich.  So  her  holy  life  has  set  an  example  for  us 
to  follow. 

Ishodad  of  Merv,  the  gospel  commentator, 
comments  on  this  verse  saying  “This,  He  hath 
put  down  the  mighty  from  (their)  seats,  that  is 
to  say,  the  Demons,  and  the  Heathens,  and  the 
Jews.” 

The  announcement  to  Mary  about  the  birth 
of  Jesus  is  indeed  a  glad  tiding.  It  is  a  greater 
glad  news  than  what  we  had  heard  last  week 
about  the  birth  of  John  the  Baptist. 
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Western  1 3  Dec.  87 

Third  Sunday  of  Advent  Eastern  27  Dec.  '87 

Lulje  1  :  57  -  end 
INTRODUCTION 

Last  two  Sundays  we  have  seen  the  glad 
tidings  announced  by  angel  Gabriel.  But  today 
we  find  it  actually  happened.  The  birth  of  John 
the  Baptist  has  taken  place  as  announced  by 

the  angel.  An  old  lady  Elizabeth  gave  birth  to 
a  son. 

1.  Verse  64  :  “And  immediately  his  mouth  was 
opened  and  his  tongue  loosed,  and  he  spoke, 
blessing  God.” 

This  happened  when  Zachariah  wrote  “John” 
to  be  his  son’s  name  the  same  as  Elizabeth 
wanted.  It  was  a  surprise  to  people  that  the 
name  of  John  which  was  not  in  the  family  was 
suggested  by  Elizabeth.  When  Zachariah  wrote 
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the  same  name  they  knew  that  it  was  from  God- 
Zachariah  who  was  made  dumb  as  a  punishment 
for  his  lack  of  trust  in  the  angelic  tidings,  was 
released  from  his  punishment.  Ishodad  writes 
“Now  by  the  binding  of  the  tongue  of  his  father 
(is  signified)  the  binding  of  the  Nation  and  the 
Nations  in  Error;  and  by  the  loosening  of  his 
tongue  their  loosening  from  Error  and  Apostasy 
which  they  receive  in  the  Christ.” 

2.  Verses  14  &  75  :  “To  grant  us  that  we,  being 
delivered  from  the  hand  of  our  enemies,  might 
serve  Him  without  fear,  in  holiness  and 
righteousness  before  Him  all  the  days  of  our 
life.” 


Zachariah  was  filled  with  the  Spirit  and  he 
prophesied.  In  this  prophesy,  Zachariah  is 
thanking  God  and  refers  to  David  and  Abraham. 
The  covenant  God  made  to  Abraham  that  he 
should  serve  him  without  fear.  How  wonderful 
it  would  be,  if  we  can  serve  the  Lord  and  walk 
before  Him  in  holiness  and  righteousness  all  the 
days  ot  our  own  life.  The  word  righteousness 
is  an  important  word.  A  definition  of  this 
word  may  vary  in  different  contexts. 

3.  Verse  80  :  “And  the  child  grew  and  became 
strong  in  spirit  and  he  was  in  the  wilderness 
till  the  day  of  his  manifestation  to  Israel.” 
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The  child  grew.  Yes,  physically  like  other 
children.  But  the  next  words  of  this  verse  are 
worth  meditating  upon.  “And  became  strong 
in  spirit.’'  Our  children  grow.  But  do  they 
grow  in  spirit.  We  give  them  food  and  medicine 
for  their  bodily  growth.  But  how  much  do  we 
care  for  the  spiritual  growth.  Do  we  become 
strong  in  spirit  like  the  child  John.  If  there  is 
no  spiritual  growth  the  physical  and  material 
growth  is  not  of  any  avail.  It  can  be  dangerous. 

May  God  help  us  to  have  a  life  of  holiness 
and  righteousness  and  spiritual  growth.  Amen. 


Western  20  Dec.  '87 

Fourth  Sunday  of  Advent  Eastern  3  Jan.  '88 

Matthew  1:  18  -  ei>d 
INTRODUCTION 

The  gospel  according  to  St.  Matthew  begins 
with“  The  book  of  the  genealogy  of  Jesus  Christ, 
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the  son  of  David,  the  son  of  Abraham.”  The 

17th  verse  states  that  there  are  14  generations 
from  Abraham  to  David  and  14  generations 
from  David  to  the  deportation  to  Babylon  and 
from  there  another  14  generations  to  Jesus. 
This  makes  a  total  of  42  generations  from 
Abraham  to  Jesus.  If  we  take  it  as  40  years  for 
one  generation,  it  will  come  to  1680  years. 

1.  Verse  19  :  “And  her  husband  Joseph,  being 
a  just  man  and  unwilling  to  put  her  to  shame, 
resolved  to  divorce  her  quietly.” 

See,  Joseph  was  a  just  man.  That  was  the 
reason  why  he  had  compassion  for  Mary.  If  he 
divorces  her  publicly,  she  will  be  put  to  death 
for  being  an  adulteress.  The  Jewish  law  demand¬ 
ed  death  by  stoning  in  the  case  of  adultery. 
Joseph  did  not  want  it. 

Ishodad  of  Merv  comments. 

“For  in  what  was  Joseph  seen  to  be  just? 
for  either  he  knew  the  Virgin  to  be  holy,  or  to 
be  corrupted;  and  if  she  were  holy,  she  was  not 
deserving  to  be  sent  away,  but  kept  and  cherished; 
and  if  she  were  corrupted,  it  was  right  to  expose 
her  and  reprove  her.  Nevertheless  Joseph  was 
just  and  merciful,  his  justice  antagonised  his 

mercy,  and  his  mercy  his  justice:  for  his  justice 
oppressed  him,  that  he  should  not  allow  an 
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adulteress  within  his  home;  and  his  mercy 
counselled  him,  that  he  should  send  her  away 
privily;  because  he  knew  that  he  would  deliver 
her  to  death,  if  he  exposed  her;  therefore  he 
thought  of  merely  sending  her  away,  and  that 
privily,  that  is  on  the  one  hand,  because  he 
would  not  transgress  the  Law  by  living  with  a 
guilty  woman,  and  on  the  other  hand,  as  he  had 
compassion  on  her,  he  knew  that  if  she  were 
exposed  she  would  be  liable  to  death/’ 

2.  Verse  20  :  “But  as  he  considered  this,  behold, 
an  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  to  him  in  a 
dream,  saying,  “Joseph,  son  of  David,  do  not 
fear  to  take  Mary  your  wife,  for  that  which  is 
conceived  in  her  is  of  the  Holy  Spirit;...” 

Today’s  gospel  lesson  deals  with  the  glad 
tidings  of  conception  of  Jesus  Christ.  The 
angel  of  the  Lord  appears  to  Joseph.  The  angel 
tells  Joseph  not  to  be  afraid  or  to  hesitate  to 
receive  Mary.  William  Barclay,  the  Bible 
Commentator,  reminds  us  “In  Jewish  thought 
the  Holy  Spirit  had  certain  definite  functions. 
We  cannot  bring  to  this  passage  the  Christian 
idea  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  all  its  fulness,  because 
Joseph  would  know  nothing  about  that.  We 
must  interpret  it  in  the  life  of  the  Jewish  idea 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  for  it  is  that  idea  that  Joseph 
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would  inevitably  bring  to  this  message,  for  that 
was  all  he  knew.  As  per  the  Jewish  under¬ 
standing  the  Holy  Spirit  brought  God’s  truth  to 
men.  Holy  Spirit  also  enabled  men  to  recognize 
that  truth  when  they  saw  it.  Referring  to 
Genesis  1:2  Barclay  states  that  the  Jews  connect¬ 
ed  the  Spirit  of  God  with  the  work  of  creation. 
Commenting  on  the  passage  of  Ezekiel  37 :  l-H 
(I  shall  put  my  Spirit  in  you  and  you  shall  live.) 
Barclay  concludes  the  Holy  Spirit  was  connected 
not  only  with  the  work  of  creation  but  with  the 
work  of  recreation. 

3.  Verse  23  :  “Behold  a  Virgin  shall  conceive 

and  bear  a  son, 

and  he  shall  be  called  Emmanu-el”  (which  means 
God  with  us). 

Emmanu-el  means  “God  with  us.”  Jesus 
is  both  God  and  man.  Ishodad  of  Merv  states 
“If  anyone  doubts  about  how  he  is  called  Jesus 
above,  but  here  Emmanu-el,  let  him  know  this, 
that  our  Lord  is  called  by  fifty  two  names,  some 
of  them  being  about  His  Divinity,  and  some  of 
them  about  His  Manhood;  some  of  them  are 
appropriate  to  the  Person  of  the  Unity  which  is 
from  Godhead  and  Manhood.” 

If  God  is  with  us  today  we  can  create  a 
better  society.  But  many  of  us  do  not  want 
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God  with  us.  When  people  go  to  the  bar  to 
drink  liquor  and  to  do  evil  things,  they  do  not 
want  God  to  be  with  them.  Because  we  plan  to 
do  things  not  acceptable  to  God.  Let  us  pray 
for  God’s  presence  with  us  and  to  lead  us  in  all 
our  actions  individually  and  collectively.  Amen. 


Western  25  Dec.  '87 
Christmas  Day  Eastern  7  Jan.  '88 

Luljc  2:1-21 

The  birth  of  Jesus  is  mentioned  here  as 

well  as  in  the  gospel  according  to  St.  Matthew 
1:18-25.  Mark  and  John  do  not  tell  us  about  it. 
It  is  a  historical  event;  an  extra-ordinary  one.  It 

was  a  very  humble  birth,  taking  place  in  the 
manger  of  an  inn,  as  there  was  no  room  inside 
the  inn. 

*  5 


34 


SERMONS  FROM  THE  GOSPELS 


1.  Verse  10  “And  the  angel  said  unto  them, 
Fear  not,  for  behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of 
great  joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  people.” 

It  is  not  to  individuals  like  Zachariah  or 
Mary  that  the  angel  appears  this  time.  It  is  to  a 
group  of  shepherds.  Because  it  is  high  time 
that  the  good  news  spread  to  more  people  and 
ordinary  people.  They  were  to  be  the  first 
witnesses  of  the  birth  of  the  greatest  person  on 
earth. 

The  angel  says  that  these  glad  tidings  are  of 
great  joy  which  shall  be  to  all  people.  What  a 
great  joy  it  is  to  these  shepherds!  Yes,  Jesus  was 
born  for  all  the  people.  That  is  why  his  message 
is  announced  to  all  the  peoples  of  the  earth. 

2.  Verse  14  :  “Glory  to  God  in  the  highest  and 
on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men.” 

This  is  the  chorus  which  the  angelic  choir 
has  sung.  This  angelic  choir  came  to  support 
the  angel  who  was  making  the  announcement  of 
the  great  joy  to  the  shepherds.  It  is  a  multitude 
of  the  heavenly  host.  We  do  not  know  how 
many  angels  were  there  in  this  multitude.  It  is 
a  small  chorus;  but  full  of  meaning.  We  do 
not  know  the  musical  quality  of  this  chorus. 
Whether  it  was  the  melody  which  the  well  trained 
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Western  choir  sings  for  Christmas  today 
supported  with  beautiful  music  from  the 
electronic  organ  with  male  and  female  voices 
blending  in  harmony.  My  interest  in  music  asks 
me  whether  the  angelic  voice  sounded  like  male 
voice  or  female  voice.  Whether  they  sang  in 
soprano  or  in  tenor. 

On  earth,  peace  is  promised;  as  well  as  good 
will  toward  men.  In  today’s  world  peace  and 
good  will  are  rare.  If  men  want  it  they  can 
still  create  a  better  world  today  and  still  better 
tomorrow.  Let  us  think  of  our  individual  life 
and  strive  towards  peace  in  the  world  before  the 
world  goes  into  pieces. 

3.  Verse  16  :  “And  they  came  with  haste,  and 
found  Mary  and  Joseph,  and  the  babe  lying  in 
the  manger.” 

The  shepherds  came  in  haste  and  found  the 
baby  born  to  Mary.  They  came  in  haste.  They 
did  not  waste  any  time.  They  did  not  question 
the  angel  like  Zachariah.  They  did  not  wait 
until  further  proof  of  this  strange  announcement 
cme.  They  were  not  indifferent  like  today’s 
people.  We  do  not  care.  The  shepherds  did 
not  curse  the  angel  for  disturbing  their  sleep. 
They  went  in  haste. 
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The  babe  was  lying  in  the  manger.  Christi¬ 
anity  became  an  institution  after  Emperor 
Constantine  had  declared  favours  for  this 
religion  and  built  Churches.  Now  we  Christians 
think  that  our  prestige  is  in  the  huge  Cathedrals 
or  rich  institutions.  Let  us  not  forget  the  babe 
in  the  manger.  Not  the  King’s  palace,  but  the 
manger.  Let  us  think  of  the  poor  and  the 
suffering.  The  shepherds  returned  glorifying 
and  praising  God.  Let  us  also  praise  and  glorify 
God  especially  on  Christmas  day. 


Western  27  Dec.  '87 

After  Christmas.  1st  Sunday  Eastern  10  Jan.  '88 

/■ 

Matthew  2:1-  ct>d 

On  this  first  Sunday  after  Christmas  we 
read  about  the  visit  of  the  three  wise  men  to 
Bethlehem,  the  fleeing  of  the  Holy  family  to 
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Egypt  and  their  return  to  Nazareth.  Those 
incidents  are  recorded  by  St.  Matthew  only.  The 
other  gospel  writers  have  not  supplied  this  in¬ 
formation  to  us.  Let  us  briefly  think  about 
these  events. 

1.  The  Visit  of  the  Mzgi.  At  the  birth  of 
Jesus  a  star  appeared  in  the  east.  The  wise  men, 
known  as  the  Magi,  saw  this  shining  star.  They 
came  to  Jerusalem  following  this  star.  They 
enquired  in  Jerusalem  “Where  is  the  one  who  has 
been  born  king  of  the  Jews?  We  saw  his  star  in 
the  east  and  have  come  to  worship  him.”  This 
question  disturbed  King  Herod.  Ishodad  of 
Merv  gives  very  interesting  and  informative 
comment  on  the  arrival  of  Magi.  (Pp.15,16). 

“A  calculation  concerning  what  year  of 
Alexander  and  at  what  time  (of  year)  our 
Lord  the  Christ  was  born  In  the  year  307 
of  Alexander,  son  of  Philip,  which  was  the 
43rd  year  of  Augustus  Caesar,  in  the  35th 
year  of  Herod  the  king  of  the  Jews,  in 
the  month  of  the  first  Kanon,  on  the  25th 
of  it,  on  a  Wednesday,  in  the  night 
before  cockcrow,  our  Lord  was  born  of 
the  Virgin,  she  being  13  years  of  age;  and 
she  died  at  52  years  of  age;  and  at  that 
time  Quirinius  was  sent  as  governor;  and 


38 


SERMONS  FROM  THE  GOSPELS 


in  the  month  of  Nisan  the  Magians  came. 
But  Babhai  the  Persian  said  that  in  the 
day  and  the  night  our  Lord  was  born  the 
Magians  came;  and  not  after  two  years, 
as  those  who  have  not  investigated  say; 
and  this,  he  says,  is  quite  evident  from 
the  Scriptures,  that  when  Jesus  was  born 

in  Bethlehem  of  Judah,  there  came 
Magians;  now  they  were  three  sons  of 
kings,  and  nine  from  among  the  notables 
of  their  lands;  and  the  king  of  the  Persians 

who  sent  the  Magians  was  called  Pirsha- 
bour;  and  these  came  by  the  guidance  of 
the  iikeness  of  a  star.” 

Later  in  the  13th  century  Solomon,  Bishop 
of  Basrah,  gives  the  names  of  the  twelve  wise 
men,  in  this  Book  of  the  Bee.  We  often  make 

the  mistake  that  only  three  wise  men 

are  mentioned  in  the  Bible.  Actually  the  Bible 
does  not  state  it  that  the  wise  men  were 

3  or  12.  The  wise  men  gave  3  gifts.  Therefore 
the  hymn  writers  wrote  songs  such  as  “We 
three  kings  of  Orient  are.” 

About  the  shining  star,  Ishodad  argues  that 
it  was  not  “a  real  star,  nor  an  imagination  nor  a 
fantasy,  nor  an  automation,  but  an  angel  who 
shone  like  a  star  from  Persia  to  Bethlehem- 
Anyhow  finally  the  wise  men  were  able  to  wor¬ 
ship  the  new  born  baby  and  presented  the  three 
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gifts  of  gold,  incense  and  myrrh.  They  returned 
by  another  route,  having  been  warned  in  a 
dream  not  to  see  Herod  again. 

2.  The  Escape  to  Egypt 

Herod  got  doubly  angry  when  he  knew  that 
he  was  deceived  by  the  wise  men  who  returned 
via  another  route.  Herod  decided  to  kill 
all  boys  below  two  years  of  age  in  and  near 
Bethlehem.  Here  we  see  how  cruel  a  man  can 
be!  How  the  poor  suffer  by  the  atrocities  of 
the  people  above  them! 

The  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  to  Joseph 
and  ordered  him  to  leave  for  Egypt  for  the 

protection  of  this  baby.  Ofcourse  it  is  for  the 
fulfilment  of  the  prophecy.  They  stayed  in 

Egypt  until  the  death  of  this  Herod.  There  are 
four  King  Herods.  The  first  was  a  priest  of 
the  idol-temple  of  Ashkelon.  He  had  two  sons, 
the  first  was  Antipatros  who  was  made  captive 
by  the  Idumeans.  The  second  was  this  king 
Herod,  who  killed  the  children.  His  son  Herod 
the  tetrarch  killed  John  the  Baptist  33years  later 
and  in  his  time  Jesus  was  crucified.  His  son  was 
Herod  the  Agrippa  mentioned  in  the  Book  of 
the  Acts  of  Apostles. 

Rachel  is  mentioned  here  as  weeping  for 
her  children.  Rachel  signifies  the  tribes  of 
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Benjamin  and  Judah.  Rachel  was  buried  ir 
Bethlehem.  Perhaps  the  children  killed  by  kinj 
Herod  were  buried  near  her  grave.  Rachel  wa; 
mentioned  by  the  prophet  because  she  died  ir 
child-birth  and  these  innocent  children  were 
killed  soon  after  their  birth.  Recently  in  Israe 

I  heard  a  song  “Rachel  the  mother.”  The  moderr 
Jewish  people  also  consider  Rachel,  not  Sarah 
as  their  mother. 

3.  Return  to  Nazareth 

Again  Angel  appears  to  Joseph  and  askj 
him  to  return  to  Israel.  When  Joseph  returnee 
to  Israel  he  heard  Archelaus  was  reigning  in  the 
place  of  his  father  Herod,  he  withdrew  to  the 
district  of  Galilee  and  settled  down  in  a  town 

called  Nazareth  fulfilling  the  prophecy  that  “he 
will  be  called  a  Nazarene.”  It  is  not  an  exact 
quotation  from  the  Scriptures.  Perhaps  such  a 
prophecy  was  there  which  was  not  included  in 
the  Old  Testament  collection.  Many  prophetic 

writings  perished  in  the  various  capavities.  It 
was  quoted  by  St.  Matthew  from  an  oral  tradi¬ 
tion.  Nazarene  has  a  symbolic  meaning.  The 
Hebrew  word  nasor  means  a  branch.  When 
prophet  Isaiah  talks  about  a  Branch  shall  grow 
up  out  of  his  root,  the  word  nasor  is  used  which 
is  also  interpreted  new. 
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Nazareth  became  the  home  of  Jesus  where 
he  grew  up  in  the  home  of  Joseph,  the  carpenter. 

Even  now  the  tourists  to  the  town  of  Nazareth 
are  shown  the  house  where  Jesus  grew  up. 

The  hand  of  God  was  with  the  people  of 
God.  The  angel  of  the  Lord  was  there  to  send 
him  to  Egypt  as  well  as  to  bring  him  back  to  his 
homeland  and  to  settle  him  down  in  Nazareth. 
We  have  to  trust  in  the  Lord.  Then  He  takes 
care  of  us-  Amen. 


Western  1  Jan.  '88 

Memorial  of  Virgin  Mary  Eastern  15  Jan.  '88 

Lulje  1  :  26  -  57 

or 

Matthew  1  :  1  -  6,  16. 

The  lesson  appointed  for  the  Memorial  of 
Virgin  Mary  is  the  same  as  that  of  Ilnd  Sunday 
of  Soobara.  It  is  the  lesson  where  angel  Gabriel 

*  5 
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appears  to  Virgin  Mary.  Therefore  the  sermon 
given  for  that  day  can  be  repeated  for  this  day 
also.  There  is  also  an  alternate  lesson.  If  one 
wants  to  read  that  lesson  he  is  free  to  do  so  from 
St.  Matthew  1  :  1  -  6,  16. 

This  Memorial  is  observed  on  the  second 
Friday  between  Christmas  and  Epiphany.  On 
7  April  there  is  a  festival  of  the  glad  tidings 
to  Virgin  Mary  by  Angel  Gabriel.  It  comes  in 
the  Easter  season.  In  1988,  it  happens  to  fall  on 
the  Maundy  Thursday. 

The  same  lesson  is  used  for  the  death  of  St. 
Virgin  Mary  on  28  August  (conclusion  of  15  day 
fast)  and  on  the  birth  of  Virgin  Mary  on  21 
Sept.  All  those  three  days  are  fixed  dates  and 
can  be  observed  on  any  day  of  the  week. 


8 


Western  3  Jan.  '88 

After  Christmas  2nd  Sunday  Eastern  17  Jan.  88 

Lulje  2:21-  ei>d 

This  is  the  continuation  of  the  gospel  portion 
read  on  the  Christmas  night  Qurbana  from  the 
second  chapter  of  the  gospel  according  to 
St.  Luke.  The  testimonies  of  two  old  persons, 
one  a  man  (Simeon)  and  the  other  a  woman 
(Anna)  are  given  in  this  section. 

Jesus  was  circumcised.  A  pair  of  turtle 
doves  or  two  young  pigeons  are  to  be  given  as 
sacrifice  according  to  the  law.  When  Jesus  was 
brought  to  the  Temple  in  Jerusalem  for  this 
purpose,  Simeon  met  Jesus  and  prophesied. 

1.  Verses  29,  33  “Lord,  now  lettest  thou  thy 
servant  depart  in  peace,  according  to  thy  word; 
for  mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation.” 
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This  Simeon  was  a  very  old  man.  He  was 
waiting  for  the  consolation  of  Israel.  In  the 
burial  account  of  Jesus  we  read  about  Joseph  of 
Arimathea  “was  himself  waiting  for  the 
kingdom  of  God.”  (Mark  15:43).  Simeon  also 
blessed  Mary,  and  stated  “(and  a  sword  will 
pierce  through  your  own  soul  also)”  that 

thoughts  out  of  many  hearts  may  be  revealed.” 
(Verse  35) 

On  this  statement  Mar  Ishodad  quotes  St. 
Ephraim. 

Mar  Ephraim  says  that  Thou  shalt  make 
a  spear  pass  through  thy  soul,  that  many  thoughts 
of  hearts  may  be  revealed,  those  who  have  doubted, 
that  is  to  say,  thou  shalt  doubt  Him,  because  He 
shall  be  wonderful  in  His  Miracles,  and  thou  shalt 
relate  to  others,  and  they  shall  be  relieved  from 
doubts  about  Him  by  her  word;  again,  but  because 
the  Blessed  one  supposed  about  her  Son,  on 
account  of  the  wonderful  things  that  were  said 
and  done  about  Him,  that  He  was  the  Messiah  the 
King,  who  was  about  to  come,  and  she  had  hoped 
about  the  Messiah,  as  also  all  the  laws,  that  when 
He  came,  He  would  abide  for  ever,  and  subdue  all 
the  nations,  etc.  and  they  would  be  the  princes 

of  the  world;  and  she  also  expected  great  honour 
as  the  mother  of  a  great  King;  afterwards  the  time 

was  ready,  that  she  should  hear  and  see  the  call¬ 
ing  of  the  Gentile  and  the  union  with  them;  and 
His  being  humiliated  and  despised  and  what  was 
enacted  in  His  Passion,  etc.,  was  outside  her 
expectation.  Therefore  Simeon  says,  a  spear  shall 
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pierce  thy  soul,  and  doubt.  When  the  time  shall 
come  that  thou  shalt  see  the  things  that  are 
contrary  to  thine  own  supposition,  and  that  of  the 
members  of  thy  family,  the  weakness  also  shall  be 
reproved  which  is  now  considered,  when  He  is 
believed  to  be  the  Lord  and  equal  to  God,  and  He 
is  adored  by  every  knee  that  is  in  Heaven  and  on 
earth.  This  of  a  spear,  that  is  to  say,  just  as  in  the 
body  when  it  is  equal  and  like  itself,  it  suffers  a 
division  from  a  blow  which  it  receives,  thus  also 
are  these  things  which  are  in  thy  soul,  for  when  it 
was  right  that  thou  shouldest  keep  equality 
befitting  the  things  that  had  happened  before, 
unequal  things  appeared  from  the  blows  of  doubt; 
but  the  time  shall  come,  which  will  reveal  the 
thoughts  of  many,  and  thine  own  and  the  weak¬ 
ness  of  the  present  shall  be  reproved  etc. 

2.  Verse  38.  66  And  coming  up  at  that  very  hour  she 
gave  thanks  to  God,  and  spoke  of  him  to  all  who 
were  looking  for  the  redemption  of  Jerusalem/’ 

Anna,  the  daughter  of  Phanuel,  was  a  pro¬ 
phetess.  A  widow  aged  84,  who  had  lived  with 
her  husband  only  for  seven  years,  was  spending 
her  time  in  prayer  and  fasting  in  the  temple,  day 
and  night.  Anna  is  an  example  to  many  of  us. 
Some  widows  and  spinsters  and  even  mothers  and 
grand  mothers  could  spend  their  time  profitably 
like  this  prophetess.  Many  curse  their  fate  for 
the  death  of  her  husband.  Others  may  be  blam¬ 
ing  their  daughters-in-law  for  their  hard  days  in 
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the  evening  of  their  lives.  Let  them  follow  the 
example  of  Anna.  Spend  time  in  prayer  and 
fasting.  Spend  time  in  intercessory  prayers  for 
others.  If  more  women  follow  the  footsteps  of 
Anna,  their  lives  will  be  happier  for  themselves 
and  useful  for  others.  Anna  as  a  result  of  their 
holy  and  dedicated  widowhood  became  a  witness 
of  the  baby  Jesus  brought  to  the  temple. 

3.  Verse  40.  “And  the  child  grew  and  became 
strong,  filled  with  wisdom  and  the  favour  of  God 
was  upon  him.” 

Verse  52.  “And  Jesus  increased  in  wisdom  and 
in  stature  and  in  favour  with  God  and  man.” 

The  similar  verses  are  in  one  chapter.  The 
reference  in  Verse  40  is  about  the  baby  Jesus. 
The  statement  in  verse  52  is  about  Jesus  after  12 
years  of  age.  The  last  verse  (80)  of  the  previous 
chapter  was  a  reference  to  St.  John  the  Baptist 
that  the  child  grew  and  became  strong  in  spirit. 
Jesus  grew  not  only  physically  but  spiritually 
too.  Jesus  was  perfect  God  and  perfect  man. 

We  too  can  grow  in  wisdom  and  favour  of 
God.  The  parents  have  a  responsibility  to  help 
their  children  grow  in  grace.  We  do  not  know 
much  about  the  character  of  Jesus  during  his 
childhood  days.  The  Holy  Bible  is  silent  about 
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it.  But  these  two  verses  help  us  to  conclude 
that  the  boy  Jesus  led  a  life  of  favour  with  God 
and  man. 

May  God  Almighty  help  us  all,  young  and 
old,  to  grow  in  spirit  so  that  the  next  generation 
may  find  their  lives  peaceful  than  what  we  have. 
May  God  grant  us  a  better  tomorrow.  Amen. 


Western  6  Jan.  '88 
Epiphany  Eastern  19  Jan.  '88 

Matthew  3:1-  ci>d 

The  festival  of  Epiphany  is  on  the  13th  day 
after  Christmas.  It  is  a  fixed  festival.  For 
those  who  observe  Christmas  on  25  December, 
Epiphany  is  on  6  January.  Those  who  follow 
the  ancient  calendar  and  celebrate  Christmas  on 
January  7  have  their  Epiphany  on  January  19. 
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The  word  Epiphany  comes  from  the  Greek 
word  Epiphaneo  which  means  to  shine,  tc 
illumine.  In  Aramaic  we  call  this  festival  Dinha 
which  means  to  shine. 

On  the  eve  of  this  festival  we  light  candles 
in  our  homes  and  Churches  to  signify  the  light. 
It  is  a  festival  of  lights.  In  India  there  is  a 
national  festival  called  Diwali  when  the  Hindus 
light  candles.  It  is  a  festival  of  lights. 

Some  people  think  Epiphany  is  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  arrival  of  the  magi  (wise  men)  from 
the  East.  Others  believe  it  is  to  signify  the 

Baptism  of  Jesus  Christ  by  John  the  Baptist 
which  took  place  30  years  after  the  birth  of 
Jesus.  The  gospel  portion  appointed  to  be  read 
for  this  festival  gives  us  that  idea. 

1.  Verses  7,  8.  “But  when  he  saw  many  of  the 
Pharisees  and  Sadduccees  coming  for  baptism,  he 
said  to  them,  “You  brood  of  vipers!  who  warned 
you  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come?  Bear  fruit 
that  befits  repentance.” 

John  the  Baptist  is  angry  against  the 
Pharisees  and  Sadduccees  who  boast  about  their 
being  the  children  of  Abraham.  John  was 
calling  the  jewish  people  to  repentance.  This 
statement  ot  John  is  recorded  in  the  other  three 
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gospels  too.  (Mark  1:1-8,  Luke  3:1  -  18;  John 
1:19-26).  We  marvel  at  the  courage  of  John  the 
Baptist  to  call  the  Pharisees  and  Sadduccees  the 
“brood  of  vipers.”  Nobody  would  dare  to 
question  these  gentlemen  of  the  Jewish  society. 
John  did  not  mince  words.  He  gave  them  in 
strong  dose.  Not  only  the  listeners  but  also  the 
Pharisees  and  Sadduccees  themselves  knew  that 
they  well  deserved  the  choice  words  fearlessly 
used  by  John  the  Baptist. 

lshodad  of  Merv  has  this  interesting  and 
informative  comment  to  make  on  the  point  of 

calling  them  vipers. 

Generation  of  vipers!  who  (hath  warned,  Ec.)? 
and  it  asked  why  does  he  call  them  offspring  of 
vipers,  and  not  vipers?  Very  fittingly,  because  this 
reptile  has  gone  like  it  in  its  bitterness,  and  the 
offsprings  of  this  possess  two  properties,  for  in 
the  day  of  their  conception  their  father  dies,  and 
in  the  day  of  their  birth  their  mother  is  broken  up 
by  them  in  like  manner;  for  because  there  is  no 
exit  from  the  bosom  of  the  female,  except  only  like 
a  needle-hole;  when  the  male  has  intercourse  with 
the  female,  he  pours  the  seed  by  her  mouth  Then 
the  female,  when  she  has  conceived,  cuts  off  his 
organ,  and  he  immediately  dies  with  it.  But  when 
her  young  are  grown,  and  the  time  for  her  pro¬ 
duction  has  come,  her  young  devour  the  organs 
within  her,  and  slit  open  her  womb,  and  come 
out  This  also  prevailed  amongst  the  Jews,  for 
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they  had  destroyed  the  spiritual  fathers,  I  mean 
the  prophets  and  righteous  men  by  murder,  but  at 
last  they  attacked  the  Lord  of  the  prophets  and 
also  the  Apostles.  Also  our  Lord  called  them 
serpents,  the  offspring  of  vipers,  to  make  known 
that  they  were  the  instrument  of  him  who  in  the 
beginning  in  the  serpent  whispered  and  caused 
human  nature  to  sin,  him  who  was  a  murderer 
from  the  beginning,  etc." 

Today  we  lack  people  like  John  the  Baptist 
who  could  muster  enough  courage  to  scold  the 
culprits.  Today  some  of  us  are  afraid  even  to 
support  the  innocent  and  oppressed,  thinking 
that  we  will  invite  the  wrath  of  the  powers  that 
be.  The  justice  to  the  poor  and  the  oppressed 
should  be  our  Christian  concern.  If  we  have 
more  like  John  the  Baptist  in  our  generation, 
the  rich  and  the  powerful  will  be  careful  before 
they  commit  atrocities  against  the  powerless. 

2.  Verse  10.  “Even  now  the  axe  is  laid  to  the 
root  of  the  trees;  every  tree  therefore  that  does 
not  bear  good  fruit  is  cut  down  and  thrown  into 
the  fire.” 

John  the  Baptist  is  giving  a  warning  to  the 
Jewish  people  that  Jehovah  will  no  more 
tolerate  their  injustice  and  wickedness.  Ishodad 
has  commented  on  this  verse  commendably. 
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"Behold,  it  is  said,  the  axe  is  laid  at  the  root 
of  the  trees,  that  he  would  divide  and  define 
unbelievers  from  believers  by  means  of  the  strong 
command  which  he  calls  a  sharp  axe,  which 
extirpates  and  destroys  the  roots  of  their  trees  by 
means  of  slaughters  and  bitter  captivities  which 
they  were  about  to  suffer  by  means  of  Titus  and 
Hadrian  as  an  earnest  hero,  but  at  last  endlessly 
in  Gehenna,  as  he  named  these  things  to  them  as 
the  wrath  to  come,  and  in  another  illustration, 
that  is  to  say,  whose  fan  is  in  His  hand,  and  He 
will  purge,  etc.  False  believers  from  true  believers 
He  divides  and  removes.  But  by  these  two 
illustrations  of  the  axe  and  the  fan  he  signified 
His  lordship  and  dominion.  And  by  means  of  the 
fan  on  the  one  hand,  he  shows  His  justice  and 
righteousness,  and  by  means  of  the  threshing- 
floor  on  the  other  hand,  His  lordship  over  all. 
The  good,  then,  he  calls  wheat,  but  false  believers 
chaff,  for  as  the  Lord,  it  is  said  shall  purge  His 
floor,  and  as  a  judge  by  means  of  the  fan  of 
righteousness.  He  separates  and  removes  the 
wicked  from  among  the  good,  those  who  were 
gathered  to  one  threshing-floor  of  faith  in  baptism, 
but  they  have  no  identity,  even  in  appearance. 

3.  Verse  17.  “And  lo,  a  voice  from  heaven, 
saying,  “This  is  my  beloved  Son,  with  whom 
I  am  well  pleased.” 

This  is  a  public  approval  from  God  that 
Jesus  is  Son  of  God.  A  reassurance  before 
Jesus  began  his  public  ministry.  Holy  Spirit  was 
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manifested  as  a  sign  of  baptism.  Mar  Narsai 
in  his  sermon  on  the  Epiphany  states,  “Our 
Lord  as  the  Archetype  was  thrice  baptised  in  the 
water,  according  as  he  delivered  at  last,  and  in 
the  name  of  the  Trinity,  the  Spirit  that  descends, 
the  Son  who  is  baptized,  and  the  Father  who 
cries,  “This  is  my  Son.” 

Mar  Ishodad  explains  why  the  Spirit  came 
down  in  form  of  a  dove. 

"First,  because  of  His  gentleness,  and  for  a  sign 
of  the  goodness  of  the  Spirit.  Harmless  is  this 
species  among  birds,  the  tamed,  and  the  untamed; 
and  when  her  young  are  robbed,  she  produces 
new  ones  after  the  former  ones,  that  is,  that  like 
her,  the  baptized  person  must  be  spiritual,  quiet, 
good,  and  simple,  without  guile  and  without 
envy;  secondly,  just  as  a  dove  first  announced 
about  the  termination  of  the  material  Flood;  thus 
even  now  she  announced  the  termination  of  the 
intellectual  destroying  Flood;  thirdly,  because  she 
is  commanded  along  with  turtle-doves  for  the 
legal  sacrifices,  because  of  the  gentleness,  and 
because  of  the  purity  of  the  turtle-doves;  fourthly, 
for  a  sign  of  the  reconciliation  and  mercy  of  God, 
and  His  abolition  of  the  winter  of  griefs,  etc.; 
fifthly,  in  the  likeness  of  the  body  of  a  dove,  that 
He  might  indicate  by  the  perfection  of  the  body, 
the  perfection  of  grace,  that  God  giveth  not  the 
Spirit  by  measure  unto  His  Son,  but  in  all  its  ful¬ 
ness;  of  His  fulness  have  we  all  received,  but  in 
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part  never  the  less,  as  much  as  the  tongue  is  less 
than  the  body,  as  also  on  account  of  this  the  Spirit 
came  down  upon  the  Apostles  in  tongues,  as  a 
sign  of  their  being  less  than  our  Lord. 

In  conclusion  let  us  dedicate  ourselves  for  a 
life  that  is  pleasing  to  our  Lord.  Those  of  us 

who  are  baptised  must  ask  whether  our  Lord  is 
well  pleased  with  our  ways.  If  not,  let  us  amend 
our  ways.  Amen. 


Western  8  Jan.  '88 

Memorial  of  John  the  Baptist  Eastern  22  Jan.  '88 

Marl*  6  :  14  -  30 

It  is  the  first  time  this  year  we  hear  from 
the  gospel  of  St.  Mark.  We  were  reading  from 
the  gospels  of  St.  Matthew  and  St.  Luke.  Because 
they  have  the  historical  details  about  the  birth 
of  John  the  Bapitst  and  Jesus.  Now  we  come 
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to  St  Mark’s  gospel.  We  start  from  the  6tl 
chapter  instead  of  the  early  chapters.  Beinj 
the  Memorial  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  it  i 
appropriate  that  we  should  hear  the  story  of  hi; 
death.  This  incident  is  recorded  also  in  Matthew 
14:1-12  and  Luke  9:7-9.  Three  persons  ol 
evil  character  capture  my  attention. 

7.  King  Herod. 

He  conducted  his  birthday  party.  In  the 
presence  of  his  courtiers  and  officers  he  promisee 
the  daughter  of  his  second  wife  Herodias  tha 
be  would  give  anything  she  asked,  even  half  of 
his  kingdom.  She  was  the  daughter  of  his 
brother  Philip.  The  girl  asked  her  mother’s 
advice.  Herodias  demanded  the  head  of  Johr 
the  Baptist.  King  Herod  was  exceedingly  sorry: 
but  because  of  his  oaths  and  his  guests  he  did 
not  want  to  break  his  promise  to  her  (Verse  26). 
What  a  pity!  Herod  should  have  shown  the 
moral  courage  to  break  his  oath  realising  that 
the  request  for  the  head  of  John  the  Baptist  was 
an  unjust  demand.  The  life  of  a  righteous  man 
was  more  valuable  than  his  prestige. 

2.  Daughter  of  Herodias. 

It  is  good  to  respect  your  mother.  It  was 
a  proper  attitude  on  her  part  to  ask  her  mother 
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regarding  the  gift  she  should  demand  from  the 
King.  But  when  her  mother  advised  her  to 
demand  the  head  of  John  the  Baptist,  she  should 
have  shown  the  courage  to  defy  her  mother. 
Obedience  does  not  mean  to  be  a  silent  partner 
to  such  a  heinous  crime. 

3.  Herodias. 

She  is  a  personification  of  revenge.  She 
was  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  kill  John;  for 
he  had  told  King  Herod,  “It  is  not  lawful  for 
you  to  have  >>our  brother’s  wife.”  (Verse  18). 
Like  Jezebel  in  the  Old  Testament  (I  Kings  21:15), 
Herodias  was  a  revengeful  woman.  She  wanted 
to  silence  the  criticism.  She  wanted  to  hide  her 
guilt.  What  a  degradation  forawoman! 

Do  we  have  Herods  among  us  who  want  to 
keep  their  honour  by  murdering  an  innocent 
man?  Do  we  have  girls  like  the  niece  of  Herod 
who  prefer  blind  obedience  by  demanding  the 
murder  of  a  holy  man?  Do  we  have  Herodias 
among  us  who  take  revenge  upon  a  just  and 
righteous  man?  May  God  help  us  to  save  our¬ 
selves  from  these  evils.  Amen. 
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Western  10  Jan.  '88 
After  Epiphany.  1st  Sunday  Eastern  24  Jan.  '88 

Lulfe  4  :  14  -  31 

This  is  the  account  of  the  beginning  of 
public  ministry  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  It 
began  in  Nazareth  where  Jesus  grew  up.  He 
went  to  the  Jewish  synagogue  because  that  was 
the  place  where  he  could  have  an  audience.  It 
was  a  Sabbath  day,  i.e.  Saturday.  The  book  of 
Isaiah  was  given  to  him  to  read.  He  read  from 
first  two  verses  from  chapter  61. 

1.  Verses  18  and  19.  ‘‘The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is 
upon  me,  because  he  has  anointed  me  to  preach 
good  news  to  the  poor.  He  has  sent  me  to  pro¬ 
claim  release  to  the  captives  and  recovering 
of  sight  to  the  blind,  to  set  at  liberty  those  who 
are  oppressed,  to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of 
the  Lord.” 
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This  is  known  as  the  Nazareth  manifesto, 
as  it  was  read  in  Nazareth  by  Jesus.  It  has  a 
great  message  for  social  justice.  To  preach 
good  news  is  to  help  the  poor,  the  captives,  the 
blind,  the  oppressed  etc.  Unfortunately  some 
of  us  today  do  not  care  to  understand  this  social 
dimension  of  the  ministry  of  Jesus.  He  was 
indeed  a  spiritual  man.  But  social  injustice  and 
oppression  was  not  to  be  tolerated.  Let  us 
follow  our  Master  in  helping  the  poor  and  the 
oppressed. 

2.  Verse  27.  “And  there  were  many  lepers  in 
Israel  in  the  time  of  the  prophet  Elisha;  and  none 
of  them  was  cleansed,  but  only  Naaman  the 
Syrian.” 

Jesus  is  saying  that  all  people  do  not  get 
blessings  from  God.  In  the  time  of  Elijah,  the 
widow  of  Zarephath  was  given  God’s  blessings. 
Similarly  Naaman,  the  Syrian  was  healed  during 
the  days  of  Elisha,  the  prophet.  Let  us  not 
dictate  to  God  v/hat  God  should  do  for  us.  We 
receive  God’s  grace.  Let  us  be  thankful  for  the 
many  blessings  we  receive,  although  unworthy 
we  are. 

3.  Verses  28 ,  29.  “When  they  heard  this,  all  in 
the  synagogue  were  filled  with  wrath.  And  they 
rose  up  and  put  him  out  of  the  city,  and  led  him 
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to  the  brow  of  the  hill  on  which  their  city  was 
built,  that  they  might  throw  him  down  headlong.” 

The  Jewish  people  could  not  tolerate  the 
attitude  of  Jesus.  They  considered  him  a  threat, 
a  challenge  to  their  authority.  They  decided  to 
destroy  him.  It  is  written  that  all  in  the  syna¬ 
gogue  were  filled  with  wrath.  How  intolerant 
are  we!  We  do  not  like  criticism.  Whether 
criticism  is  genuine  or  not  we  attack  the  critic 
and  try  to  damage  his  personality.  Of  course 
God  protected  him-  As  mentioned  in  verse  30, 
passing  through  the  midst  of  them, he  went  away. 

God  will  protect  his  people.  Let  us  trust 
in  him  and  do  His  will  for  the  poor  and  oppres¬ 
sed.  Amen. 
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Western  1 5  Jan.  ’88 

Memorial  of  St.  Peter  &  St.  Paul  Eastern  29  Jan.  '88 

Matthew  16:13-  20 
21:  15  -  epd 

The  Memorial  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  is 
on  the  same  day.  There  is  no  evidence  that 
they  died  on  the  same  day.  But  it  is  believed 
that  both  of  them  died  in  Rome.  About  St.  Paul 
there  is  nothing  mentioned  in  the  four  gospels. 
Actually  we  hear  about  Saul  (later  Paul)  only 
when  we  come  to  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles. 
Therefore  on  this  memorial  day  we  have  to  read 
the  gospel  portion  which  is  connected  with  the 
life  of  St.  Peter.  The  event  at  Caesarea  Philippi 
is  a  great  event  which  made  St.  Peter  a  V.I.P. 
among  the  twelve  disciples. 
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1.  Verse  15.  He  said  to  them,  ‘‘But  who  do  you 
say  that  I  am?” 

After  asking  a  general  question  about  what 
people  thought  of  him,  Jesus  asked  a  direct 
question  to  his  disciples  “But  who  do  you  say 
that  I  am?”  It  is  always  easy  to  answer  the 
first  question.  Because  it  is  a  general  question. 
The  disciples  were  only  to  report  what  they  had 
heard  from  others.  People’s  opinions  were  varied. 
They  thought  that  it  was  John  the  Baptist, 
Elijah,  Jeremiah,  or  one  of  the  prophets.  Ishodad 
of  Merv  explains  that  they  compared  Jesus  to 
John,  Elijah  and  Jeremiah  because  they  were 
not  married.  Moses  and  Samuel  were  married 
men  and  hence  they  did  not  compare  Jesus  to 
a  married  man. 

'  Suddenly  Jesus  asked  this  personal  question. 
Perhaps  the  disciples  had  not  anticipated  such  a 
penetrating  question  from  their  master.  The 
disciples  must  have  looked  at  each  other. 

It  is  not  a  mere  historic  question  asked  by 
Jesus  to  his  disciples.  He  puts  this  question  to 
each  one  of  us  today,  “Who  do  you  say  that  I 
am?” 

2.  Verse  16.  Simon  Peter  replied,  “You  are 
the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  living  God.” 


SERMONS  FROM  THE  GOSPELS 


61 


The  unequivocal  and  instant  reply  of  Peter 
must  have  surprised  his  fellow  disciples.  This 
reply  of  Peter  pleased  Jesus  and  he  stated 
“Blessed  are  you,  Simon  Bar  -  Jona!  For  flesh 
and  blood  has  not  revealed  this  to  you,  but  my 
Father  who  is  in  heaven”  (verse  17).  Jesus 
immediately  gives  him  blessings  and  “the  keys 
of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.”  Simon  Peter  becomes 
an  important  personality. 

Whether  Simon  Peter  got  the  prominence 
by  this  single  confession  or  by  his  innate  qualities 
of  head  and  heart  and  devotion  to  Jesus  Christ 
is  not  clear  from  the  Bible.  Perhaps  he  was 
already  like  a  leader  ora  senior  among  the  twelve 
disciples  and  as  soon  as  Jesus  asked  this  question, 
the  disciples  naturally  looked  up  to  their  leader 
to  answer  the  question.  Or,  Peter  jumped  to 
answer  the  direct  question  before  other  disciples 
opened  their  mouths. 

3.  Verse  18  “And  I  tell  you,  you  are  Peter,  and 
on  this  rock  I  will  build  my  Church,  and  the 
powers  of  death  shall  not  prevail  against  it.” 

The  rock  mentioned  here  is  not  the  person 
of  Peter,  but  the  confession  of  faith  of  Peter. 
It  is  on  that  faith  the  Church  is  to  be  built. 
Ishodad  of  Merv  reminds  us,  “We  do  not  call  the 
Church  nor  the  Synagogue ,  the  houses  of  stone 
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and  wood,  but  the  congregation  of  people 
who  are  gathered  to  it.  ”  (p.  66).  The  power  of 
death  is  used  in  Greek  as  the  gates  of  Hades  or 
in  Syriac  as  the  gates  of  Sheol.  Ishodad  explains 
that  it  means  the  persecutions  that  lead  people  to 
death. 

The  faith  in  Christ  is  so  strong  that  the  evil 
powers  cannot  conquer  it.  The  faith  of  Simon 
Peter  was  lost  when  he  denied  our  Lord  at  the 
time  of  the  trial  of  Jesus.  Since  he  reported  he 
was  given  his  rightful  place  in  the  company  of 
the  Apostles. 

We  should  ask  ourselves  “Is  our  faith  strong 
like  a  rock?”  or  does  it  melt  away  at  a  smal 
provocation  or  temptation? 
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Western  10  Jan.  '88 

After  Epiphany.  2nd  Sunday  Eastern  24  Jan.  88 

1:1-29 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  advent  season  we 
have  been  meditating  upon  the  early  chapters  of 
the  gospels  of  St.  Luke  and  St.  Matthew.  On  the 
Memorial  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  we  read  from 
the  Gospel  of  St.  Mark.  Today  for  the  first 
time  we  hear  from  the  gospel  of  St.  John.  We 
begin  from  the  beginning  of  the  gospel. 

1  Verse  /.  “In  the  beginning  was  the  Word, 
and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  Word 
was  God.” 

The  gospel  of  St.  John  does  not  deal  with 
much  historical  details.  His  gospel  appeals  to 
the  wisdom.  Ishodad  of  Merv  states  that  since 
the  first  three  gospels  were  “a  little  deficient  in 
three  miracles  which  our  Lord  wrought;  and 
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seriously  defective  in  the  doctrine  about  His 
divinity”,  he  was  asked  to  write  a  gospel. 

The  Word  was  from  the  beginning.  The 
Word  was  God.  Some  people  argue  that  since 
the  word  ‘Word’  was  used  without  the  definite 
article,  the  Word  was  not  equal  to  God.  It  is  just 
divine  or  below  God.  This  interpretation  rejects 
the  doctrine  of  Trinity.  But  in  the  second  verse 
it  is  clearly  stated  that  all  things  were  made 
through  him,  and  without  him  was  not  anything 
made  that  was  made. 

2.  Verse  4.  “In  him  was  life,  and  the  life  was 
the  light  of  men.”  Ishodad  comments  that  “He 
created  not  only  life ,  but  also  rational  and  dis¬ 
cerning  and  intelligent  life,  that  is  to  say,  mixed 
with  the  light  of  discernment  and  reason,  so  he 
calls  these  Light ,  like  this,  if  the  light  that  is  in 
thee  be  darkness,  how  great  is  that  darkness!” 
(P  215.) 

As  we  read  in  the  fifth  verse  the  light  shines 
in  the  darkness.  The  darkness  cannot  overcome 
that  light.  Have  we  tried  to  see  that  light?  Ate 
we  still  living  in  darkness.  Jesus  said  I  am  the 
light  of  the  world  (John  8:12). 

3.  Verse  14  “And  the  Word  became  flesh  and 
dwelt  among  us,  full  of  grace  and  truth;  we  have 
beheld  his  glory,  glory  as  of  the  only  Son  from 
the  Father.” 
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The  Word  of  God  humbled  himself  to  be  a 
human  being  like  one  of  us  and  to  dwell  among 
us.  God  the  Word  became  a  perfect  man.  About 

the  nature  of  the  humanity  of  Jesus,  there  are 
opposing  views  which  unfortunately  led  to  the 
bitter  christological  controversies  of  the  5th 

century,  especially  at  Ephesus  in  431  A.  D. 
and  at  Chalcedon  in  451  A.  D.  Our  Church 

believes  that  Jesus  Christ  is  perfect  God  and 
perf  ect  man  * 

There  is  a  detailed  discussion  of  this  verse 
in  the  commentary  of  Ishodad.  Without  going 
to  such  details,  this  is  a  very  important 
verse.  The  Word  of  God  dwelt  among  us  full 
of  grace  and  truth.  Can  we  all  try  to  live  full 
of  grace  and  truth. 

The  last  portion  of  this  verse  is  a  personal 
testimony  of  a  historic  life.  We  beheld  his 

glory.  It  is  not  a  second  hand  report.  St.  John 
could  say  that  we  (many  people)  saw  “his  glory ? 
glory  as  of  the  only  son  from  the  Father.”  Can 
we  in  all  humility  try  to  see  this  glory.  It  is  a 
more  precious  sight  than  anything  we  can  desire 
in  this  world.  Through  a  life  of  prayer  let  us 
try  to  see  the  glory  of  our  Lord.  Amen. 

*  Those  who  are  interested  to  know  more  about 
Christological  controversies  can  read  the  author's 
M.  Th.  thesis  (Published).  The  Council  of  Ephesus  of 
431  A.  Mar  Narsai  Press,  Trichur,  Kerala,  India. 

*  9  •  " 
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Western  22  Jan.  '88 

Memorial  of  Evangelists  Eastern  29  Jan.  '88 

Matthew  10  :  1-16 

On  the  memorial  day  of  evangelists  we  read 
the  account  of  St.  Matthew  regarding  the 
calling  of  the  twelve  disciples  by  Jesus  Christ  at 
the  beginning  of  his  public  ministry.  The  names 
of  the  twelve  disciples  are  also  given.  Like 
Simon  and  Andrew,  James  and  John  are  brothers. 
The  names  of  the  remaining  eight  disciples  are 
Philip,  Bartholomew,  Thomas,  Matthew,  James 
the  son  of  Alphaeus,  Thaddaeus,  Simon  the 
Cananaean  and  Judas  Iscariot  The  revised 
Standard  version  of  the  Holy  Bible  says  that 
some  ancient  authorities  read  Lebbaeus  or  Leb- 
baeus  called  I  haddaeus.  Some  think  Thaddaeus 
is  Addhai,  the  co-author  of  the  Thaksa  used  in 
our  Church.  Others  say  Addhai  is  one  of  the 


SERMONS  FROM  THE  GOSPELS 


67 


seventy  and  not  of  the  twelve.  About  Simon, 
Ishodad  comments :  ‘That  of  Simeon  the 
Canaanite ,  not  as  one  who  was  of  the  Kanaanite 
nation,  as  some  have  erroneously  supposed,  but 
Canania  was  the  name  of  his  village.  Also 
Juda  Scariot  was  called  after  the  name  of  his 
village,  Scariot.”  (p.44) 

1.  Verse  8.  “Heal  the  sick,  raise  the  dead, 
cleanse  lepers,  cast  out  demons.  You  received 
without  pay,  give  without  pay.” 

This  verse  is  the  command  from  Jesus  to 
his  disciples.  It  was  a  time  when  there  were  not 
many  hospitals.  Medicine  had  not  been  develop¬ 
ed  to  cure  diseases  like  leprosy  as  of  today.  What 
a  great  relief  it  will  be  if  lepers  are  healed.  The 
public  ministry  of  Christ’s  disciples  must  be 
beneficial  to  the  ordinary  people,  the  sick  and  the 
suffering.  In  the  modern  world  some  Churches 

are  doing  healing  ministry.  But  they  use  not  the 
spiritual  power  alone.  Still  it  is  a  great  thing  to 

serve  the  sick  and  the  suffering  with  dedication, 
or  missionary  zeal  and  a  loving  care.  The 
second  portion  of  the  verse  tells  us  that  we  have 
received  freely  and  we  should  give  it  away  freely. 

2.  Verses  9  &  10.  “Take  no  gold,  nor  silver, 

nor  copper  in  your  belts,  no  bag  for  your 
journey,  nor  two  tunics,  nor  sandals,  nor  a  staff; 

for  the  labourer  deserves  his  food.” 
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Simple  living  is  ideal  for  Christians.  Jesus 
is  not  against  possessing  things.  Some  things 
may  be  necessary.  We  may  need  books,  clothes 
and  church  buildings,  hospitals,  orphanages  etc. 
But  our  emphasis  should  not  be  on  the  worldly 
wealth.  But  the  assurance  that  God  would 
provide  for  their  needs  is  there.  Today  in 
Christian  church  we  should  be  reminded  of  these 
verses  often  so  that  we  would  not  put  too  much 
emphasis  on  worldly  wealth.  Ishodad  comment¬ 
ing  on  these  verses  states:  (Pp.  44  &  45) 

But  because  the  Apostles  were  preaching 
a  new  law  to  those  that  were  accustomed 
to  the  Law,  when  Moses  brought  (them) 
out  of  Egypt  they  had  no  provision  for 
the  way,  and  he  provided  for  them  mira¬ 
culously  for  forty  years  in  the  wilderness, 
that  is  to  say,  this  also  our  Lord  com¬ 
manded  them,  to  go  out  naked;  when  they 
had  nothing,  not  even  taking  anything 
from  other  men,  the  greatness  of  Him 
who  took  care  of  them  would  be  known; 
that  therefore  when  the  Passion  was  near 
He  said  to  them,  When  I  sent  you  without 
purses,  or  bags  or  shoes,  lacked  ye  any¬ 
thing?  reminding  them  how  copiously  He 
had  supplied  their  needs;  and  this  is  the 
purpose  of  the  command  of  our  Lord;  for 
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He  did  not  command  us  to  get  rid  of  our 
needs,  for  this  would  not  have  been  our¬ 
selves,  that  is  to  say,  our  will;  but  nature 
itself  is  lord.  He  has  done  well  to  add 
this,  that  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  his 
food,  to  say,  that  wherever  ye  enter  ye 
shall  receive  like  workmen  the  food  that 
is  due  to  you,  but  I  pay  a  wage  in  the  time 
of  judgment. 

3.  Verse  14.  “And  if  any  one  will  not  receive 
you  or  listen  to  your  words,  shake  off  the  dust 
from  your  feet  as  you  leave  that  house  or  town.” 

Jesus  knew  that  there  would  be  opposition  to 
the  work  of  his  disciples.  People  will  object  to 
their  preaching.  Jesus  is  not  insisting  that  they 
should  continue  to  work  under  hostile  circum¬ 
stances.  They  can  quit  that  place  and  go  to 
other  places.  Because  the  message  of  Christ  is 
useful  to  all  people.  If  some  people  are  not 
willing  to  listen,  there  will  be  people  in  other 
cities  and  villages  who  will  be  happy  to  listen  to 
this  good  news. 

It  is  an  advice  relevant  to  the  evangelists 
today  also.  We  have  other  fields  for  activities. 
Sometimes  we  think  we  want  to  work  in  one 
place.  When  there  is  opposition  in  that  place, 
perhaps  we  should  pray  for  God’s  guidance  to 
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move  out  to  other  places  where  we  may  be  mo 
useful.  Recently  we  began  to  build  a  chun 
in  Bangalore.  Some  fanatics  pulled  the  wal 
down  costing  our  church  a  damage  of  Rs.  60,00 
It  is  a  big  amount  for  our  small  congregation  i 
Bangalore.  Some  people  felt  that  we  should  see 
police  protection  to  re-build  the  broken  wall: 
Instead  of  a  show  of  strength  the  church  commi: 
tee  decided  to  look  for  a  friendly  neighbourhoo 
where  we  can  build  our  church  and  worshi] 
according  to  our  faith  without  offendin 
anybody.  Let  us  always  try  to  do  things  pleasin 
to  God.  Amen. 


15 


Western  10  Jan.  '88 

After  Epiphany.  3rd  Sunday  Eastern  24  Jan.  '88 

Jol>i>  1  :  29  -  43 

Today’s  lesson  is  the  continuation  of  the 
lesson  read  on  the  2nd  Sunday  after  Epiphany. 
Here  John  the  Baptist  is  speaking  about  Jesus. 

1.  Verse  29.  ‘‘Behold,  the  lamb  of  God,  who 
takes  away  the  sin  of  the  world!” 

Jesus  Christ  was  sinless.  But  he  became  the 
lamb  of  sacrifice  for  the  redemption  of  the  sins 

of  the  sinful  people  like  us.  By  becoming  the 
sacrificial  lamb  himself,  he  took  away  the  sins 

of  the  world.  He  was  not  the  one  who  became 
a  sacrifice  for  a  favourite  friend  or  relative.  He 
died  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world.  Ishodad  has 
the  interesting  comment  on  this  subject,  (p.  223) 

But  Mar  Ephraim,  shewing  that  the  type 
possesses  much  resemblance  to  the  reality, 
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says,  Eleazar  the  wooer  of  Rebecca 
shewed  her  Isaac  when  he  was  coming  ii 
the  field  to  meet  them;  and  John,  th< 
wooer  of  the  Church,  shewed  her  th< 
Bridegroom  her  spouse  who  was  coming 
to  her  at  the  river  Jordan.  Eleazar  wooec 
Rebecca  at  the  well  of  water,  and  at  the 
well  of  water,  Jacob  wooed  Rachael;  ai 
the  well  of  water  Moses  wooed  Zippora 
and  at  the  river  of  water  John  wooed  the 
Church;  for  it  is  evident  that  what  he 
said,  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God!  was 
because  they  were  expecting  Him;  and 
now  that  He  was  come,  He  shews  Him  as 
with  the  finger  to  those  who  were  near. 

2.  Verse  39.  He  said  to  them,  “Come  and 

see.” 


Andrew  and  another  disciple  of  John  the 
Baptist  heard  the  testimony  of  their  master 

about  Jesus.  “Behold,  the  lamb  of  God.” 
Therefore  they  left  John  the  Baptist  and  fol¬ 
lowed  Jesus  asking  where  he  was  staying.  Ishodad 
opines  that  the  unnamed  disciple  is  John,  the 
writer  of  the  4th  gospel,  who  concealed  his  name 
out  of  modesty  as  he  is  the  writer  himself. 
To  their  enquiry  Jesus  gave  the  simple  but  diffi¬ 
cult  answer-  “Come  and  see.”  They  obeyed 
him  without  hesitation  and  thus  got  the 
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opportunity  to  be  the  disciples  of  Jesus  before 
others  came  to  the  Lord. 

3.  Verse  41.  “He  first  found  his  brother 
Simon,  and  said  to  him,  “We  have  found  the 
Messiah”  (which  means  Christ)  ’. 

Andrew  decided  to  share  the  news  about 
his  newly  found  leader  with  his  brother  Simon 
Peter.  Was  he  elder  or  younger  to  Andrew? 
We  do  not  know.  But  he  was  quick  in  his 
missionary  zeal  in  winning  his  brother,  a  fisher¬ 
man  to  be  a  follower  of  Jesus.  Now  preachers 
refer  to  the  “operation  Andrew”  in  asking  the 
audience  to  bring  one  more  person  to  a  church 
or  an  evangelistic  crusade.  We  should  be 
convinced  first  before  we  recommend  something 
to  somebody.  Andrew  was  convinced  that  he 
had  found  the  Messiah.  So  he  could  call  his 
brother  Simon  also  to  meet  this  Messiah.  Like 
Andrew,  let  us  also  tell  others  about  Messiah. 
May  God  bless  you.  Amen. 


*  10 


16 


Western  5  Feb.  '88 

Memorial  of  Stephen  Eastern  12  Feb.  88 

Matthew  ll:20-epd 

Stephen  was  one  of  the  seven  deacons 
appointed  by  the  twelve  Apostles  to  help  them 
in  the  administration  of  serving  at  the  tables 
for  the  distribution  of  food  etc-  But  they  were 
men  of  “good  repute,  full  of  the  spirit  and  of 
wisdom”  (Acts  6:3)  He  was  stoned  to  death 
and  Saul  (later  St  Paul)  was  consenting  to  his 
death  (Acts  8:1) 

On  the  memorial  day  of  the  first  martyr  of 
the  Christian  Church  we  read  some  of  the  strong 
words  used  by  Jesus  against  some  of  the  cities 
where  Jesus  had  severe  opposition  to  his  ministry. 

1.  Verse  21.  “Woe  to  you,  Chora’zin!  Woe 
to  you,  Bethsaida!  for  if  the  mighty  works  done 
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in  you  had  been  done  in  Tyre  and  Sidon,  they 
would  have  repented  long  ago  in  sackcloth  and 
ashes.” 

Actually  it  is  not  easy  to  assess  the  good 
results  and  reactions  against  the  ministry  of 
Jesus  in  different  centres.  Obviously  the 
reactions  in  Chorazin  and  Bethsaida  were  not 
very  encouraging.  Hence  Jesus  condemns  them. 

2.  Verse  28.  “Come  to  me,  all  who  labour 
and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest.” 

Ishodad  explains  that  what  Jesus  means  here 
is,  “Turn  to  Me,  and  I  will  set  you  free  from 
the  bondage  of  the  Law,  in  which  you  have 
borne  many  burdens,  and  which  you  have  not 
been  able  to  fulfil  easily;  for  you  have  been 
acquiring  for  yourselves  burdens  of  sins,  for 
which  you  have  been  paying  a  heavy  penalty.” 

Many  men  with  social  concern  feel  that  here 
is  a  really  great  statement  by  Jesus  with  a 
concern  for  the  poor  and  the  oppressed. 

It  is  true  that  the  poor  people  followed 
Christ.  The  Christians  church  also  cared  for  the 
poor  and  the  orphans.  Unfortunately  today  some 
poor  people  feel  that  the  church  is  a  place  for 
the  rich  and  the  middle  class.  Faith  in  Christ 
should  not  be  equated  with  material  wealth  and 
comforts. 
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3.  Verse  30.  “For  my  yoke  is  easy,  and  my 
burden  is  light 

These  words  may  appear  contradictory. 
Because  we  should  feel  that  the  burden  of 
those  who  follow  Jesus  has  been  heavy  in  the 
face  of  persecutions.  But  Ishodad  explains:  (p.52) 

For  my  yoke  is  easy  because  of  pardon* 
and  My  burden  is  light,  because  it  does 
note  ask  for  a  multitude  of  command¬ 
ments  and  varied  observances,  but  for  the 
will  of  the  soul,  and  for  this  that  before 
the  evil  you  should  choose  the  good. 

May  God  help  us  follow  our  master  and 
saviour  Jesus  Christ  who  makes  our  burden  light 
if  we  choose  the  right  path  shown  by  our  Lord. 
Amen. 
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Western  24  Jan.  '88 

After  Epiphany.  4th  Sunday  Eastern  31  Jan.  '88 

John  1  :  43-2  :  12 

This  is  the  continuation  of  the  lesson 
appointed  to  be  read  on  the  3rd  Sunday  after 
Epiphany.  The  calling  of  the  discioles  in  the 
beginning  of  the  public  ministry  of  Jesus  is 
recorded  in  the  portion  read  from  the  first 
chapter  and  the  miracle  at  the  wedding  of  Cana 
is  recorded  in  the  beginning  of  the  2nd  chapter 
read  here  today. 

1.  Verse  46.  “Nathanael  said  to  him,  “Can 
anything  good  come  out  of  Nazareth?”  Philip 
said  to  him,  “Come  and  see.” 

Jesus  called  Philip  directly  and  said  “Follow 
me.”  Philip  went  and  shared  his  experience 
with  Nathanael.  Nathanael  was  a  nice  gentle¬ 
man.  He  could  easily  believe  that  Messiah 
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could  come  from  Nazareth.  Perhaps  the  peopli 
in  Nazareth  did  not  know  that  Jesus  was  bori 
not  in  Nazareth  but  in  Bethlehem.  They  though 
of  Jesus  as  one  from  Nazareth  where  he  grev 
up  since  childhood.  That  is  why  Nathanae 
doubted  whether  Jesus  of  Nazareth  can  be  the  one 
whom  Moses  and  the  prophets  wrote  about 
Philip  did  not  attempt  to  argue  his  case.  He 
simply  stated,  “Come  and  see.” 

2.  Verse  47.  Jesus  saw  Nathanael  coming  tc 
him,  and  said  of  him,  “Behold,  an  Israelite 
indeed,  in  whom  is  no  guile!” 

What  a  clean  certificate  by  Jesus!  We  wish 
we  had  more  of  this  kind  in  our  society.  Now 
there  is  a  lot  of  guile  among  ordinary  men  as 
well  as  among  the  people  in  high  places.  We 
should  think  that  we  would  be  respected  in  our 
society  only  if  we  are  without  guile.  The  people 
who  think  that  deception  is  a  virtue  should  be 
exposed  in  our  society.  Then  only  people  will 
give  up  their  attitude  of  cheating  and  hating 
others.  “A  man  in  whom  is  no  guile.” 

3.  Verse  11.  This,  the  first  of  his  signs,  Jesus 
did  at  Cana  in  Galilee,  and  manifested  his 
glory;  and  his  disciples  believed  in  him.” 

The  miracle  of  turning  water  into  wine. 
Some  people  today  misuse  it  to  justify  drinking 
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wine.  It  is  true  that  Jesus  saved  the  embarrassing 
situation  by  supplying  the  need  of  the  family 
during  the  wedding  feast.  It  is  to  show  the 
power  of  Jesus  that  he  performed  this  miracle 
at  Cana. 

There  is  a  little  joke  of  a  man  who  asked 
his  preacher,  “why  don’t  you  drink  wine  because 
tesus  changed  water  into  wine  at  Cana?”  The 
oreacher  replied,  “If  you  can  turn  water  into 
vine,  I  shall  drink  it.”  Let  us  not  belittle  the 
mportance  of  this  miracle  or  other  miracles 
nentioned  in  the  Bible.  By  performing  this 
niracle,  the  gospel  states  that  he  manifested  his 
?lory.  His  disciples  believed  in  him.  We  need  not 
May  tricks  or  show  magic  for  his  glory.  God’s 
aower  can  strengthen  us  even  today  to  perform 
niracles.  Like  the  disciples  let  us  also  believe  in 
lim  and  in  God’s  power  to  perform  miracles. 
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Western  29  Jan.  88 

Memorial  of  Greek  Malpans  Eastern  5  Feb.  88 

Matthew  4:23-5:20 

Today  we  hear  from  the  famous  Sermon  on 
the  Mount  Jesus  preached  from  the  mountain 
top.  Chapters  5,  6,  7  of  the  gospel  according  to 
St.  Matthew  are  this  famous  sermon. 

Not  only  the  Christians  but  also  Hindus  and 
others  read  this  sermon.  Mahatma  Gandhi 
learned  it  by  heart  and  tried  to  practise  it. 

1.  Verse  24.  “So  his  fame  spread  throughout 
all  Syria,  and  they  brought  him  all  the  sick,  those 
afflicted  with  various  diseases  and  pains, 
demoniacs,  epileptics,  and  paralytics,  and  he 
healed  them.” 

Many  sick  people  were  healed  by  Jesus.  The 
great  success  of  the  public  ministry  of  Jesus  was 
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owing  to  this  healing  ministry  to  the  sick  people. 
Many  of  the  diseases  mentioned  here  are  difficult 
to  be  healed.  But  Jesus  healed  those  who  came 
to  him. 

One  of  the  defects  of  the  church  today  is 
that  it  lacks  this  power  to  heal.  The  treatment  in 
the  mission  hospitals  also  is  terribly  expensive. 
Some  diseases  cannot  be  healed  even  by  the  best 
physician.  Jesus  healed  the  sick.  What  a  useful 
service!  What  a  great  power! 

2.  Verse  9.  ‘'Blessed  are  the  peacemakers, 
for  they  shall  be  called  sons  of  God/’ 

Our  Lord  is  telling  the  large  multitude  who 
gathered  to  listen  to  him  about  the  blessings 
they  could  receive  if  they  are  meek,  merciful, 
pure  in  heart  etc.  These  verses  are  called  the 
beatitudes.  The  mountain  where  he  spoke 
these  words  is  called  the  Mountain  of  Beati¬ 
tudes  and  the  pilgrims  to  the  Holy  Land  visit 
this  place  even  today. 

Jesus  says  that  the  peacemakers  will  be 
called  the  sons  of  God.  What  a  great  privilege! 
We  live  in  a  world  of  tension  and  conflicts 
individually  as  well  as  internationally.  We  need 
peacemakers.  We  ourselves  can  work  as 
peacemakers  in  various  situations.  If  we  do 
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that,  we  will  be  called  the  sons  of  God.  W 
will  be  doing  a  great  service  to  the  humanity  b 
playing  the  roles  of  peacemakers. 

3.  Verse  11.  “Blessed  are  you  when  men  revil 
you  and  persecute  you  and  utter  all  kinds  o 
evil  against  you  falsely  on  my  account.” 

Jesus  told  his  followers  what  to  expect  fron 
others.  When  we  do  good  things  we  will  b< 
persecuted.  They  will  bring  false  charges.  A1 
kinds  of  evil  will  be  uttered  against  us.  Jesu 
tells  us  that  we  should  not  be  disappointed  a 
these  persecutions.  We  should  rejoice  and  be 
glad,  for  our  reward  is  great  in  heaven. 

From  the  time  of  Jesus  even  to  this  da} 
this  is  true.  But  we  should  not  be  discouraged 
People  speak  all  sorts  of  evil  even  if  we  do  the 
right  things.  We  cannot  please  everybody  ever) 
time.  Still  we  should  act  according  to  oui 
conscience,  for  C  hrist’s  sake.  Then  Christ  wil 
give  us  coun  ge  to  face  all  sorts  of  criticisms 
and  persecutions.  May  God  bless  us  abundantly 
Amen. 
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Western  24  Jan.  '88 

After  Epiphany.  5th  Sunday  Eastern  31  Jan.  '88 

John  3:1-22 

This  year  the  4th  and  5th  Sundays  after  the 
Epiphany  are  observed  on  the  same  day.  Because 
the  Rogation  of  the  Ninavites  is  to  be  observed 
in  the  5th  week  after  epiphany.  It  is  to  be  3  weeks 
prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  lent  which  is  on 
Feb  21  on  the  Eastern  calendar. 

1.  Verse  5.  Jesus  answered,  “Truly,  truly  I  say 
to  you,  unless  one  is  born  of  water  and  the 
Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  the  Kingdom  of  God.” 

This  is  a  reply  to  the  question  asked  by 
Nicodemus  to  Jesus.  Nicodemus  was  a  Pharisee 
and  a  ruler  of  the  Jews.  He  had  seen  the 
miracles  of  Jesus  and  was  convinced  that  Jesus 
was  from  God.  Jesus  knew  that  Nicodemus 
was  a  pious  man,  one  who  observed  all  the  laws 
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of  Moses.  What  he  lacked  was  baptism.  Man) 
Jews  at  the  time  of  Jesus  were  good  religious 
people.  Still  they  were  to  be  born  again.  The 
baptism  in  the  Christian  church  is  that  ceremony 
by  which  a  believer  is  born  of  the  water  and  the 
Spirit. 

Today  some  people  will  mislead  us  by  saying 
that  baptism  in  the  church  is  only  water  baptism 
and  the  baptism  in  Spirit  comes  only  later.  But 
in  all  churches  (most  of  the  Christian  churches 
whether  Catholic,  Orthodox  and  Protestant) 
when  we  baptise  in  water  we  pray  for  the  Holy 
Spirit  also  to  come  upon  us. 

2.  Verse  16.  “For  God  so  loved  the  world 

that  he  gave  his  only  Son,  that  whoever 
believes  in  him  should  not  perish  but  have 
eternal  life.” 

This  is  the  key  verse  of  the  gospels.  All 
Christians  should  learn  this  verse  by  heart. 
What  a  great  love  God  showed  to  the  people 
who  deliberately  disobeyed  His  commands  and 
had  fallen  away  from  grace.  He  gave  His  only 
Son.  Sometimes  when  a  child  dies  the  father 
questions  God,  6kOh,  why  have  you  done  it  to 
me?”.  Yes,  God  knows  the  grief  of  the  death 
of  a  son,  when  his  only  begotten  Son  was 
crucified  by  sinful  people. 


SERMONS  FROM  THE  GOSPELS 


85 


He  gave  his  only  Son  for  us  so  that  those 
who  believe  in  him  shall  not  perish  but  have  ever¬ 
lasting  life.  Still  it  is  unfortunate  that  many 
are  perishing  without  having  eternal  life.  Some 
have  heard  the  gospel  and  grown  up  in  the 
nominal  Christian  families.  Others  have  not 
heard  the  gospel  yet.  Many  in  the  villages  in 
North  India  have  not  heard  the  gospel  of  Christ. 
On  the  other  hand  many  in  the  so  called 
Christian  countries  are  perishing  without  expe¬ 
riencing  the  joy  of  salvation  brought  to  us 
through  the  supreme  sacrifice  of  the  only  Son 
of  God. 

3.  Verse  21.  “But  he  who  does  what  is  true 
comes  to  the  light,  that  it  may  be  clearly  seen 
that  his  deeds  have  been  wrought  in  God.” 

Jesus  is  making  it  clear  that  many  people 
prefer  darkness  as  they  do  bad  things.  They  do 
not  want  to  come  to  the  open.  They  have  a 
guilty  conscience.  The  evil  doers  hate  light. 
We  find  many  such  people  in  our  society. 

But  those  who  do  the  right  things  are  not 
afraid  to  come  to  the  open.  We  should  always 
set  a  criterion  for  our  actions.  Can  I  do  it 
openly?  Or,  do  I  have  to  hide?  Let  us  all  try 
to  do  the  right  things  so  that  we  can  stand  with 
a  glad  face  not  only  in  this  world  but  also  in  the 
world  to  come  on  the  day  of  judgement.  Amen. 


20 


Western.  25  Jan.  '8£ 
Bautha  of  Ninavites.  Monday  Eastern.  1  Feb.  '88 

Matthew  5  :  17  -  38 

or 

18  :  23  -  ei>d 

This  is  the  part  of  the  sermon  on  the  mount 
of  Jesus  Christ.  After  saying  the  beatituds 
Jesus  goes  on  to  make  some  more  statements 
which  are  essential  for  his  followers  to  know  in 
their  day  to  day  life  especially  in  the  light  of  the 
new  explanations  Jesus  was  offering  to  the  law 
of  Moses. 

1.  Verse  20.  “For  I  tell  you,  unless  your 
righteousness  exceeds  that  of  the  scribes  and 
Pharisees,  you  will  never  enter  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.” 

The  Pharisees  were  set  apart  to  obey  the 
literal  observation  of  the  law  of  Moses.  The 
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scribes  were  the  educated  men.  Nobody  at  the 
time  of  Jesus  could  claim  to  know  anything 
about  the  Jewish  religion  more  than  the  scribes 

and  Pharisees.  They  enjoyed  such  a  high  status 
in  Jewish  religion.  But  Jesus  is  making  this 
explosive  statement  that  his  followers  will  never 
enter  the  kingdom  of  God  if  their  righteousness 

does  not  exceed  that  of  these  scribes  and 
Pharisees.  It  is  a  challenge  to  us  Christians 
today.  Some  of  us  think  that  we  belong  to  the 
ancient  Church  and  therefore  we  are  superior  to 
others  in  our  religious  practices.  Beware  that 
the  Lord  will  not  say  something  equivalent  to 
the  righteousness  of  the  scribes  and  Pharisees 
when  he  looks  at  us  today. 

2.  Verse  28.  “But  I  say  to  you  that  every  one 
who  looks  at  a  woman  lustfully  has  already 

committed  adultery  with  her  in  his  heart.” 

The  emphasis  of  Jesus  is  not  in  the  literal 
interpretation  of  the  laws  of  Moses.  It  is  less 
literal  but  more  deep  in  moral  sense.  A  man 
who  looks  at  a  woman  lustfully  is  committing 
adultery.  This  interpretation  is  more  important 
today  because  many  Christians  have  begun  to 
give  liberal  interpretation  of  the  laws  of  chastity 
and  morality.  Lustful  living  is  being  practised 
by  those  who  are  called  Christians.  It  is  a 
common  human  weakness.  New  morality 
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becomes  the  order  of  the  day.  Young  people 
are  attracted  by  modern  movies  and  free  living. 
We  should  be  reminded  of  this  explanation  by 
Jesus.  Otherwise  our  moral  standards  will  go 
down  deeply.  The  comments  of  Ishodad  on 
this  point  are  worth  quoting.  (Pp.  36,37) 

He  that  looketh  on  a  woman  to  lust  after  her,  hath 
straightway  committed  adultery  with  her  in  his 
heart.  Some  have  taken  it  about  the  natural 
motions  and  simple  look.  They  very  much  err; 
for  our  Lord  commanded  what  was  possible  to 
happen,  and  not  anything  that  was  natural  and 
necessary;  for  not  even  what  He  says,  Thou  shalt 
not  covet  anything  that  is  thy  fellow's,  does  He 
find  fault,  and  anything  of  thy  fellow's  should 
appear  to  thee  beautiful,  but  only  with  impure 
and  envious  desire.  Thus  also  this,  that  everyone 
who  looks  on  a  woman,  that  is  to  say,  he  who 
considers  her  lasciviously,  so  as  to  awaken  his 
desire,  and  delivers  all  his  soul  to  impurity,  that 
by  his  look  he  may  fulfil  his  desire;  he  who  is 
thus,  is  put  by  Me  in  the  place  of  an  adulterer, 
even  if  he  have  not  completed  the  act,  because 
time  and  place  and  person  did  not  give  him  the 
chance  for  that. 

3.  Verse  37.  “Let  what  you  say  be  simply 
"yes’  or  ‘no’;  anything  more  than  this  comes 
from  evil.” 


Jesus  wants  his  followers  to  be  straight 
forward  in  their  replies.  Many  people  pretended 
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to  be  clever  by  giving  confusing  replies  for 
simple  questions.  At  the  time  of  Jesus  some 
were  even  swearing  but  there  was  no  truth  in 
their  words.  Therefore  Jesus  wants  us  to  say 
“Yes”  or  “No”.  Can  we  learn  to  say  “Yes”  or 
“No”  rather  than  give  clever  replies?  “Anything 
more  than  this  comes  from  the  evil”  says  Jesus. 
May  God  help  us  to  be  free  from  the  evil 
influence  and  answer  “Yes”  or  “No”  and  testify 
to  the  truth.  Amen. 


21 


Western  26  Jan.  '88 

Bautha  of  Ninavites.  Tuesday  Eastern  2  Feb.  '88 

LuHe  18:1-  15 

Here  we  read  two  parables  spoken  by  Jesus. 
These  parables  are  recorded  only  in  this  gospel 
and  not  in  other  three  gospels. 

*  12 
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1.  Verse  7.  “And  will  not  God  vindicate  hi; 
elect,  who  cry  to  him  day  and  night?  Will  he 
delay  long  over  them?” 

There  was  a  widow  in  a  city  who  went  tc 
the  judge  who  “neither  feared  God  nor  regarded 
man.”  Still  at  the  persistent  request  of  the 
widow  the  judge  said,  “I  will  vindicate  her.” 
Jesus  is  saying,  “Hear  what  the  unrighteous 
judge  says.”  Then  Jesus  is  asking,  “Will  not 
God  vindicate  his  elect  who  cry  to  him  day  and 
night?” 

We  should  ask  and  request  for  his  blessings. 
Then  he  will  not  refuse  us. 

2.  Verse  12.  “I  fast  twice  a  week’  I  give  tithes 
of  all  that  I  get.” 

Jesus  is  telling  about  a  Pharisee  who  prayed 
to  God  justifying  his  life  and  good  things  he  does 
like  fasting  twice  a  week  and  giving  tithes. 
Jesus  later  tells  that  he  was  not  justified  by  God. 

We  often  have  a  Pharisaic  attitude.  We 
think  we  are  good  Christians.  We  justify  our 
stand.  Christ  will  not  be  pleased  with  our¬ 
selves  justifying  at  prayer  or  in  our  fasting  or 
tithing. 

3.  Verse  13.  But  the  tax  collector  standing  far 
off,  would  not  even  lift  up  his  eyes  to  heaven, 
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but  beat  his  breast,  saying,  “God,  be  merciful  to 
me  a  sinner.” 

The  tax  collectors  were  not  liked  by  people 
at  that  time.  Perhaps  even  today  that  is  true. 
The  tax  collector  went  to  pray  but  did  not  even 
lift  his  eyes  up  to  heaven.  He  confessed  that  he 
was  a  sinner.  He  had  behaved  cruelly  to  those 
who  had  evaded  paying  tax.  He  was  asking  for 
forgiveness;  for  he  was  a  sinner. 

We  are  all  sinners.  We  should  ask  for 
forgiveness.  Our  Lord  is  assuring  forgiveness 
to  the  humble,  the  sinners.  The  tax  collector 
got  redemption  while  the  Pharisee  did  not.  So 
let  us  humble  ourselves  so  that  we  will  be  exalted 
by  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 


Western  27  Jan.  '88 
Ba’utha  of  Ninavites.  Wednesday  Eastern  3  Feb.  '88 

Matthew  6:1-19 

This  is  the  continuation  of  the  Sermon  on 
the  Mount.  Jesus  is  touching  upon  several 
practical  pieces  of  advice  to  his  followers.  If  we 
can  follow  the  advice  contained  in  the  Sermon 
on  the  Mount  at  least  partially,  our  world  will 
be  a  better  place  to  live  peacefully. 

1.  Verse  1.  “Beware  of  practising  your  piety 
before  men  in  order  to  be  seen  by  them;  for  then 
you  will  have  no  reward  from  your  Father  who 
is  in  heaven.” 

You  should  not  seek  publicity  when  you 
pray  or  give  alms.  You  are  doing  these  things 
not  for  publicity.  Today  some  of  us  do  certain 
things  expecting  some  material  reward  in  return. 
But  our  Lord  has  warned  us  here  clearly  that 
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we  go  after  rewards  in  this  world,  we  will  receive 
no  reward  from  our  Father  in  heaven.  Whether 
we  pray  or  give  alms  or  do  any  good  deeds  let 
us  do  them  not  for  publicity’s  sake.  There  are 
certain  good  qualities  of  people  that  should  be 
announced  to  others  so  that  they  can  be  examples 
to  others.  May  God  help  us  to  lead  examplary 
lives. 

2.  Verse  9 — 13.  “Pray  then  like  this.  Our 

Father  who  art  in  heaven .  . But  deliver 

us  from  evil.” 

This  prayer  is  known  as  the  Lord’s  Prayer. 
This  is  a  simple  prayer,  but  contains  a  lot  of 
things.  It  is  significant  because  our  Lord  him¬ 
self  taught  it.  This  prayer  is  recited  in  many 
languages  all  over  the  world.  Even  in  our 
liturgical  services  we  recite  this  prayer  more 
than  once,  not  only  in  the  beginning  and  the 
end,  but  also  in  the  middle. 

This  prayer  begins  with  the  words  “Our 
Father!”  What  a  privilege  to  call  God  our 
Father.  It  is  a  personal  relationship.  Therefore 
we  should  try  to  know  God  personally  and  try 
to  get  His  will  done  in  this  world.  It  is  not  easy 
to  forgive  those  who  tresspass  against  us.  But 
we  should  do  that.  Then  only  we  can  claim 
forgiveness  from  our  Father  for  our  own  sins. 
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We  are  also  praying  that  we  should  not  be  le< 
into  temptation.  We  are  praying  to  deliver  u 
from  the  evil. 

3.  Verse  18.  “That  your  fasting  may  not  b 
seen  by  men  but  by  your  Father  who  is  ii 
secret;  and  your  Father  who  sees  in  secret  wil 
reward  you.” 

After  teaching  the  Lord’s  prayer  our  Lore 
is  repeating  what  he  spoke  about  practising 
piety  before  men  at  the  first  verse  of  this  chapter 
There  Christ  mentioned  praying  and  alms  giving 
Now  he  deals  with  fasting.  We  should  nol 
disfigure  our  faces  to  show  to  the  world  that 
we  are  fasting  etc. 

Fasting  is  good.  But  fasting  to  show  tc 
others  is  no  good.  Jesus  is  asking  us  to  anoint 
our  heads  and  wash  our  faces  so  that  we  will 
not  put  up  a  ‘ pietistic ’  look  by  our  fasting.  It 
is  true  that  we  are  fasting.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  fasting  is  a  good  thing  for  our  body  and  soul 
Let  us  not  condemn  fasting.  What  we  should 
avoid  is  the  fasting  to  show  to  others  our  spiri¬ 
tual  superiority.  Father  who  sees  in  secret  will 
reward  us,  only  if  we  fast  not  seen  by  men. 

Shall  we  follow  this  advice  of  Jesus 
contained  in  the  Gospel  lesson  of  today?  Let 
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us  practise  our  piety  not  to  be  seen  by  men. 
Let  us  at  the  same  time  grow  in  spiritual 
maturity  through  prayer,  alms  giving  and  fasting. 
May  our  Lord  help  us  for  that.  Amen. 


Western  28  Jan.  '88 

Ba  utha  of  Ninavites.  Thursday  Eastern  4  Feb.  88 

JobD  16  :  23  -  ei>d 

The  Thursday  after  the  three  days  of  fasting 
and  prayers  commemorating  the  fast  of  the 
people  of  Nineveh  during  the  days  of  Prophet 
Jonah  is  known  as  the  day  of  Thanksgiving, 

Kubalthaibutha.  After  three  days  of  prayer 
today  we  thank  God  for  answers  to  our  prayers 
for  us  and  for  others. 

1.  Verse  24.  “Hitherto  you  have  asked  nothing 
in  my  name;  ask,  and  you  will  receive,  that  your 
joy  may  be  full.” 
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It  is  true  that  hitherto  they  had  never  praye< 
in  his  name.  They  never  knew  that  they  couli 
pray  in  his  name.  It  is  the  first  time  Jesus  i 
telling  them  that  they  could  pray  in  that  way 
Jesus  is  assuring  them  that  if  they  pray  in  hi 
name  their  request  will  be  granted.  Their  joy  ma; 
befull.  We  Christians  today  should  never  forge 
this  assurance  given  by  Jesus  Christ  himself.  Wt 
should  learn  to  pray  more  and  receive  more  fron 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

2.  Verse  26.  “In  that  day  you  will  ask  in  rm 
name;  and  I  do  not  say  to  you  that  I  shall  praj 
the  Father  for  you.” 

Here  Jesus  refers  to  the  time  after  the 
descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit  so  that  the  disciples 
would  know  that  Jesus  came  down  from  the 
Father.  About  this  statement  Ishodad comments: 
(P.  272) 

"But  this,  I  say  not  unto  you  that  I  will  pray  My 
father  for  you  is  not  contrary  to  what  He  said  above 
I  will  pray  the  Father;  for  it  is  suitable  to  the 
Manhood  that  was  taken  that  He  should  pray; 
although  he  did  not  really  pray,  but  because  He 
was  the  very  cause  of  the  gift.  He  calls  prayer 
his  own;  but  here  because  He  was  speaking  about 
the  greatness  of  His  Godhead,  which  they  were 
about  to  know  openly  He  says,  I  will  not  pray; 
to  shew  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  pray  for  them 
he  Himself  could  equally  (well)  give,  etc." 
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3.  Verse  33.  ‘‘I  have  said  this  to  you,  that  in 

me  you  may  have  peace.  In  the  world  you 
have  tribulation;  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have 
overcome  the  world.” 

We  find  peace  in  Christ.  He  is  the  prince 
of  peace.  During  his  birth  the  angels  announced 
peace  on  earth.  But  believing  in  Christ  does  not 
guarantee  us  comfortable  life.  We  have  tribu¬ 
lations  in  this  world-  But  at  the  same  time 
Jesus  is  asking  his  disciples  to  “be  of  good 
cheer.”  Because  he  has  overcome  the  world. 
Christ  brought  victory  over  this  world.  He  has 
overcome  this  world.  Therefore  those  of  us  who 
believe  in  Him  today  can  overcome  this  world. 
We  can  be  happy  even  in  the  midst  of  difficul¬ 
ties  of  this  world  if  we  put  trust  in  Christ,  the 
victorious  Christ.  Amen. 


*  13 


Western  29  Jan.  '8c 

Memorial  of  Syriac  Malpans  Eastern  5  Feb.  Si 

Matthew  16  :  24-17:10 

The  memorial  day  of  the  Syriac  Malpam 
(doctors)  immediately  follow  the  Rogation  of 
the  Ninavites.  It  is  on  the  Friday  of  the  5th  week 
after  Epiphany.  St.  Ephrem,  Mar  Narsai,  and 
Mar  Abraham  are  the  important  Syrian  Fathers 
commemorated  in  the  Church  of  the  East.  The 
first  portion  of  the  gospel  lesson  is  the  advice 

of  Jesus  to  his  disciples.  The  second  portion 
taken  from  the  17th  chapter  is  the  description 
of  the  event  that  took  place  at  the  Mount  of 
Transfiguration. 

1.  Verse  24.  Then  Jesus  told  his  disciples, 
“If  any  man  would  come  after  me,  let  him  deny 
himself  and  take  up  his  cross  and  follow  me  ” 

Jesus  is  teaching  his  disciples  the  lesson  of 
self  denial.  It  is  possible  that  some  of  the 
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disciples  who  followed  Jesus  were  still  hoping 
for  some  material  benefits  when  Jesus  would  be 
the  Messiah  or  the  liberator  of  the  Jewish 
people.  Therefore  Jesus  made  it  very  clear  to 
them  that  by  following  Jesus  nobody  can  expect 
material  wealth  or  comforts.  One  has  to  deny 
himself  and  take  up  his  cross  before  he  follows 
Jesus. 

It  is  an  advice  to  us  today.  By  following 
Jesus  we  should  not  aspire  for  material  pros¬ 
perity  or  a  life  of  luxury.  It  is  self-denial,  and 
sacrifice. 

2.  Verse  4.  “And  Peter  said  to  Jesus,  Lord, 
it  is  well  that  we  are  here;  if  you  wish,  I  will 
make  three  booths  here,  one  for  you  and  one  for 
Moses,  and  one  for  Elijah.” 

At  the  Mount  of  Transfiguration  Peter, 
James  and  John  saw  that  the  face  of  Jesus  shone 
like  a  sun  and  his  garments  became  white  as 
light-  They  heard  that  Moses  and  Elijah  were 
talking  with  Jesus.  Then  Peter  uttered  these 
words.  By  human  wisdom  Peter’s  plan  is 
commendable.  But  it  is  not  according  to  human 
plan  this  wonderful  dazzling  sight  has  occurred- 
Therefore  Peter’s  plan  did  not  materialise. 

Spiritual  visions  may  not  be  lasting  for 
hours.  It  is  short  and  unexpected.  It  may  not 
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happen  when  we  plan  for  it  and  announce  aboul 
it  or  anticipate  it  for  human  glory.  Divine 
intervention  is  not  man’s  manipulation.  Today 
sometimes  we  seem  to  forget  this  truth.  We 
want  to  stagemanage  the  working  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  on  our  lives.  It  never  happens  our  way. 
It  should  happen  in  God’s  way. 

3.  Verse  7.  But  Jesus  came  and  touched  them, 
saying,  “Rise,  and  have  no  fear.” 

When  the  cloud  overshadowed  them  and 
declared  that  “This  is  my  beloved  Son,  with 
whom  I  am  well  pleased;  listen  to  him”,  the 
disciples  fell  on  their  faces.  They  were  happy  a 
moment  earlier  when  Peter  came  up  with 
a  suggestion  to  build  three  booths.  But  when 
the  voice  of  God  was  heard,  these  disciples  fell 
unconscious.  The  holy  presence  of  God  must 
be  a  terrifying  experience  to  unholy  and 
unworthy  human  beings.  But  Jesus  came  and 
touched  the  disciples  and  told  them,  “Rise,  and 
have  no  fear.”  The  soothing  touch  of  Jesus  is 
always  a  healing  experience  to  a  Christian. 
When  Christ  is  with  us  we  can  be  strengthened 
in  our  life  and  witness.  “Rise  and  have  no  fear” 
is  the  assurance  Jesus  gives  to  his  disciples.  The 
same  assurance  is  always  there  to  every  believer. 

May  the  Lord  who  shone  like  a  sun  on  the 
Mount  of  Transfiguration  shine  in  our  hearts. 
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The  mountain  top  experience  was  great  to  Peter 
and  others.  But  we  all  are  not  always  on  the 
mountain  top.  We  are  in  the  valleys  of 
disfigurement  and  daily  conflicts  and  crises. 
May  the  Christ  grant  us  grace  and  assure  us 
“Rise  and  have  no  fear.”  Amen. 


Western.  31  Jan.  '88 

After  Epiphany.  6th  Sunday  Eastern.  7  Feb.  '88 

Jol>i>  3  :  22  -  4  :  4 


Like  Jesus,  John  the  Baptist  also  had  some 
disciples.  We  do  not  know  how  many.  These 
disciples  of  John  had  an  argument  with  a  Jew 
about  purifying.  Then  they  came  to  John  and 
said  to  him,  “Rabbi,  he  was  with  you  beyond 
the  Jordan,  to  who  you  have  bore  witness,  here 
he  is  baptising,  and  all  are  going  to  him.” 
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1.  Verse  27.  John  answered,  “No  one  cai 
receive  anything  except  what  is  given  him  fron 
heaven.” 

John  the  baptist  is  explaining  here  that  th 
authority  which  Jesus  was  exercising  was  fron 
God.  Nobody  should  question  what  Jesus  wa: 
doing.  This  reply  of  John’s  also  tells  us  thatw< 
should  not  vainly  seek  to  get  power.  If  we 
deserve  it,  it  will  be  given  to  us  from  above.  Ir 
this  world  many  try  to  grab  power  which  was  not 
given  to  them  from  above.  Some  people  get 
disappointed  when  they  do  not  get  what  they 
want.  Others  manage  to  exercise  some  power 
for  some  time  but  it  is  challenged  by  others 
because  it  was  not  originally  given  to  him  from 
above. 

2.  Verse  30.  “He  must  increase,  but  I  must 
decrease.” 

When  John  the  Baptist  said  these  words, 
he  meant  it  full.  Jesus  must  increase  and  John 
must  decrease.  John  was  not  complaining  that 
he  was  not  himself  getting  any  prominence. 
He  was  not  inciting  people  to  support  him  to 
acquire  more  power.  There  was  no  desire  in 
the  mind  of  John  to  increase.  He  must  himself 
decrease.  He  was  willing  to  do  so  and  gladly 
announcing  it  publicly. 
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Some  people  today  will  amend  this  state¬ 
ment  and  say,  “He  and  I  must  increase.”  Others 
will  say  that  he  must  decrease  and  I  must  increase. 
In  this  world  of  competition  we  forget  what 
John  said.  Some  of  us  may  discard  the  opinion 
of  John’s  as  an  outdated  attitude  which  is  no 
longer  valid  in  the  modern  times.  But,  give  it 
a  try,  we  will  find  better  peace  of  mind,  if  we 
stop  the  lust  for  power  and  the  desire  to  see 
others  decrease  so  that  we  increase  out  of 
proportion. 

3.  Verse  36.  “He  who  believes  in  the  Son  has 
eternal  life;  he  who  does  not  obey  the  Son  shall 
not  see  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God  rests  upon 
him.” 


This  is  the  testimony  of  John  the  Baptist 
and  not  of  Jesus.  John  the  Baptist,  through 
one  of  his  rare  testimonies  recorded  in  the 
Gospels,  is  making  it  unequivocally  clear  that 
eternal  life  is  possible  only  if  you  believe  in  the 
Son.  We  should  follow  and  obey  Jesus.  If  we 
do  not  accept  Jesus  we  will  not  see  life.  More¬ 
over  the  wrath  of  God  will  rest  upon  him- 
Obedience  to  Jesus  Christ  and  his  teachings  is 
an  essential  condition  for  eternal  life.  John  the 
Baptist  believed  so  and  taught  likewise.  May 
God  help  us  to  obey  the  teachings  of  Christ. 
Amen. 


26 


Memorial  of  one  person 

Matthew  24  :  45  -  47 
25 :  14  -  24 

The  gospel  lesson  appointed  to  be  read  o 
the  memorial  day  of  one  person  can  be  used  fo 
the  memorial  days  of  those  to  whom  no  specia 
day  is  fixed  like  St.  Stephen,  St.  Peter  etc 
which  we  already  observed  during  the  Friday 
following  Epiphany. 

There  is  an  alternate  reading  if  the  saint  w< 
commemorate  is  a  martyr.  Then  we  read  10:37- 

end;  19:27-end  from  the  same  gospel.  The  theme 
found  in  the  portions  read  from  24  and  2 i 
chapters  of  St.  Matthew  tell  us  about  faithfulness 
of  a  servant. 

1 .  Verse  46.  “Blessed  is  that  servant  whom  his 
master  when  he  comes  will  find  so  doing.” 
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In  the  45th  verse  Jesus  is  asking  a  question 
'Who  then  is  the  faithful  and  wise  servant?” 
shodad  is  of  the  opinion  that  this  parable  refers 
o  the  priests  of  the  Church  (P.  96). 

Who  then  is  a  faithful  servant ,  etc.  This 
parable  refers  to  the  rulers  and  priests  of 
the  Church;  by  that  word  whol  and  by 
the  particle  then ,  He  refers  to  the  diffi¬ 
culty  and  indigence  and  littleness  and 
doubt  which  were  common  to  those  who 
ought  to  be  perfect  in  faith  and  wisdom; 
like  this,  that  who  would  have  said  unto 
Abraham,  that  Sara  should  have  given 
children  suck?  or  like  this,  What  manner 
of  man  is  this,  that  the  winds  and  the  sea 
obey  him?  One  is  called  faithful ,  on  the 
one  hand,  because  of  his  conscience 
towards  God,  that  he  will  not  bend  from 
the  things  that  are  right;  and  wise ,  on  the 
other  hand,  because  of  the  variety  of  the 
wills  and  dispositions  of  men;  He  hints 
that  like  a  living  creature,  they  are 
composed  of  many  substances,  having 
known  how  to  deal  with  each  of  them  all 
according  to  its  qualities. 

'he  46th  verse  is  an  answer  to  the  question 
aised  in  the  previous  verse. 

*  14 
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2.  Verse  25:15.  “To  one  he  gave  five  talents, 
another  two,  to  another  one,  to  each  accordii 
to  his  ability/' 

The  parable  of  the  talents  told  by  Jesus 
well-known  among  Christians.  The  Revise 
Standard  Version  of  the  Holy  Bible  in  i 

footnote  states  that  “This  talent  was  probabl 
worth  about  a  thousand  dollars.”  If  that  is  sc 

it  is  a  big  amount  which  the  master  going  on 

journey  gave  to  his  servants.  He  gave  fiv 
talents  to  one  and  two  to  the  second  and  one  t 

the  third  on  the  basis  of  the  ability  of  each  one 
About  this  point  Ishodad  comments  (P.  99) 

This,  To  every  man  according  to  hi, 
ability ,  and  took  his  journey ;  as  Paul  says 

“To  every  man  is  given  the  manifestatioi 
of  the  Spirit  to  profit  him.”  (He  calls 

those  who  doubled  their  talents  those  whc 
by  the  works  of  their  teaching  furtherec 
the  others;  for  this,  that  he  hid  his  monei 
refers  to  those  who  are  lazy  and  idle 

Now  he  attributes  laziness  and  idlenes 
to  him  who  had  one  talent;  not  as  if  thos< 

who  have  five  and  two  do  not  despis< 
(them),  but  because  contempt  is  attached 
according  to  the  multitude,  to  those  whc 
are  supposed  to  have  received  somethin] 
little;  on  account  of  this  He  attributec 
laziness  to  this  one. 
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.  Verse  21.  “His  master  said  to  him,  “Well 
lone,  good  and  faithful  servant,  you  have  been 
aithful  over  a  little,  I  will  set  you  over  much; 
inter  into  the  joy  of  your  master/' 

His  master  told  these  words  to  the  one 
vho  multiplied  his  five  talents.  The  same 
erse  is  repeated  in  verse  23  when  the  man 
vith  2  talents  multiplied  his.  We  learn  from 
he  26th  verse  that  he  scolded  the  man  who  hid 
lis  only  talent.  The  master  called  him,  “You 
vicked  and  slothful  servant!’' 

Dear  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ,  our 
^ord  wants  to  bt  faithful  and  active  and  not  lazy. 
5ome  of  us  often  fall  into  this  danger  of  inacti¬ 
vity.  We  become  backsliders  and  slothful.  May 
mr  Lord  grant  us  wisdom  to  follow  the  example 
;hown  by  the  two  who  multiplied  the  talents 
entrusted  to  them.  Whether  it  is  five  or  two, 
et  us  be  diligent  and  active  in  His  vineyard. 
\men. 


£7 


Western.  7  Feb.  'I 

After  Epiphany.  7th  Sunday  Eastern.  14  Feb.  '£ 

Matthew  7:28-8:14 

We  are  coming  to  the  close  of  the  season  c 
seven  weeks  after  the  feast  of  Epiphany.  Fror 
next  week  we  will  start  the  Lent.  Two  interest 
ing  incidents  are  recorded  in  this  lesson. 

1 .  Verses  28  and  29.  “And  when  Jesus  finishes 
these  sayings,  the  crowds  were  astonished  at  hi 
teaching,  for  he  taught  them  as  one  who  ha< 
authority,  and  not  as  their  scribes.” 

This  is  the  final  remark  in  the  seven! 
chapter  about  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  deliver 
ed  by  Jesus  Christ  recorded  in  the  chapters  5,  (. 
and  7  of  the  gospel  according  to  St.  Matthew 
In  his  marathon  sermon  Jesus  dealt  with  severs 
topics  such  as  beatitudes,  murder,  adultery 
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divorce,  oaths,  retaliation,  love,  prayer,  tasting, 
wealth,  judging  others,  two  ways  of  life,  false 
and  true  teaching,  true  way  to  the  Kingdom, 
parable  of  the  two  builders  etc.  Then  St. 
Matthew  remarks  that  the  people  were  astonish¬ 
ed  at  the  teaching  of  Jesus.  The  reason  stated 
here  for  the  astonishment  of  the  people  is  that 
Jesus  spoke  with  authority.  The  scribes  used  to 
speak  to  them  as  scholars,  but  they  lacked 
authority.  That  is  the  reason  why  Jesus  had  a 
greater  impact  on  the  people.  Not  only  ordinary 
people  but  also  the  government  officials  were 
impressed  by  the  way  Jesus  spoke.  On  a 
different  occasion  we  see  that  when  the  chief 
priests  and  Pharisees  sent  police  to  arrest  Jesus 
they  came  back  without  taking  Jesus  into 
custody.  When  the  officers  were  asked  to 
explain  their  behaviour  their  testimony  was, 
“No  man  ever  spoke  like  this  man!”  (John.  7:46). 

2.  Verse  3.  And  he  stretched  out  his  hand  and 
touched  him,  saying,  “  I  will;  be  clean.” 

After  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  when  Jesus 
was  coming  down,  a  leper  requested  him  for 
cleansing.  His  request  was  simple,  “Lord,  if 
you  will,  you  can  make  me  clean.”  The  leper 
had  no  doubt  about  the  power  and  authority  of 
Jesus  to  heal  the  sick.  Jesus  can  do  if  he  wills. 
Jesus  did  not  delay  the  poor  leper.  He  stretched 
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out  his  hand  and  said,  “I  will;  be  clean.”  Jesu 
is  willing  to  say  the  same  to  all  of  us  who  seel 
cleansing  from  Him,  the  Saviour  of  the  whol< 
humanity, 

3.  Verse  13.  And  to  the  centurion  Jesus  said 
“Go:  be  it  done  for  you  as  you  have  believed.” 

When  Jesus  entered  Capernaum,  a  centurion 
requested  him  to  heal  his  servant  who  is  paralyz¬ 
ed.  When  Jesus  offered  to  visit  his  home  and 
his  servant,  the  centurion  stated  that  he  was 
unworthy  to  have  Jesus  in  his  home.  A  word 
is  enough  to  heal  his  servant.  Jesus  marvelled 
at  the  humility  and  faith  of  this  centurion  and 
told  his  followers,  “Truly,  I  say  to  you,  not  even 
in  Israel  have  I  found  such  faith”.  (Verse  10). 
Then  Jesus  gives  us  a  warning  that  the  sons 
of  the  kingdom  will  be  thrown  into  the 
outer  darkness.  There  will  be  many  who  will 
come  from  east  and  west  and  sit  at  table  with 
Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven. 

Then  Jesus  says  to  the  centurion  that  the 
healing  of  the  servant  will  take  place  as  believed 
by  him.  Can  we  Christians  desire  to  have  a 
portion  of  the  complete  confidence  which  the 
centurion  had  put  in  Jesus?  May  our  Lord  help 
us  to  have  such  faith.  Amen. 


Western.  12  Feb.  '88 
Memorial  of  the  Dead  Eastern.  19  Feb.  '88 

J©bi>  5:19-  30 
(or  Matthew  25  :  31  —  ci>d) 

Just  two  days  before  the  Lent  begins  we 
remember  all  the  departed  ones.  As  an  ancient 
Church  we  remember  the  dead  people  in  our 
prayers.  On  this  day  we  go  to  the  cemetery  and 
conduct  prayers  for  all  those  who  are  buried  in 
that  place. 

1.  Verse  21.  “For  as  the  Father  raises  the  dead 
and  gives  them  life,  so  also  the  Son  gives  life  to 
whom  he  will.” 

Jesus  was  not  revealing  his  full  authority  to 
his  disciples  in  the  early  part  of  his  public 

ministry.  Gradually  only  he  informs  his 
captivated  audience  with  the  claims  of  the  Son 

to  be  equal  to  God.  As  Father  gives  the  life,  the 
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Son  also  gives  the  life.  Although  Jesus  was 
performing  miracles  the  people  were  not  aware 
of  his  position  in  relation  with  God,  the  Father 
In  verse  19  Jesus  says  that  the  Son  cannot  do 
anything  on  his  own  accord.  Jesus  is  teaching  us 
that  Father  and  the  Son  are  one.  Son  can  do 
greater  things  than  he  had  already  done  so  that 
they  would  marvel  at. 

2.  Verse  24.  ‘Truly,  truly,  I  say  to  you,  he  who 
hears  my  word  and  believes  Him  who  sent  me, 
has  eternal  life,  he  does  not  come  into  judgment, 
but  has  passed  from  death  to  life.’' 

Some  people  were  not  sure  who  Jesus  was. 
Therefore  Jesus  was  declaring  that  he  who 
believes  his  word  has  eternal  life.  Belief  in 
Jesus  Christ  is  a  necessary  condition  for  eternal 

life.  There  is  no  need  of  academic  qualification 
or  noble  birth  to  pass  from  death  to  life.  It 
comes  free  to  all  those  who  believe  in  the  word 
of  Jesus. 

3.  Verse  28  &  29.  “Do  not  marvel  at  this;  for 
the  hour  is  coming  when  all  who  are  in  the 
tombs  will  hear  his  voice  and  come  forth,  those 
who  have  done  good,  to  the  resurrection  of  life 
and  those  who  have  done  evil,  to  the  resurrection 
of  judgment.” 
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The  Pharisees  believed  in  the  resurrection, 
but  Sadduccees  did  not.  Jesus  is  making  His 
teaching  clear  that  there  is  a  day  of  resurrection. 
Jesus  makes  it  clear  to  all  of  us  that  those  who 
have  done  bad  things  in  the  world  will  be 
punished.  Those  who  have  done  good  deeds  in 
this  life  will  be  rewarded. 

Just  giving  money  to  the  Church  during  one’s 
life  or  after  one's  death  does  not  qualify  any  one 
to  eternal  bliss  on  the  day  of  resurrection.  We 
are  all  sinners.  But  we  can  repent.  The 
precious  blood  shed  at  the  Cross  of  Calvary 
will  cleanse  us  and  guarantee  us  “the  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  life.’'  May  God  help  us  to  escape  the 
judgment.  Amen. 


*  15 
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After  Epiphany.  8th  Sunday 

Marl*  1:1-12 

Usually  we  never  hear  this  gospel  lesson. 
Because  there  are  only  seven  weeks  for  each 
season.  The  season  of  Epiphany  is  also  only 
seven  weeks.  The  Sunday  following  the  7th 
Sunday  of  Epiphany  is  always  the  first  Sunday 
of  lent.  But  sometimes  the  Easter  in  the 
Eastern  Church  comes  in  May.  In  such  extreme 

cases  of  delayed  Easter,  we  cannot  start  lent 
until  the  middle  of  March.  Thus  sometimes  the 
second  Sunday  of  March  happens  to  be  a  Sunday 
between  Epiphany  7th  and  the  beginning  of 
lent.  Since  Epiphany  is  always  on  January  19, 
the  8th  Sunday  after  Epiphany  can  come  on  a 
Sunday  after  March  8. 

1  .  Verse  2.  “As  it  is  written  in  Isaiah  the 
prophet,  “Behold,  I  send  my  messenger  before 
thy  face,  who  shall  prepare  thy  way;” 
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Here  the  reference  is  to  John  the  Baptist 
who  was  sent  to  be  the  forerunner  of  Jesus 
Christ.  The  reference  to  the  Prophets  is  taken 
from  Malachi  3:1.  Why  did  Mark  make  this 
mistake  of  mentioning  the  name  of  Isaiah 
instead  of  Malachi?  As  a  matter  of  fact  the 
word  Isaiah  is  mentioned  by  Matthew7  and  Luke 
in  chapter  3  and  by  John  in  chapter  1.  Some 
scholars  think  that  in  the  original  version 
Mark  must  have  written  “the  prophet”  which  in 
later  copies  some  people  may  have  made  it 
“Isaiah  the  prophet”  not  knowing  that  it  was 
Malachi  and  not  Isaiah  who  said  it.  The  other 
possibility  is  that  this  was  in  the  original  Isaiah 
wdiich  was  lost.  Some  think  that  it  was  added 
by  some  translators  by  mistake.  Whether  it  was 
the  mistake  of  Mark  or  the  later  translators  or 
copyists  of  the  manuscripts  of  Mark’s  gospel,  it 
is  true  that  a  prophet  (Malachi  as  we  know  now) 
had  prophesied  that  a  messenger  will  be  sent  to 
prepare  the  way.  The  New  King  James  Version 
known  as  The  Open  Bible  omits  the  word  Isaiah 
from  this  reference. 

2.  Verse  3.  “The  voice  of  one  crying  in  the 
wilderness:  Prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord,  make 
his  paths  straight — ” 

This  verse  is  taken  from  Isaiah  40:3.  Pro¬ 
bably  St.  Mark  or  later  copyists  added  the  word 


116 


SERMONS  FROM  THE  GOSPEl 


Isaiah  in  verse  2  because  verse  3  quoted  her 
is  taken  from  Isaiah.  This  verse  3  is  found  i 
Matthew,  Luke  and  John  also. 

John  the  Baptist  was  the  voice  crying  in  thi 
wilderness.  About  this  verse  Ishodad  comments 
(P.  126) 

And  it  is  asked,  Why  was  John  called  a 
voice ,  and  not  a  word?  for  because  the 
Christ  in  His  divinity  was  called  the 
Word ;  and  a  Word  is  not  known,  without 
a  voice ,  that  is,  written  things,  John  was 
suitably  called  the  voice ,  that  he  might 
preach  with  his  voice  about  the  Word ,  the 
Only-begotten  One,  who  dwelt  in  a  Man. 
He  calls,  Moreover,  the  coming  of  the 
Christ,  the  way  and  the  paths ,  saying, 
Prepare  your  minds  and  your  thoughts  to 
receive  the  coming  of  the  Christ  the  Lord 
of  Lords. 

3.  Verse  11.  And  a  voice  came  from  heaven, 
“Thou  art  my  beloved  Son;  with  thee  I  am  well 
pleased/’ 

As  soon  as  John  the  Baptist  baptised  Jesus, 
the  spirit  descended  from  heaven  like  a  dove 

and  announced  that  Jesus  is  the  God’s  beloved 
Son.  This  assurance  was  needed  as  Jesus  was 
about  to  commence  his  public  ministry  which 
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/ould  cause  a  lot  of  criticism  and  opposition¬ 
's  Jesus  was  not  only  God,  but  also  man  he 
leeded  such  assurance  from  heaven,  so  that  he 
hould  not  be  subject  to  unnecessary  temptation 
n  the  face  of  persecution. 

In  the  3rd  chapter  of  St.  Matthew  as  well 
is  in  the  3rd  chapter  of  St.  Luke  we  find  this 
leclaration  from  God  that  Jesus  who  was  being 
>aptised  by  John  is  His  beloved  Son.  Let  us 
luman  beings,  as  a  privilege  of  our  baptism  and 
>elief  in  Jesus  Christ,  try  to  please  God  through 
>ur  words  and  deeds.  Amen. 


30 


Western.  14  Feb.  'i 
Lent.  1st  Sunday  Eastern.  21  Feb.  '£ 

Matthew  3:16-4:12 

Today  we  begin  lent.  The  next  seven  week 
are  the  days  of  abstinence.  We  avoid  meat,  fish 
eggs,  milk  etc.  from  our  food.  Our  Lord  fastec 
40  days.  So  the  Church  Fathers  decided  that  w< 
should  also  observe  this  fasting.  To  the  40  day: 
the  Church  added  one  week  between  the  Pain 
Sunday  and  the  Easter.  This  makes  it  47  days 
Then  instead  starting  the  lent  on  Ash  Wednesday 
as  the  Western  Churches  do,  we  start  it  th( 
previous  Sunday.  Here  we  have  50  days’  fast 
Total  fasting  is  not  easy.  Even  abstinence  frorr 
the  things  mentioned  above  appears  inconvenienl 
in  the  modern  world.  Some  Churches  are 
relaxing  the  rules  of  fasting  because  they  find  ii 
a  heavy  burden  for  its  members  to  follow. 


ERMONS  FROM  THE  GOSPELS 


1  19 

Those  who  follow  the  liturgical  prayers 
ccording  to  the  ecclesiastical  cycle  should  know' 
hat  today  we  start  the  second  volume  of  the 
irayer  book  called  Hudra  for  the  prayers  from 
oday  until  the  festival  of  the  Pentecost. 

The  first  two  verses  are  read  today  from 
he  third  chapter  of  St.  Matthew.  The  whole 
chapter  was  read  on  the  feast  of  the  Epiphany, 
rherefore  let  us  now  concentrate  on  the  first 
deven  verses  of  the  fourth  chapter.  It  is  the 
iccount  of  the  temptation  of  Jesus  Christ  by 
he  devil. 

Verse  3.  “And  the  tempter  came  and  said 
o  him,  “If  you  are  the  Son  of  God,  command 
hese  stones  to  become  loaves  of  bread.” 

This  is  the  first  temptation.  Since  Jesus 
vas  hungry  the  devil  thought  that  he  would 
>bey  him  at  this  suggestion.  But  Jesus 
eplied  that  “It  is  written,  Man  shall  not  live  by 
)read  alone,  but  by  every  word  that  proceeds 
rom  the  mouth  of  God!”  It  is  taken  from 
Dueteronomy  8.3  although  Jesus  did  not  give 
he  reference  to  the  devil,  as  the  devil  may  not 
;arry  his  Bible  all  the  time! 

L  Verse  6.  “If  you  are  the  Son  of  God,  throw 
/ourself  down;  for  it  is  written,  wHe  will  give 
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his  angels  charge  of  you,’  and  ‘On  their  har 
they  will  bear  you  up,  lest  you  strike  your  fc 
against  a  stone.’  ” 

The  second  temptation  is  for  special  powe 
Every  human  being  will  have  a  desire  to  o\ 
special  power.  The  devil  took  Jesus  to  t 
pinnacle  of  the  temple  and  then  encouraged  hi 
to  jump  so  that  the  angels  will  protect  hir 
This  verse  is  taken  by  the  devil  from  Psal 
91:11,  12. 

Jesus  did  not  fall  into  this  temptation  als< 
He  told  the  devil,  “It  is  written  again,  you  sha 
not  tempt  the  Lord  your  God.”  (Duet.  6:16) 

3.  Verse  9.  And  he  said  to  him,  “All  these 
will  give  you,  if  you  will  fall  down  and  worshi] 


The  devil  took  Jesus  to  the  mountain  am 

showed  everything  before  making  this  fina 
suggestion.  The  worldly  wealth  is  a  big  attractioi 

to  most  of  us.  The  devil’s  final  assault  oi 
Jesus  was  in  that  direction.  But  Jesus  was  no 
Judas.  So  he  did  not  bow  to  the  wishes  of  th< 
devil  for  30  pieces  of  silver. 

Jesus  replied  the  devil,  “Begone,  Satan 
for  it  is  written,  ‘You  shall  worship  thi 
Lord  your  God  and  him  only  shall  you  serve.’  ’ 
Jesus  is  quoting  again  from  the  book  ol 
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)ueteronomy  6:13,  10:20.  When  the  devil 
eard  this  definite  decision  of  Jesus,  he  departed 
rom  there.  Then  the  angels  came  and  minister- 
d  to  Jesus.  Jesus  was  physically  tired  because 
>f  40  days  of  fasting  and  was  mentally  disturbed 
>y  the  devil  by  these  temptations.  Then  the 
ingels  did  the  needful. 

We  human  beings  want  food,  special 
>rotection  and  powers  or  fame  and  wealth, 
fhese  three  temptations  are  alive  in  our  personal 
ives.  But  we  should  not  bow  to  the  devil  or  do 
tny  evil  deeds  to  obtain  food,  fame  and  wealth. 
Let  us  follow  the  example  of  Jesus.  It  is  not 
iasy.To  us  these  temptations  appear  indifferent 
;ituations  in  various  deceptive  forms.  Let  us 
:>ray  to  our  Lord  to  protect  us  and  to  ‘deliver 
is  from  the  evil.’  Amen. 


*  16 
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Western.  21  Feb. 

Lent.  2nd  Sunday  Eastern.  28  Feb.  '8< 

Matthew  7  :  15  -  28 

We  have  already  seen  that  Chapters  5,  6  &" 
contain  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  In  today’s 
lesson  we  find  Jesus  giving  some  warning  againsi 
those  who  appear  to  be  good  but  are  not  really 
good. 

1.  Verse  15.  “Beware  of  false  prophets,  who 
come  to  you  in  sheep’s  clothing  but  inwardly 
are  ravenous  wolves.” 

Jesus  is  referring  to  the  people  who  claim 
to  be  leaders  or  prophets.  They  are  in  sheep’s 
clothing  but  inside  they  are  ravenous  wolves, 
Jesus  is  using  an  example  so  familiar  to  the 
people  of  his  culture.  They  are  aware  what  the 
wolves  do  to  their  sheep.  The  false  prophets 
are  like  those  wolves.  Jesus  is  also  telling 
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‘you  will  know  them  by  their  fruits.”  So  it  is 
lot  very  difficult  to  identify  the  false  prophets; 
ilthough  they  are  coming  in  a  deceptive 
ippearence. 

1.  Verse  21.  “Not  every  one  who  says  to  me. 
Lord,  Lord,'  shall  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
3ut  he  who  does  the  will  of  my  Father  who 
s  in  heaven.” 

Jesus  is  making  it  very  clear  that  by  mere 
words  we  do  not  qualify  ourselves  to  enter  the 

kingdom  of  heaven.  We  have  to  do  the  will  of 
the  Father  who  is  in  heaven.  In  the  Lord’s 
prayer  we  repeat,  “Thy  will  be  done.”  We 
should  willingly  do  the  will  of  the  Father  in 
heaven.  It  means  that  we  have  to  give  up  our 
personal  preferences  when  it  is  in  conflict  with 
the  will  of  the  Father.  Ishodad  of  Merv  says: 

(P.41) 


Not  every  one  that  saith  unto  Me ,  Lord , 
Lord ,  etc.,  for  He  speaks  of  those  that 
in  the  form  of  His  doctrine,  should  in 
future  do  signs  by  the  craft  of  magic; 
just  as  Simon,  and  Menandrus,  etc.,  or 
like  the  sons  of  Sceva  and  others,  who  in 
the  beginning  wrought  miracles  in  the 
name  of  Jesus,  etc.,  or  like  Balaam  and 
Caiaphas.  One  ought  not  to  be  led  astray 
after  them  by  miracles,  nor  by  vulgar 
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promises;  but  one  should  investigate  t\ 

truth  of  their  words  from  the  mode  c 
their  actions. 

Jesus  knows  that  many  of  his  followers,  th 
nominal  Christians,  are  evil  doers.  Therefor 
at  the  end  of  that  paragraph  Jesus  states 
‘‘And  then  will  l  declare  to  them,  ‘I  never  kne> 
you;  depart  f rom  me,  you  evil  doers.’  ”  (Verse  23 
These  are  terrible  words.  But  the  nomina 
Christians  should  be  aware  of  it. 

3.  Verses  26  &  27.  “And  every  one  who  hear 
these  words  of  mine  and  does  not  do  them  wil 
be  like  a  foolish  man  who  built  his  house  upor 
the  sand;  and  the  rain  fell,  and  the  floods  came 
and  the  winds  blew  and  beat  against  that  house 
and  it  fell,  and  great  was  the  fall  of  it.” 

Here  is  another  simple  example  which  Jesus 
uses  to  make  people  understand  that  we  shoulc 
have  a  firm  foundation  for  our  faith.  Otherwise 
we  will  be  like  the  foolish  man  building  his 
house  on  the  shaky  sand.  Like  a  house  built  or 
the  rock  we  should  have  our  faith  on  a  strong 
base.  If  not,  our  faith  will  fall  flat  when  diffi¬ 
culties  come.  No  wise  man  will  ever  think  ol 
building  his  house  on  sand.  The  choice  is  ours 
May  God  grant  us  wisdom  to  act  like  a  wist 
man.  Amen. 
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Western.  28  Feb.  '88 
Lent.  3rd  Sunday  Eastern.  6  March  '88 

Matthew  20  : 17-  29 

A  human  interest  story  is  recorded  here.  It 
gives  us  practical  advice.  Perhaps  this  is  the 
only  one  of  this  nature  which  occurred  during 
the  life  of  Jesus. 

1.  Verse  20.  “Then  the  mother  of  the  sons  of 
Zebedee  came  upto  him,  with  her  sons,  and 
kneeling  before  him  she  asked  him  for  some¬ 
thing.” 

The  wife  of  Zebedee  is  coming  to  Jesus  for 

recommendation  for  her  two  sons,  John  and 
James.  We  do  not  know  why  Mrs.  Zebedee 

came  instead  of  Mr.  Zebedee  with  this 
recommendation.  Perhaps  mothers  have  more 
concern  for  their  children.  Mrs.  Zebedee 

approached  Jesus  with  a  selfish  request.  She 
wants  that  only  her  sons  should  sit  on  either 
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side  of  Jesus  in  His  kingdom.  It  is  not  clee 
whether  her  sons  were  in  agreement  with  the; 
mother’s  plan  to  occupy  the  important  places  i 
the  kingdom.  At  any  rate  their  mother  wa 
confident  that  they  would  be  able  to  get  thi 
favour  from  Jesus. 

2.  Verse  22.  But  Jesus  answered,  “You  do  no 
know  what  you  are  asking.  Are  you  able  t< 
drink  the  cup  that  I  am  to  drink?” 

Jesus  is  informing  the  whole  world  thai 
privileges  require  some  responsibility.  We  wil 
have  to  make  some  sacrifices  in  order  to  occupy 
positions.  In  this  case,  it  is  indeed  painful  tc 
drink  the  cup  which  Jesus  is  about  to  drink. 
The  cost  of  the  Christian  life  is  heavy,  as  dear 
as  our  own  life.  Ishodad  explains,  “The  cup 
because  although  for  a  time  it  intoxicates  and 
stupefies,  yet  at  the  last  it  gladdens  and  delights.” 
(P.  78)  Perhaps  it  is  the  first  time  the  concept 
of  the  cup  is  used  by  anybody  to  illustrate  the 
suffering.  The  cup  mentioned  here  is  equivalent 
to  Cross,  the  suffering.  When  Jesus  says  here, 
“You  do  not  know  what  you  are  asking,”  I  feel 
that  it  is  true  of  many  of  us  today.  We  want 
positions  in  the  Church  and  society  without  the 
willingness  to  suffer.  Can  we  learn  to  take  up 
more  responsibility  than  the  loving  mother  of  the 
sons  of  Zebedee? 
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Verse  28.  “Even  as  the  Son  of  man  came 
tot  to  be  served  but  to  serve,  and  to  give  his 
ife  as  a  ransom  for  many.’’ 

“Not  to  be  served,  but  to  serve"'  is  the 
notto  of  the  many  Christian  educational 
tnd  medical  institutions.  Jesus  Christ  has  given 
is  this  instruction  and  shown  us  this  example, 
iome  of  us  preach  this  advice  of  Jesus  but  do 
lot  make  any  serious  effort  to  follow.  It  is  not 
iasy  to  practise  this  principle.  Many  of  us  want 
lower,  position  and  comforts.  But  we  fail  to 
ive  according  to  this  principle.  Even  if  we  do 
lot  give  our  lives  as  a  ransom  for  many,  as 
shown  by  our  Lord,  we  can  learn  to  serve  others 
ind  to  show  good  examples  to  others.  It  is 
difficult  to  give  up  our  greed  for  power. 
Blessed  is  the  man  who  learns  to  serve  others. 
\men. 


Lent.  4th  Sunday 


Western  6  March  '88 
Eastern.  13  March  '88 


Matthew  21:23-  eijd 

During  the  lent  season  we  hear  about  some 
opposition  mounting  against  the  good  deeds 
done,  and  the  powerful  words  spoken  by  Jesus. 
The  lesson  of  today  is  an  example  of  that.  Jesus 
does  not  yield  to  such  threats.  He  answered 

them  boldly  and  much  to  the  utter  shame  of  his 
opponents.  There  are  three  sections  in  today’s 

lesson. 

1.  The  question  about  the  authority  of  Jesus 
21:23-27 

2.  Parable  of  the  two  sons.  21:28-32 

3.  Parable  of  the  vineyard.  21:33-44 

The  first  and  the  last  have  been  repeated  in 
Mark  and  Luke.  The  parable  of  the  two  sons 
is  not  seen  in  other  gospels. 
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(1)  Question  about  the  authority 

Matthew  21:23-27,  Mark  11:27-33, 

Luke  20:1-8 

The  debate  took  place  inside  the  temple, 
esus  was  teaching  there.  The  chief  priests  and 
he  elders  of  the  people  came  up  to  Jesus  and 
[uestioned  him,  “By  what  authority  are  you 
loing  these  things,  and  who  gave  you  this 
luthority?”  Jesus  did  not  answer  that  question 
lirectly.  He  knew  the  cunningness  of  the  priests 
ind  the  insincerity  of  the  question.  Jesus  put  a 
counter  question,  “If  you  tell  me  the  answer, 
then  I  also  will  tell  you  by  what  authority  I  do 
:hese  things.”  This  was  the  stand  Jesus  took. 
He  asked  a  question  about  the  baptism  of  John. 
Perhaps  that  was  a  lively  topic  talked  about  in 
;he  religious  circles  of  that  day.  “The  baptism 
}f  John,  whence  was  it?  From  heaven  or  from 
Tien.”  The  priests  could  not  answer  that 
question  honestly. 

(2)  Parable  about  the  two  sons  (21:28-32) 

This  parable  is  not  repeated  any  where  in 
;he  Bible.  Jesus  is  explaining  his  point  that  the 
rewish  people  will  not  continue  to  enjoy  the 
tatus  of  God’s  people.  Jesus  says  that  the 
:ldest  son  replied  his  father  that  he  would  not 
lo  to  the  vineyard.  But  later  he  repented  and 

*  17 
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went.  The  second  son  replied  his  fathi 
positively  and  said  “I  will  go.”  But  he  did  not  g 
Jesus  asked  his  listeners  to  answer  who  did  tl 
will  of  his  father.  They  gave  the  obvious  rep 
“the  elder  son.”  Yes,  the  repentant  son.  H 
repented  and  went  to  the  vineyard.  Here  Ishoda 
writes,  “He  calls  God  a  man ,  and  the  Nation  an 
the  Nations,  two  sons.  He  calls  the  Nations  h 
who  did  not  obey  to  go  into  the  vineyard ,  thos 
who  of  old  were  not  subject  to  His  authoritj 
but  at  the  last  obeyed  and  received  the  Gospe 
from  the  Apostles.  And  the  Jews  He  calls  th 
other  son ,  those  who  received  the  law  by  mean 
of  Moses,  but  at  the  last  trampled  on  am 
despised  His  commandments.” 

The  message  is  clear.  If  you  just  say  I  wil 
obey  and  do  not  act  accordingly,  God  will  no 
ble  ss.  Jesus  makes  it  clear  that  the  harlots  anc 
publicans  will  go  before  them  to  heaven. 

(3)  Parable  of  the  Vineyard 

Matthew  21.33-  44,  Mark  12:1-12,  Luki 
20:  9- 19. 

About  this  familiar  parable,  Ishodad  make 
the  interesting  observation. 

“He  calls  God  a  man;  the  Nation  whicl 
was  fashioned  in  the  fear  of  God  He  calls  < 
vineyard ;  and  the  protection  which  was  givei 
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hem  in  the  Divine  help,  a  hedge ,  by  which  they 
yere  kept  in  their  land.  The  Temple  (He  calls) 

;  tower ,  and  the  altar  of  incense  a  vine  -  press , 
nd  the  altar  on  which  was  poured  out  the  blood 
>f  the  sacrifice:  the  order  of  the  priests,  (He 
alls)  husbandmen :  and  others,  on  whom  it 
[evolved  to  take  hold  of  the  Nation,  that  by 
he  teaching  of  the  law  they  might  present  the 
ruits  to  God  (He  calls)  the  prophets  who  came 
o  them  from  time  to  time,  servants,  who  were 
ent,  and  they  bore  many  tribulations  from  the 
Nation.  He  calls  His  own  coming  the  sending 
t  the  last  of  His  Son,  when  they  also  slew.” 

These  words  of  Jesus  was  a  clear  warning  to 
he  Jewish  people.  The  right  of  being  God's 
hosen  people  will  be  taken  away  from  them, 
"he  rejected  stone  will  be  the  corner  stone.  We 
Christians  today  learn  lessons  from  these  words- 
Ve  will  be  rejected  if  we  are  not  faithful.  Wake 
ip  before  that  rejection  happens  to  us. 


Western.  9  March  '8 

Middle  of  Lent.  Wednesday  Eastern.  16  March  '8 

John  6  :  51  -  70 

Today  we  are  half  way  through  our  len 
season.  It  is  the  25th  day  since  we  started  th 
abstinence  in  our  food.  The  four  Sundays  o 

the  lent  we  read  from  the  gospel  of  St.  Matthe* 
only.  Today  we  read  from  the  gospel  o 
St.  John  as  we  will  be  doing  during  the  next  tw 
Sundays. 

/.  Verse  51.  “ I  am  the  living  bread  which  cam 

down  from  heaven;  if  any  one  eats  of  this  bread 
he  will  live  for  ever:  and  the  bread  which  I  shal 
give  for  the  life  of  world  is  my  flesh. 

When  Jesus  taught  in  the  synagogue  ii 
Capernaum  he  repeated  his  earlier  statement 
35th  verse  of  the  same  chapter  “I  am  the  brea< 
of  life.”  We  know  chapter  6  of  St.  John’: 
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gospel  begins  with  the  description  of  the  great 
event  of  feeding  five  thousand  men  and  many 
more  thousands  of  uncounted  women  and 
children  with  five  barley  loaves  and  two  fish. 
After  witnessing  this  material  dimension  of  the 
ministry  of  Jesus  many  begin  to  search  for  him 
thinking  that  he  would  again  provide  for  their 
physical  sustenance.  Jesus  explains,  “I  am  the 
living  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven.” 

2.  Verse  56.  “  He  who  eats  my  flesh  and 

drinks  my  blood  abides  in  me,  and  I  in  him.” 

The  claim  of  Jesus  mentioned  in  verse  51 
leads  to  a  dispute  among  the  Jews,  saying,  “How 
can  this  man  give  us  his  flesh  to  eat?”  Then 
Jesus  elaborates  his  claim  and  states  that  he  who 
eats  his  flesh  and  drinks  his  blood  has  eternal 
life.  Christ  abides  in  the  person  who  eats  his 
flesh  and  drinks  his  blood  and  the  person  who 
partakes  of  the  flesh  and  blood  of  Jesus  abides 
in  Jesus  also.  Here  we  find  the  reference  to  the 
communion  service  which  Christians  are  to 
observe  as  Christ  initiated  it  during  his  last 
supper  with  his  twelve  disciples. 

3.  Verse  69.  “And  we  have  believed  and  have 
come  to  know,  that  you  are  the  Holy  one  of 
God.” 

Some  followers  of  Jesus  deserted  Jesus 
when  he  stated  that  “no  one  can  come  to  me 
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unless  it  is  granted  him  by  the  Father.’-  We  do 
not  know  how  many  followers  deserted  Jesus 
but  the  Bible  says,  “After  this  many  of  his 
disciples  drew  back  and  no  longer  went  about 
with  him.’’  (Verse  66).  After  such  desertions 
by  the  disciples  Jesus  is  asking  Simon  Peter 
“Will  you  also  go  away?’’  To  that  direct 
personal  question  Simon  Peter  answers  in  no 
uncertain  terms,  “You  are  the  Holy  one  of  God/’ 
It  is  his  personal  knowledge  and  belief  that 
Jesus  is  the  Holy  one  of  God. 

Are  we  capable  of  confessing  like  Simon 
Peter  that  we  have  believed  and  we  have  come  to 
know  that  Jesus  is  the  Holy  one  of  God?  If 
we  can  grow  in  spiritual  maturity  to  confess 
likewise,  it  will  indeed  be  a  great  blessing  to  us. 
May  God  grant  us  wisdom  to  realise  this 
truth  during  this  lent  season.  Amen. 


Western  13  March  88 
Lent.  5th  Sunday  Eastern.  20  March  '88 

7  :  37  -  ei>d 
8:12-21 

It  is  an  unusual  practice  to  omit  verses  from 
the  gospel  lessons.  In  today's  lesson  we  omit 
the  first  eleven  verses  from  the  8th  chapter. 
Not  only  the  reading  in  our  churches  but  also 
in  the  Revised  Standard  Version  of  the  Bible 
these  eleven  verses  are  omitted  from  the  text 
and  are  printed  in  the  margin  of  the  bottom  of 
that  page.  Some  ancient  authorities  add  this 
section  either  here  or  at  the  end  of  this  gospel  or 
after  Luke  21:38.  The  text  has  slight  variations 
in  different  manuscripts.  This  section  is  about 
the  woman  taken  in  adultery. 

1.  Verse  37  and  38.  On  the  last  day  of  thefeast? 
the  great  day,  Jesus  stood  up  and  proclaimed, 
“If  anyone  thirst,  let  him  come  to  me  and 
drink.  He  who  believes  in  me,  as  the  scripture 
has  said,  ‘Out  his  heart  shall  flow  rivers  of  living 
water.’  ” 
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About  this  feast  Ishodad  writes:  (P.240) 

In  that  great  day,  which  was  the  last  day 
of  the  feast.  There  were  three  feasts,  which 
were  called,  of  Unleavened  Bread,  of  Weeks, 
and  of  Tabernacles;  yet  Israel  held  them 
figuratively  as  feasts;  but  the  Church  took 

them  over  from  her  as  the  body  and  anti¬ 
type;  and  behold:  she  celebrates  them 

spiritually;  the  Unleavened  Bread,  in  the 
saving  Passover  and  the  Passion;  the 
Weeks,  in  the  Descent  of  the  Spirit,  and 
the  Tabernacles,  she  changed  to  the 
Hosannas  in  the  month  Nisan.  And 
some  say,  that  at  the  feast  of  Tabernacles 
our  Lord  entered  Jerusalem  in  that  great 
procession,  because  this  feast  of 
Tabernacles  was  providentially  belayed  in 
His  time,  so  that  the  entry  of  our  Lord 
should  occur  in  it.  Others  say,  that 
because  the  Jews  were  under  the  Romans, 
and  they  had  no  power  to  hold  a  feast 
without  them,  as  even  the  robe  of  the 
priesthood  was  kept  under  their  own  seal, 
they  were  hindered  and  prohibited  in 
that  year  from  keeping  the  feast  of 
Tabernacles  at  its  autumnal  season;  but 
they  celebrated  the  Unleavened  Bread  and 
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the  Tabernacles  with  each  other,  that  is  to 
say,  the  Tabernacles  for  seven  days  and 
the  Unleavened  Bread  for  seven  others. 

Our  Lord  went  to  the  feast  not  to  keep  the 
'east.  He  went  there  to  preach.  He  had  a 
golden  opportunity  to  preach  to  a  large  crowd, 
issembled  for  the  feast. 

We  have  seen  in  6:35  and  6:51  Jesus  saying 
that  he  is  the  bread  of  life.  Here  in  7:37  Jesus 
says,  “If  any  one  thirst,  let  him  come  to  me  and 
drink.”  Shall  we  Christians  go  to  Jesus  and 
quench  our  thirst,  the  spiritual  thirst? 

2.  Verse  43 *  “So  there  was  a  division  among 
the  people  over  him.” 

When  people  began  to  think  of  Jesus  as  the 
Christ  who  was  to  come,-  some  Jewish  leaders 
laturally  had  jealousy  against  Jesus.  This  lead 
;o  a  division  among  the  people.  Although  some 
}f  them  wanted  to  arrest  Jesus,  the  officers 
:ould  not  do  so.  The  Pharisees  and  the  Chief 
Driesfs  blamed  the  officers  for  their  inability  to 
irrest  Jesus.  As  the  appointed  time  had  not 
trrived  nobody  could  arrest  him.  Here  we  find 
'Jicodemus,  a  ruler  of  the  Jews,  who  had  gone 
o  Jesus  by  night  (John  3:2),  interfering  and 
questioning  the  Jewish  leadership,  “Does  our 

*  18 
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law  judge  a  man  without  first  giving  him 
hearing  and  learning  what  he  does?”  U 
fortunately  the  leadership  was  not  willing 
listen  to  sound  reasoning. 

3.  Verse  8:12.  Again  Jesus  spoke  to  thei 
saying,  “I  am  the  light  of  the  world;  he  wl 
follows  me  will  not  walk  in  darkness,  but  w 
have  the  light  of  life.” 

In  the  beginning  of  this  gospel  we  read  “] 
him  was  life,  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  me 
The  light  shines  in  the  darkness,  and  the  darkne; 
has  not  overcome  it.”  (John  1:4,5).  Jesus  is  tl 
light.  Wherever  the  message  of  Christ  spres 
through  the  centuries  ignorance,  ill  health 
superstition  etc  disappeared  and  the  people  wei 
enlightened.  The  cannibals  gave  up  eating  huma 
beings.  Whether  .  in  Africa  or  in  India  tl 
message  of  Christ  brought  light.  When  the  3r 
assembly  of  World  Council  of  Churches  we 
held  in  New  Delhi  in  1961  the  theme  of  the 
international  ecumenical  gathering  was  “Jesi 
Christ  the  light  of  the  World  ” 

Jesus  Christ  came  to  save  all  sinners  uni 
versally.  His  message  w7as  meant  for  both  th 
Jews  and  the  gentiles  alike.  We  should  give  u 
darkness  and  learn  to  walk  in  the  light,  Jesu 
Christ  is  the  light  of  the  world.  Amen. 
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Western.  20  March  '88 
ent.  6th  Sunday  Eastern.  27  March  '88 

Jol>i>  9  :  39  -  10  :  22 

In  today’s  reading  we  hear  the  words  spoken 
y  Jesus  giving  us  advice. 

.  Verse.  41.  Jesus  said  to  them,  “If  you  were 
lind,  you  would  have  no  guilt;  but  now  that 
ou  say  ‘We  see,’  your  guilt  remains.” 

In  this  final  verse  of  the  9th  chapter  we 
ome  across  the  reply  of  Jesus  to  the  question  of 
ome  of  the  Pharisees  whether  they  were 
Iso  blind.  Jesus  is  explaining  that  if  the 
harisees  were  blind  they  will  not  have  any  guilt, 
he  guilt  remains  only  because  the  Pharisees 
laim  to  know  and  obey  the  Scriptures.  It  is  a 
earning  to  us  Christians  who  know  the  teaching 
f  Christ.  Knowing  the  principles  of  Christian 
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living  we  break  them.  Therefore  we  will  1 
punished  more  than  the  gentiles  who  do  nc 
know  the  teaching  of  Christ. 

2.  Verse.  9.  “I  am  the  door;  if  any  one  entei 
by  me,  he  will  be  saved,  and  will  go  in  and  oi 
and  find  pasture.” 

Out  of  the  seven  “I  am”  sayings  of  Jesus  i 
the  John’s  gospel,  “I  am  the  door”  is  the  third 
We  have  already  seen  “I  am  the  bread  of  life' 
(6:35)  and  “I  am  the  light  of  the  world”  (8:12) 
Here  Jesus  claims  to  be  the  door.  If  we  ente 
through  that  door  we  will  be  saved.  Whei 
mankind  got  alienated  God  sent  his  Son  showing 
us  the  door  to  enter  into  our  Father  in  heaven 
If  we  enter  through  him  we  will  be  saved.  Wha 
an  assurance! 

3.  Verse  11.  “I  am  the  good  shepherd.  Th< 
good  shepherd  lays  down  his  life  for  the  sheep.’ 

Jesus  is  using  a  very  familiar  example  to  tin 
people  who  had  seen  many  shepherds.  Some 
were  not  good  shepherds.  They  had  shepherd: 
who  used  to  flee  when  the  wolf  came.  But  Jesu: 
claims  that  he  is  the  good  shepherd  who  lay: 
down  his  life  for  the  sheep.  He  has  concern  foi 
and  commitment  to  the  sheep  entrusted  to  him 
He  is  not  a  hireling. 
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The  relationship  between  a  good  shepherd 
and  his  sheep  is  reciprocal.  The  shepherd  knows 
his  sheep  and  the  sheep  also  knows  the  shepherd. 
The  perfect  example  which  explains  of  the  good 
and  harmonious  relationship  between  a  shepherd 
and  his  sheep  should  be  examples  in  our  lives. 
The  relationship  between  a  spiritual  shepherd 
today  and  his  sheep  should  be  ideal.  May  Jesus 
who  is  our  good  shepherd  help  us  to  maintain 
this  harmonious  relationship  in  our  Churches. 
Amen. 
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Western.  27  March  '88 
Palm  Sunday  Eastern.  3  April  '88 

Matthew  20  :  29  -  21  :  23 

The  7th  Sunday  in  the  Lent  is  the  Palm 
Sunday.  It  is  the  commemoration  of  the 
incident  in  which  Jesus  entered  Jerusalem 
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triumphantly.  The  crowds  received  him  with 
palm  leaves.  Today  by  having  a  procession 
with  palm  leaves  we  enact  the  incident  that  took 
place  nearly  two  thousand  years  ago. 

1 .  Verse  7.  ‘‘They  brought  the  ass  and  the 
colt,  and  put  their  garments  on  them,  and  he  sat 
thereon.” 

It  was  the  suggestion  of  Jesus  himself  to 
bring  an  ass  and  a  colt  (Verse  2)  to  him  for  his 
journey.  It  was  indeed  strange  for  Jesus  to 
demand  an  animal  for  his  journey.  About  it 
Ishodad  makes  the  following  comments:  (P.  80) 

But  our  Lord  here  uses  a  beast  of 
burden,  which  was  not  his  custom;  not 
on  account  of  the  fatigue  of  the  way;  and 
it  is  evident  from  this,  that  He  went  on 
foot  seventeen  miles  from  Jericho  to  the 
House  of  Olives,  but  He  used  the  beast 
of  burden  from  the  House  of  Olives  to 
Jerusalem,  a  little  less  than  two  miles;  in 
order  that  even  so  He  might  image  types 
in  this,  first,  because  He  went  on  foot 
from  Jericho  to  Bethphage,  that  might 
typify  the  labours  and  vexations  of  human 
nature  which  our  nature  bears  in  this 
cursed  earth  from  transgression  of  the 
commandments  and  to  this  point;  but 
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from  Bethphage  the  beast  of  burden  and 
what  preceded  it  typify  sufficiently  the 
abrogation  of  the  fatigue  ot  our  nature, 
and  its  liberation  from  tribulations  to  the 
repose  that  is  in  Heaven;  but  second,  with 
the  beast  of  burden,  that  it  typifies  the 

riding  on  the  flaming  clouds,  H  i  s  e  ^  ^ 
once  and  ours,  with  which  He  will  go  up 
at  the  last  day  to  heaven,  and  we  also, 
according  as  Paul  says,  shall  be  caught  up 
with  them  in  the  clouds  to  meet  our  Lord, 

etc. 

Ishodad  further  remarks  that  it  was  a  white 
ass.  He  also  informs  us  that  Jesus  rode  on  the 
white  ass  as  well  as  on  her  colt,  sometimes  on 
one  and  sometimes  on  another  to  show  that  He 
subjugated  both  beneath  His  sway. 

2.  Verse  9.  And  the  crowds  that  w'ent  before 
him  and  that  followed  him  shouted  “Hosanna 
to  the  Son  of  David!  Blessed  is  he  who  conies 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord!  Hosanna  in  the 

highest!’’ 

It  was  not  a  well  planned  procession. 
Instantly  crowds  gathered.  They  shouted 
Hosanna.  Even  the  babies  of  40  days  old  who 
were  brought  to  the  Temple  shouted,. 
Hosanna.  On  this  unusual  incident,  Ishodad 
comments:  (P.  82). 
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Now  Hosanna  is  a  Hebrew  substan 
tive,  according  to  some  on  the  one  ham 
it  is  translated  into  Syriac  as  “Salvation” 
according  to  others  on  the  other  hand  an< 
in  reality  it  is  “Praise”.  But  not  thu 
had  the  High  Priests  and  Pharisees  beet 
enraged  and  tormented,  had  not  Hosanm 
signified  “Salvation”;  for  many  Saviour; 
had  risen  up  in  Israel,  not  only  true  ones 
but  also  evil  ones.  Now  the  babes  anc 
children  who  were  crying  out  were  not  yet 
able  to  speak  according  to  some,  but  were 
forty  days  old,  who  had  come  up  with 
their  mothers  from  all  the  regions  of 
Palestine  to  the  House  of  the  Lord,  that 
they  might  offer  sacrifices  for  them,  as 
the  Law  commands,  and  there  is  a 
tradition  that  from  the  day  when  they 
cried  Hosanna  they  did  not  again  speak, 
until  the  usual  time  of  speech;  and  this  in 

order  that  the  thing  might  be  more 
wondered  at,  and  that  it  should  not  be 
supposed  by  calumniators  that  it  was 
something  usual  that  was  occurring. 

3.  Verse  13.  He  said  to  them,  “It  is  written, 
‘My  house  shall  be  called  a  house  of  prayer’;  but 
you  make  it  a  den  of  robbers.” 

Jesus  could  not  tolerate  such  violation  of 
the  place  of  worship  for  the  exploitation  of  the 
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irdinary  religious  people  by  the  business  people, 
shodad  explains  that  by  driving  out  the  sheep 
ind  oxen  Jesus  typified  the  cessation  of  sacri¬ 
fices  and  ending  of  the  laws  which  were  to  take 
)lace  to  some  extent  in  the  person  of  our  Lord 
P.82).  Jesus  wanted  the  temple  to  be  a  place 
)f  prayer  and  not  for  selling  and  re-selling  the 
mimals  for  sacrifice  etc. 

We  Christians  should  ask  ourselves  whether 
we  are  keeping  the  churches  as  places  of  wor¬ 
ship  and  prayer.  Otherwise  our  Lord  will 
deanse  our  churches  as  he  cleansed  the  temple. 
Shall  we  keep  our  churches  as  places  for 
grayer?  Amen. 


*  19 


Maundy  Thursday 


Western.  31  March  8 
Eastern.  7  April  '8 


Matthew  26:1-6; 

14  -  31 

The  Passover  was  on  the  Thursday  following 
the  great  entry  of  Jesus  to  Jerusalem.  Jesu 
entered  Jerusalem  on  the  first  day  of  the  week 
that  is  Sunday,  which  is  known  to  Christiar 
as  Palm  Sunday.  The  first  two  verses  of  the 
Chapter  26  begin  with  the  Jesus’s  warning  thai 
after  two  days  the  Passover  was  coming  and  Sor 
of  man  was  going  to  be  delivered  to  be  crucified 

Verses  3  to  5  tell  us  about  the  conspiracy  ol 
the  Jewish  leaders.  Caiaphas  was  the  Higt 
priest  of  the  year.  He  was  a  young  man, 
son-in-law  of  the  former  High  priest  Hannas 
who  was  even  then  exercising  great  influence 
on  the  Jewish  community.  Caiaphas  called 
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ie  Chief  priests  and  the  elders  of  the  people 
id  discussed  the  ways  and  means  to  arrest 
>sus  secretly,  as  they  were  afraid  of  the 
.rge  crowd  coming  to  Jerusalem  to  attend  the 
assover.  The  people  advised  him  not  to  arrest 
^sus  during  the  feast,  as  there  might  be  a  tumult 
nong  the  people/’ 

Caiaphas  was  a  clever  man.  He  had  warned 
gainst  the  Roman  rulers  too.  According  to 
>hodad,  the  Bible  commentator,  he  was  once 
iken  prisoner  by  the  Romans.  He  was  a 
reacher  and  capable  of  arousing  the  crowds 
filing  what  happened  at  the  time  of  Macabees. 
►ecause  of  his  wisdom  the  Romans  used  to  call 
im  Josephus,  the  second  Joseph. 

Verses  6  to  14  which  give  the  incident  of  a 
/oman  anointing  the  feet  of  Jesus  in  house  of 
imon  the  leper  is  omitted  from  the  reading  of 
tie  Maundy  Thursday.  Because  the  thought  of 
ie  day  is  more  focussed  on  the  betrayal  of 
esus. 

In  the  14th  verse  it  is  written  that  Judas 
>cariot,  one  of  the  12  disciples,  went  to  the 
!hief  priests  and  asked  “What  will  you  give  me 
'  I  deliver  him  to  you?”  I  suppose  Judas  was 
ersuaded  by  the  agents  of  the  Chief  priests  to 
o  to  them.  Judas  on  his  own  would  not  think 
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of  going  to  the  Chief  priests  offering  to  betra 
his  Master.  Quite  often  in  our  lives  too  frienc 
or  others  persuade  us  to  do  evil  things.  The 
lead  us  astray.  Many  drunkards  tell  the  stor 
how  their  co-worker  or  a  friend  led  them  to 
liquor  shop  and  persuaded  them  to  have  the; 
first  drink.  It  is  very  important  how  w 
choose  our  friends.  They  can  often  spoil  u; 
On  the  other  hand  there  are  friends  who  lea< 
us  to  a  church  or  a  gospel  meeting  and  save  u 
from  our  bad  ways. 

Judas  was  a  lover  of  money,  like  most  oi 
us.  He  agreed  to  do  the  worst  thing,  i.e.,  tc 

betray  his  own  Master.  Jesus  was  a  gooc 
Master.  Jesus  had  given  him  the  charge  ol 

the  finance.  Perhaps  it  was  a  small  amount 
Even  from  that  Judas  used  to  steal.  I  gues; 
Jesus  knew  that  Judas  was  stealing.  Still  Jesu; 
never  rebuked  Judas  for  it.  Here  was  at 
opportunity  for  Judas  to  be  rich.  He  bargainee 
for  30  pieces  of  silver.  One  piece  of  silver  wa; 

equivalent  to  20  drachmas.  Hence  Judas  receivec 
600  drachmas  for  agreeing  to  betray  Jesus.  He 

took  the  whole  amount  in  advance.  He  did  noi 
take  the  chance  of  waiting,  for  the  paymenl 
after  the  act  was  over. 

Verse  17  begins  with  the  narrative  of  the 
last  Passover  which  Jesus  had  with  His  disciples 
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It  was  His  last  Passover  which  Jesus  had  with 
His  disciples.  It  was  his  last  supper  too.  Jesus 
does  not  name  the  person  in  whose  house  the 
Passover  meal  was  eaten.  Mar  Ishodad  writes 
that  Jesus  wanted  to  hide  the  name  of  the 
owner  of  the  house  to  keep  it  a  secret  from 
Judas,  the  betrayer.  Now  four  opinions  are 
current  about  the  identity  of  the  house  of  the 
last  supper  -  Jospeh  the  Senator,  Nicodemus, 
Lazarus  and  Simon  the  Cyrenian. 

In  verse  23  Jesus  tells  that  his  betrayer  is 
the  one  who  dipped  his  hand  in  the  dish  with 
him.  One  opinion  is  that  all  the  other  disciples 
when  they  were  eating  held  back  their  hands 
when  Jesus  was  dipping  in  the  dish.  But  Judas 
with  his  impudence  brought  down  his  hand 
several  times  along  with  Jesus.  Another  opinion 
is  that  there  were  two  dishes.  Six  disciples  were 
dipping  in  one  dish  and  the  other  six  were 

dipping  in  the  dish  in  which  Jesus  was  dipping* 
Judas  was  one  of  the  party  of  six  who  were 
dipping  in  the  dish  in  which  Jesus  was  dipping. 
There  Jesus  said,  “He  who  has  dipped  his  hand 
in  the  dish  with  me,  will  betray  me.” 

In  verse  25  Judas  asks,  “Is  it,  I,  Master?”  It 
was  his  guilty  conscience  that  makes  him  ask 
this  question.  Perhaps  Judas  wanted  to  test 
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whether  Jesus  knew  about  his  evil  intention. 
Jesus  replies  Judas,  “You  have  said  so.” 

During  the  Passover  meal  Jesus  took  bread, 
blessed  and  broke  it  and  said,  “Take,  eat,  this  is 
my  body.”  Then  Jesus  took  the  cup.  After 
giving  thanks  he  gave  it  to  disciples  saying, 
“Drink  of  it,  all  of  you;  for  this  my  blood  of 
the  Covenant,  which  is  poured  out  for  many 
for  the  forgiveness  of  sins.”  (Verse  27,  28) 
Jesus  thus  instituted  the  Holy  Communion  for 
all  Christians  to  follow. 

This  is  a  new  Covenant,  in  some  Bibles  the 
word  “new”  is  omitted.  Jesus  calls  it  “new” 
Covenant.  Ishodad  states:  (P.  105) 

The  Covenant  which  was  written  in 
the  blood  of  sheep  and  of  calves  had 
ceased,  and  that  one  had  come  in  the  pen 
of  whose  writer  has  been  dipped  in  the 
blood  of  the  Giver,  and  He  was  bringing 
as  heirs  into  it  instead  of  the  12  tribes 
the  countless  families  of  the  Gentiles. 
We  ought  to  know  that  our  Lord  himself 
was  Priest  and  Sacrifice  and  Easter;  for 
He  sacrificed  Himself  before  he  was 
slaughtered  by  the  Crucifiers;  and  He 
presses  out  His  Blood  and  teaches  how 
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he  is  to  be  eaten.  He  Himself  eating  first 
as  the  Gospel  indicates,  I  will  not  drink 
henceforth ,  etc;  and  it  is  evident  that  He 
said  this  after  He  had  eaten  and  drunk. 

In  conclusion,  what  we  see  in  this  gospel 
reading  appointed  for  the  Maundy  Thursday  is 
that  the  Lord  observed  the  Passover  of  the  Jews. 
He  gave  a  warning  about  the  man  who  was 
going  to  betray  him,  by  blessing  and  distribut¬ 
ing  bread  and  wine.  He  instituted  the  Lord’s 
Supper  for  we  Christians  to  follow.  As  our  Lord 
said  it  is  a  new  Covenant.  We  are  privileged  to 
be  a  part  of  the  new  Covenant  not  being  born 
by  flesh  into  the  family  of  Abraham,  but  being 
spiritually  born  into  the  fellowship  of  the 
believers  in  Christ,  our  Saviour  and  Lord.  Amen. 
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Western.  1  April  '88 
Good  Friday  Eastern.  8  April  '88 

Luke  22:63  -  23:13 
23:13  -  24, 

23:24  -  45 
23:54  -  end. 

Matthew  27:  3  -  11,  19,20. 

27:24  -  26 
27:51  -  55,60 
John  19:23  -  end. 

There  is  no  communion  service  on  Good 
Friday.  But  lessons  from  the  Gospel  are  read 
during  the  worship  on  Good  Friday.  The 
leadings  are  taken  from  different  gospels. 

Good  Friday  is  called  eruvtha  d  hassha  in 
Syriac  meaning  Friday  of  the  Suffering.  The 
leadings  aie  taken  from  the  three  gospels  of 
Matthew,  Luke  and  John.  They  are  so  chosen 
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is  to  have  a  chronological  sequence  of  the  events 
that  took  place  on  the  original  Good  Friday 
when  our  Lord  was  crucified. 

Seven  sayings  from  the  Cross  are  the  subject 
of  our  meditation  on  this  day. 

1.  Luke  23:24.  And  Jesus  said,  “Father,  for¬ 
give  them;  for  they  know  not  what  they  do.” 

This  is  the  first  saying  Jesus  uttered  after 
he  was  nailed  to  the  Cross  at  Golgotha,  in 
Jerusalem.  Jesus  always  taught  forgiveness.  In 
the  prayer  Jesus  taught  his  disciples  the  concept 
of  forgiveness.  Even  at  the  time,  of  great  pain 
on  the  Cross,  Jesus  was  showing  us  the  perfect 
example  of  praying  for  those  who  were  persecut¬ 
ing  him. 

2.  Luke  23:43.  And  he  said  to  him,  “Truly  I 
say  to  you,  today  you  will  be  with  me  in 
Paradise,” 

Jesus  is  promising  paradise  to  one  of  the 
two  thieves  who  are  being  crucified  with  him. 
We  often  think  that  it  is  the  thief  on  the  right 
side  of  Jesus.  St.  Luke  does  not  state  which  side 
it  is.  We  guess  it  is  the  thief  on  the  right. 

The  gospel  of  St.  Matthew  speaks  of  the 
two  robbers  being  crucified  on  the  right  and  the 

*  20 
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left  of  Jesus.  But  he  does  not  tell  us  that  on 
of  them  was  converted.  In  Mark  we  read  i 
15:32  “Those  who  were  crucified  with  him  als 
reviled  him.”  In  John  19:18  we  read,  “Ther 
they  crucified  him,  and  with  him  two  others,  on 
on  either  side,  and  Jesus  between  them.”  St.  Joh 
does  not  speak  of  the  conversion  of  one  of  th 
robbers  crucified  with  Jesus.  The  conversioi 
story  of  one  of  the  robbers  is  a  special  featun 
of  St.  Luke.  Different  gospel  writers  hat 
different  areas  of  interest  while  writing  th( 
gospel  narratives.  Perhaps  none  of  the  writer: 
of  the  New  Testament  books  were  near  the 
Cross  except  John. 

3-  John  19:26,21 .  When  Jesus  saw  his  mother 
and  the  disciple  who  he  loved  standing  near,  he 
said  to  his  mother,  “Woman,  behold,  your  son!” 
Then  he  said  to  the  disciple,  “Behold,  your 
mother!” 

Jesus  does  not  directly  call  Virgin  Mary 
“Mother.”  He  calls  her  woman  ( Atha  in 
Aramaic).  But  when  he  entrusts  her  to  John,, 
the  beloved  disciple,  he  says,  “Behold,  your 
mother.”  Jesus  cared  for  his  mother  even  at 
the  time  of  extreme  agony  on  the  Cross.  He 
did  not  forget  his  mother  who  gave  birth  to  him 
about  33  years  ago.  She  was  not  an  old  lady- 
Perhaps  she  was  only  47;  as  some  people  think 
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iat  Virgin  Mary  delivered  Jesus  at  the  age  of 
4.  Perhaps  Joseph  must  have  been  dead  by 
hat  time.  Jesus  had  a  human  responsibility  to 
are  for  his  mother.  He  fulfils  it  by  entrusting 
er  to  John. 

.  John  19:28.  After  this  Jesus,  knowing  that 
11  was  now  finished,  said  (to  fulfil  the  scripture), 
•I  thirst.’’ 

Jesus  was  not  only  a  divine  being  but  also 
•erfectly  human.  He  was  hungry  and  he  thirst- 
d.  After  walking  the  via  dolorasa  to  Golgotha, 
•eing  beaten  up,  he  was  indeed  thirsty.  If  Jesus 
lad  not  said  “I  thirst”,  people  would  have 
loubted  about  the  reality  of  his  humanity. 

Not  only  physically  he  was  thirsty,  but 
piritually  too,  Jesus  was  thirsting  for  the 
vhole  world,  desiring  for  the  remission  of  the 
iins  of  all  the  people. 

i.  Matthew  21:46.  And  about  the  ninth  hour 
esus  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  “Eli,  Eli,  lama 
abach-thani?”  that  is,  “My  God,  my  God,  why 
last  thou  forsaken  me?” 

It  is  a  cry  f rom  Jesus  bef ore  his  death.  Did  he 
eel  that  he  was  forsaken  by  God?  George  M. 
.arasa  in  his  translation  of  the  Bible  from 
Aramaic  language,  translates  it  as  “My  God,  My 
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God  for  this  I  was  kept.”  It  is  not  a  cry  of 
despair,  instead  it  is  a  statement  of  fulfilling  his 
mission.  The  Aramaic  word  ‘ shwaq  ’  has  this 
meaning.  Most  of  the  Bible  scholars  do  not  agree 
with  this  interpretation  of  late  Dr.  George  M. 
Lamsa,  an  Assyrian  who  worked  and  died  in  the 
U.  S.  A. 

This  statement  is  found  also  in  Mark  15:34. 
“My  God,  my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?” 
is  the  cry  of  the  Psalmist  (Psalm  22:1).  Jesus  was 
reciting  this  psalm  as  he  was  about  to  die. 

6.  John  19:30.  When  Jesus  had  received  the 
vinegar,  he  said,  “It  is  finished”;  and  he  bowed 
his  head  and  gave  up  his  spirit. 

When  Jesus  said  “I  thirst”,  he  was  given 
vinegar.  There  was  a  bowl  full  of  vinegar.  They 
put  a  sponge  full  of  the  vinegar  on  hyssop  and 
held  it  to  his  mouth.  Jesus  tasted  the  vinegar. 
Perhaps  vinegar  is  given  as  a  pain  killer  to  the 
person  who  was  being  crucified.  Today  there  is  a 
custom  among  some  Christians  to  drink  vinegar 
on  Good  Friday  to  participate  in  the  suffering  of 
our  Lord.  Being  a  human  being  Jesus  died.  He 
bowed  his  head  and  gave  up  his  spirit.  It  is 
finished.  The  work  entrusted  to  him  is  finished. 
His  earthly  life,  though  short,  was  finished. 
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.  Luke  23:46.  Then  Jesus  crying  with  a  loud 
oice,  said,  “Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commit 
ny  spirit!” 

Before  his  death,  Jesus  cried  with  a  loud 
roice.  Even  at  the  time  of  his  extreme  pain, 
le  talks  to  his  father  in  heaven.  Jesus  commits 
lis  spirit  to  the  hands  of  the  Father.  Ishodad 
comments  on  this  passage  (p.  206). 

My  Father ,  into  Thy  hands  I  commit 
My  spirit ;  this  is  because  Thou  art  My 
helper,  and  for  Thee  I  have  kept  My  spirit. 
And  it  is  asked,  why  at  that  time  did  our 
Lord  give  Himself  to  three;  to  the  heart 
of  the  earth,  to  Paradise,  and  to  the  hands 
of  the  Father?  as  He  said  to  the  Pharisees, 
As  Jona  was  in  the  belly  of  the  fish  three 
days  and  three  nights,  so  shall,  etc,,  and 
to  the  Thief,  To-day  shalt  thou  be  with 
Me  in  Paradise,  but  to  the  Father,  Into 
Thy  hands  I  commit  My  soul,  that  is  to 
say,  My  spirit.  And  we  say,  that  in  His 
body,  on  the  one  hand,  He  was  in  the 
heart  of  the  earth;  in  His  soul,  on  the 
other  hand,  in  Paradise;  whilst  in  both  He 
was  the  temple  of  God,  which  is  in  every 
place,  and  is  near  to  all;  for  nothing  is 
called  Temple  or  Dwelling,  without  its 
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dwellers;  and  not  even  is  there  a  Dweller 
without  his  dwelling. 

In  conclusion  let  us  meditate  on  Christ  our 
Saviour  who  suffered  so  much  for  us.  The 
Friday  of  suffering  has  turned  to  be  a  Good 
Friday.  He  suffered  so  much  for  us  sinners.  It 
is  said  that  some  nominal  Christians  who  do  not 
attend  church  regularly  make  it  a  point  to  go 
to  church  on  Good  Fridav.  Let  us  turn  to  the 
Cross  of  Calvary.  Don’t  forget  that  our  Saviour 
suffered  so  much  not  for  himself  but  for  us. 
Shall  we  not  repent  and  dedicate  our  lives  to 
our  Master  and  Saviour?  Amen. 
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Western.  2  April  '88 
Holy  Saturday  Eastern.  9  April  '88 

Matthew  27  :  62  -  end 

On  the  Saturday  after  Good  Friday  all  must 
have  been  grieved  or  worried  about  what  had 
happened.  But  the  conspirators  against  Jesus 
were  not  idle.  They  made  their  next  move. 

1.  Verses  62  and  63.  Next  day,  that  is,  after 
the  day  of  Preparation,  the  chief  priests  and  the 
Pharisees  gathered  before  Pilate  and  said,  “Sir, 
we  remember  how  that  imposter  said,  while  he 
was  still  alive,  ‘After  three  days  I  will  rise  again/ 

The  day  of  Preparation  was  Friday.  Next 
day  will  be  Saturday,  the  Sabbath  day.  About 
the  day  of  Preparation,  Ishodad  has  an 
interesting  comment  to  make.  He  writes: 
(Pp  115  and  1 16). 
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This,  that  on  the  next  day,  that  follow 
ed  the  Preparation,  we  ought  to  know,  thai 
of  the  seven  days  of  the  week,  two  received 
literal  names;  the  Sabbath,  which  indicates 
rest,  and  the  Preparation.  And  the  name 
of  the  Preparation  is  not  in  the  Scriptures; 
nor  was  it  even  known  in  common  use, 
until  the  time  of  our  Lord’s  Passion;  for 
of  old  it  was  called  the  sixth  day,  or  the 
entrance  to  the  Sabbath;  but  it  was  called 
the  Preparation  (or  Eve);  first,  because 
the  Sun  set  in  the  middle  of  the  day  of 
the  Crucifixion;  second,  because  in  it  the 
Divine  care  set  from  the  Nation,  and 
dawned  amongst  the  Nations;  third* 
because  old  things  set  among  new  things, 
amidst  the  renewal  of  all  at  the  time  of  our 
Lord’s  Passion;  fourth,  because  evil  things 
set,  and  good  things  dawned  in  His 
Passion;  fifth  because  the  Cherub  and  the 
sword  went  down  from  Paradise,  as  the 
soul  of  our  Lord  entered  it,  and  that  of  the 
Thief  and  all  the  souls  of  the  Righteous; 
sixth,  because  on  it  they  went  down,  and 
were  mingled  with  each  other,  the  Nation 
and  the  Nations  together;  seventh  because 
that  day  was  the  sixth,  which  points  to 
the  six  thousandth,  on  which  the  Sun 
of  this  world  will  go  down  completely. 
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and  no  other  day  will  again  be  defined  to 
go  down  at  sunset,  as  He  predicted;  the 
darkness  of  the  world  which  was  after 
the  sixth  hour  (was)  for  the  mystery  of 
the  six  thousand  years,  as  I  have  said; 
eighth,  because  in  it  the  sun  of  Adam’s 
life  went  down,  as  he  sinned  on  this  day, 
and  on  it  our  Lord  suffered,  that  He 

might  pay  the  penalties  of  (Adam)  and  of 
his  posterity; 

l.  Verse  64.  Therefore  order  the  sepulchre  to 
>e  made  secure  until  the  third  day,  lest  his 
disciples  go  and  steal  him  away,  and  tell  the 
people,  4He  has  risen  from  the  dead’,  and  the 
last  fraud  will  be  worse  than  the  first.” 

The  enemies  of  Jesus  sought  to  guard  the 
:omb  for  three  days  to  avoid  the  body  of  Jesus 
3eing  stolen  by  the  disciples  of  Jesus.  Did  the 
rewish  leaders  secretly  suspect  that  Jesus  would 
*ise  from  the  dead  on  third  day  by  some  miracle? 
rhey  wanted  to  prevent  some  such  miracle  by 
Dosting  the  guards.  They  say  that  the  such  a 
'raud  will  be  worse  than  the  first.  They  knew 
f  something  like  that  happened,  the  people  will 
De  with  Jesus. 

Verse  66.  44So  they  went  and  made  the 
sepulchre  secure  by  sealing  the  stone  and  setting 
i  guard.” 

*  21 
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Pilate  was  not  happy  to  deliver  Jesus  to  be 
crucified.  Perhaps  after  the  crucifixion  and  the 
strange  happenings  on  that  occasion,  Pilate  was 
not  willing  to  listen  to  the  request  of  the  Chief 
priests  and  the  Pharisees  to  get  the  guards  to  be 
posted  at  the  sepulchre.  Yet  to  satisfy  the 
Jewish  hierarchy,  the  Roman  Governor  said  to 
them,  “You  have  a  guard  of  soldiers;  go,  make 
it  as  secure  as  you  can.”  (Verse  65).  Here 
again  Pilate  is  giving  the  responsibility  to  the 
Jewish  leaders  so  that  they  should  not  blame 
Pilate  for  any  lapse  in  the  security  arrangements. 
The  Jewish  leaders  gladly  took  this  responsibility 
upon  themselves  and  sealed  the  sepulchre  and 
posted  the  guard. 

When  Jesus  was  risen  nobody  was  guarding 
the  stone.  Human  plans  cannot  stand  against 
divine  design.  May  God  help  us  to  learn  this 
lesson.  Amen. 
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Western.  2  April  '88 
Easter  Eve  Eastern.  9  April  '88 

Matthew  28:1-  ei>d 

Only  after  the  sunset  on  the  Holy  Saturday, 

we  conduct  this  Holy  Qurbana.  It  is  the  eve  of 
the  Easter.  Christ  is  risen  at  that  time.  But 

nobody  knows  about  it.  Let  us  say  it  is  about 
7  p.m.  The  Sabbath  is  over  at  6  p.  m.  and  the 
first  day  of  the  week,  Sunday  has  started.  Mary 
Magdalene  and  the  other  Mary  went  out  to  the 
Sepulchre  soon  after  the  Sabbath  was  over. 

1.  Verses  6  and  7.  “He  is  not  here;  for  he  has 
risen,  as  he  said.  Come,  see  the  place  where  he 
lay.  Then  go  quickly  and  tell  his  disciples  that 
he  has  risen  from  the  dead,  and  behold,  he  is 
going  before  you  to  Galilee;  there  you  will  see 
‘him.  Lo,  I  have  told  you.” 

These  are  the  words  of  the  angel  to  the  two 
Marys.  The  fact  of  the  resurrection  of  Jesus 
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was  first  announced  to  those  women.  It  may 
appear  strange  because  in  the  Jewish  society  the 
testimony  of  women  did  not  carry  any  weight- 
But  as  far  as  Jesus  was  concerned  the  women 
took  an  active  part  in  following  him  even  to  the 
foot  of  the  Cross  of  Calvary.  Their  earnestness 
to  go  to  the  sepulchre  was  amply  rewarded.  The 
women  were  also  commissioned  by  the  angel  to 
go  and  report  to  the  disciples  about  this  great 
event.  Thus  these  women  became  the  first 
missionaries.  While  they  were  going,  nay 
running,  to  tell  the  disciples,  Jesus  met  them 
and  again  asked  them,  “Do  not  be  afraid;  go  and 
tell  my  brethren  to  go  to  Galilee,  and  there  they 
will  see  me.”  (Verse  10). 

2.  Verses  12  and  13.  “And  when  they  had 
assembled  with  the  elders  and  taken  counsel- 
they  gave  a  sum  of  money  to  the  soldiers  and 
said,  “Tell  people,  ‘His  disciples  came  by  night 
and  stole  him  away  while  we  were  asleep.’  ” 

After  Jesus  was  risen  the  guards  went  into 
the  city  and  told  the  chief  priests  all  what  had 
taken  place.  Then  the  chief  priests  and  other 
conspirators  gathered  and  decided  to  bribe  the 
guards.  They  gave  money,  what  we  might  call 
in  modern  parlance,  hush  money,  to  the  guards 
to  spread  a  false  story  that  the  disciples  had 
stolen  the  dead  body  of  Jesus  while  they  were 
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isleep.  St.  Matthew  informs  us  that  this  story 
las  been  spread  among  the  Jews  to  this  day, 
that  is  the  time  of  writing  this  gospel,  which  is 
i  few  years  after  that  historic  event.  Many 
people  even  today  think  that  money  can  work 
wonders  and  spread  any  false  rumours. 

3.  Verses  19  and  20.  “Go  therefore  and  make 
disciples  of  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  teaching  them  to  observe  all  that  I 
have  commanded  you;  and  lo,  I  am  with  you 
always,  to  the  close  of  the  age.” 

This  is  the  great  commission  that  the  risen 
Lord  gave  to  the  eleven  disciples  who  were 
gathered  in  the  mountain  to  which  Jesus  had 
directed  them.  This  event  chronologically  took 
place  many  days,  perhaps  forty  days  after  the 
resurrection.  Here  Jesus  has  commanded  his 
disciples  to  preach  to  the  whole  world. 

May  God  help  us  to  fulfil  this  great  com¬ 
mission.  Amen. 


Western.  3  April  'g 
Easter  morning  Eastern.  10  April  '8 

Lulje  24:1-  13 

Now  we  are  on  the  Easter  day,  the  Sunday 
According  to  our  calendar  we  will  read  from 
St.  John’s  gospel  for  the  Easter  Qurbana  which 
will  be  after  a  couple  of  hours,  after  the  candle 
light  procession  reminding  us  of  the  women  who 
went  to  the  tomb  to  look  for  the  body  of  Jesus. 

1.  Verse  1.  “But  on  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
at  early  dawn,  they  went  to  the  tomb,  taking  the 
spices  which  they  had  prepared.” 

Mary  Magdalene  and  the  other  women  went 
to  the  tomb  at  early  dawn  on  that  Easter  Sunday. 
I  suppose  the  disciples  of  Jesus  were  sleeping  at 
that  time,  tired,  disappointed,  frustrated  and 
may  be  thinking  about  a  future  job  such  as 
fishing  etc.  The  women  were  earnest.  Although 
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iey  were  at  the  foot  of  the  Cross  on  the  Friday, 
‘terwards  they  were  busy  preparing  the  spices 
>  cover  the  body  of  Jesus.  On  Saturday  they 
ere  quiet  as  it  was  sabbath  and  stayed  at  home, 
lut  oil  Sunday,  at  early  dawn,  when  it  was  still 
ark  they  went  to  the  tomb,  without  the  help  of 
le  disciples.  In  their  deep  devotion  to  Jesus 
hey  went  to  the  tomb  on  their  own. 

Verse  9.  “And  returning  from  the  tomb 
hey  told  all  this  to  the  eleven  and  to  all  the 
est.” 


The  women  saw  the  empty  tomb.  They  were 
)erplexed.  Two  men  who  stood  there  in  dazzl- 
ng  apparel  asked  them  “Why  do  you  seek  the 
iving  among  the  dead?”  (Verse  5).  Then  they 
*emembered  the  words  of  Jesus.  The  women 
eturned  to  the  town  and  told  everything  to  the 
deven  disciples  and  others.  Thus  these  women 
became  the  first  preachers  of  the  good  news  of 
he  resurrection  of  Jesus.  It  may  appear  to  be 
in  irony  that  even  the  disciples  like  Peter  and 
fohn  had  to  hear  it  from  these  women. 

Verse  11.  “But  these  words  seemed  to  them 
m  idle  tale,  and  they  did  not  believe  them.” 

The  news  that  Jesus  was  risen  is  a  pleasant 
news  indeed.  Moreover  Jesus  had  told  the 
Jisciples  earlier  that  he  would  rise  from  the 
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dead.  Yet  the  story  of  these  women  seemec 
to  them  an  idle  tale.  One  reason  is  the  lower 
status  of  the  women  in  the  Jewish  society  at 
that  time.  The  testimony  of  women  was  not 
legally  accepted  by  the  Jews.  Women  are  said 
to  have  the  habit  of  believing  a  story  without 
the  habit  of  St.  Thomas  of  doubting  or  question¬ 
ing  it. 

Although  St.  Matthew  had  mentioned  the 
names  of  Mary  Magdalene  and  the  other  Mary, 
now  here  St.  Luke  mentions  an  additional  name 
of  Joanna.  He  also  identifies  the  other  Mary 
as  the  mother  of  James.  Then  he  says  that  there 
are  some  other  women  also  with  these  three 
women  who  are  named. 

May  our  risen  Lord  give  us  at  least  a  portion 
of  the  devotion  these  women  showed,  enabling 
us  to  take  the  risk  they  have  taken  in  going  to 
the  tomb  early  dawn-  Amen. 
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aster  Eastern.  10  April  '88 

JobD  20 : l -  19 

On  this  Easter  Qurbana  we  hear  the  account 
f  the  Resurrection  of  our  Lord  as  recorded  by 
t.  John.  We  have  already  listened  to  this  account 
i  the  final  chapters  of  the  gospels  of  St.  Matthew 
nd  St.  Luke.  Although  there  are  some 
jfferences  in  the  minute  details  of  the  hour  of 
hat  Sunday  or  in  the  names  of  the  Mary  and 
he  other  Mary  etc  the  report  is  crystal  clear 
ibout  the  fact  that  our  Lord  was  risen  on  the 
bird  day  after  he  was  crucified  on  the  Good 

"riday. 

Verse  1 Now  on  the  first  day  of  the  week 
vlary  Magdalene  came  to  the  tomb  early,  while 
t  was  still  dark,  and  saw  that  the  stone  had 
3een  taken  away  from  the  tomb.” 

*  22 
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Commenting  on  the  inconsistency  of  the 
hours  and  the  names  of  the  women,  Ishodad 
remarks:(Pp.  278  and  279). 

Matthew  says,  in  the  evening  of  the 
Sabbath,  as  the  first  day  of  the  week 
was  dawning,  came  Mary  and  Mary.  But 
Mark  says,  In  the  morning  of  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  at  the  rising  of  the  sum 
they  came;  and  Luke,  On  the  first  day 
of  the  week,  while  it  was  yet  dark  they 
came;  and  John  says, Oft  the  first  day  of 
the  week  came  the  Magdalene ,  while  it 
was  yet  dark ;  hree  of  them  having  one 
intention;  but  that  of  Matthew  having 
another  intention;  because  all  men  do  not 
think  alike  about  the  beginning  of  the  day; 
but  some  consider  the  beginning  to  be 
from  the  evening,  and  some  from  the 
morning,  as  the  Armenians  hold;  so 
therefore  Matthew  also  adhered  to  this 
custom  of  the  Armenians;  and  because 
of  this  he  said  about  the  night  of  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  that  it  was  the  Sabbath; 
but  the  other  Evangelists  considered  it 
the  first  day  of  the  week,  as  we  reckon. 
Again,  if  they  had  not  all  written  un¬ 
equally  about  the  Resurrection,  that  it 
took  place,  or  about  the  day,  that  it  was 
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not  the  same;  or  all  of  them  spoken 
unequally  about  the  women  that  they 
came  to  the  sepulchre;  perhaps  some  one 
would  have  doubted. 

The  women  saw  the  stone  had  been  taken 
away  from  the  tomb.  Christ  could  be  risen 
even  without  removing  the  stone.  He  could 
enter  the  room  through  the  closed  door.  But 
if  Jesus  was  risen  without  removing  the  outer 
stone,  people  would  not  realise  that  Christ  was 
risen.  Since  the  stone  had  been  rolled  away 
Mary  and  others  could  easily  find  out  that  Jesus 
was  risen  already. 

2.  Verses  6  and  7.  “Then  Simon  Peter  came, 
following  him,  and  went  into  the  tomb;  he  saw 
the  linen  clothes  lying,  and  the  napkin,  which 
had  been  on  his  head,  not  lying  with  the  linen 
clothes  but  rolled  up  in  a  place  by  itself.” 

After  Mary  Magdalene  informed  Peter  that 
the  tomb  of  Jesus  was  empty,  Peter  and  John 
ran  to  the  tomb.  John  reacned  at  the  tomb 
first.  As  he  was  younger  he  could  run  faster 
than  Peter.  But  he  did  not  enter  the  tomb. 
But  Peter  when  he  reached  went  into  the  tomb 
and  saw  the  linen  clothes  lying  there.  About 
this,  Ishodad  writes.  (P.  280). 
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These  things  were  left  in  the  grave 
first,  for  a  sign  of  the  general  resurrec 
tion,  which  will  take  place  of  necessity 
and  for  immortality  in  the  world  to  come 
they  will  not  use  clothes  and  coverings, 
but  food  will  not  be  needful  nor  one  of 
the  material  things  of  this  world;  inasmuch 
as  Nature  will  be  crowned  with  splendour 
and  glory  and  honour,  which  is  more 
precious  than  all  the  ornaments  and 
splendours  of  this  world;  as  also  on 
account  of  this  type  Elia  also,  when  he 
was  translated  to  Paradise,  signifying 
mystically  our  departure  from  here,  left 
his  mantle  to  Elisha,  as  there  ofcourse 
they  do  not  use  garments;  second,  that 
they  might  be  witnesses  of  the  personal 
Resurrection  of  our  Lord;  that  he  was 
certainly  not  stolen,  as  the  Crucifiers 
announced; . 

3.  Verse  18.  Mary  Magdalene  went  and  said 
to  the  disciples,  T  have  seen  the  Lord”;  and  she 
told  them  that  he  had  said  these  things  to  her. 

“I  have  seen  the  Lord.”  What  a  great 
statement!  It  is  the  risen  Lord.  She  is  the  first 
one  to  see  the  risen  Lord.  She  is  announcing 
this  glad  news  to  none  other  than  the  disciples 
themselves.  It  is  the  risen  Lord  Himself  who 
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commissioned  her  to  become  the  messenger  of 
this  greatest  news  in  the  world  “I  have  seen  the 
Lord.”  About  the  propriety  of  Mary  announc¬ 
ing  this  news  to  the  disciples  Ishodad  comments, 
(P.  234). 

Then  came  Mary  Magdalene,  and 
told  the  Disciples,  etc,  Mary  announced 
the  Resurrection  to  the  Apostles,  as  a 
counterpoise  to  Eve,  who  announced  to 
Adam  the  words  of  crafty  Serpent,  that 
he  should  eat  of  the  fruits  and  die. 

Dear  friends,  on  this  happy  Easter  day  we 
wish  you  all  the  blessings  of  this  festival  and 
wish  we  could  repeat  with  Mary  Magdalene  “I 
have  seen  the  Lord.”  May  our  risen  Lord  make 
us  worthy  of  such  testimony.  Amen. 
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Western.  10  April  '88 
Mew  Sunday  Eastern.  17  April  '88 

John  20:19- end 

The  gospel  lesson  to  be  read  on  the  first 
Sunday  after  Easter  is  to  be  repeated  on  the 
Memorial  of  St.  Thomas,  one  of  the  twelve  dis¬ 
ciples  of  Jesus  Christ.  Usually  gospel  portions 
are  not  repeated  in  the  same  year.  But  since 
the  event  recorded  here  is  an  event  connected 
with  St.  Thomas  this  repetition  is  reasonable. 

The  Sunday  after  Easter  is  called  Hadbshabba 
Hadlha ,  the  new  Sunday.  The  first  day  of  the 
week,  became  important  to  Christians  because 
Christ  rose  from  the  dead  on  that  day.  Hence 
the  Christians  began  to  observe  that  day  holy 
instead  of  the  Jewish  Sabbath  which  is  on 
Saturday. 
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Some  scholars  consider  this  Chapter  as  the 
ast  chapter  of  the  gospels.  Chapter  21  of  St. 
ohn’s  gospel  is  said  to  be  a  later  addition. 
Chapter  20  deals  with  the  resurrection,  and  later 
ippearences  of  our  Lord.  The  first  portion  of 
his  chapter  was  read  on  Easter  as  it  happened 
m  that  day.  The  appearence  to  the  eleven 
lisciples  including  Thomas  must  have  happened 
an  the  Sunday  after  Easter  as  verse  26  says  that 
:ne  event  took  place  after  eight  days. 

Let  us  think  of  three  things  in  this  lesson. 
First  is  an  action  of  Jesus.  Second  is  the  doubt 
of  Thomas.  The  third  is  the  confession  of 
this  doubt  and  his  repentance. 

1.  Verse  22.  And  when  He  had  said  this, 
he  breathed  on  them,  and  said  to  them,  “Receive 
the  Holy  Spirit.” 

The  resurrected  Lord  blessed  his  disciples. 
Although  these  disciples  were  set  apart  and 

appointed  earlier  during  his  life  time,  the  risen 
Christ  breathed  on  these  disciples  now  and  said 

“Receive  the  Holy  Spirit.”  in  the  ordination 

ceremony  in  our  Church,  the  bishop  breathes  on 
those  who  are  being  ordained  which  is  a  repeti¬ 
tion  of  this  event. 

In  the  previous  verses  of  this  paragraph  it 
is  recorded  that  the  disciples  were  glad  when  they 
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saw  the  Lord.  Christ  also  greeted  them 
'•Peace  be  with  you”  which  is  the  usual  Jewish 
form  of  greeting.  This  greeting  is  repeated 
often  in  our  holy  services  with  the  words.  Christ 
also  said  to  the  disciples,  "As  the  Father  has  sent 
me,  even  so  I  send  you.”  The  breathing  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  essential  to  carry  on  our  work 
for  Lord. 

2.  Verse  25.  But  He  said  to  them,  "Unless  I 
see  in  his  hands  the  print  of  the  nails,  and  place 
my  finger  in  the  mark  of  the  nails,  and  place  my 
hand  in  his  side,  I  will  not  believe.” 

This  is  the  doubt  expressed  by  St.  Thomas. 
That  is  the  reason  why  he  is  called  the  doubting 
disciple.  In  the  14th  Chapter  of  St.  John’s 
gospel  we  read  that  the  same  Thomas  asked 
Jesus  Christ  "Lord,  we  do  not  know  where  you 
are  going;  how  can  we  know  the  way?”  (14:5) 
It  is  natural  to  have  doubts.  But  our  doubts 
should  have  some  justification.  Jokingly  I  often 
remark  that  just  because  St.  Thomas,  the  doubt¬ 
ing  disciple  evangelised  in  India,  many  Indian 
Christians  became  perennial  doubters. 

3.  Verse  28.  Thomas  answered  him,  "My  Lord 
and  my  God!” 

Although  Thomas  demanded  that  he  should 
put  his  finger  in  the  mark  of  the  nails  etc,  he 
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lid  not  do  it.  When  the  Lord  rebuked  Thomas 
)f  his  faithlessness  and  commanded,  “do  not  be 
aithless,  but  believing”,  Thomas  repented 
nstantly  and  uttered  the  words,  “My  Lord  and 
nv  God.”  It  is  a  great  confession.  In  some 
3t  oar  prayers  used  for  the  holy  services  we  start 
the  prayer  with  the  words,  “My  Lord  and  My 
God.”  As  Jesus  told  him  immediately  after¬ 
wards,  “Blessed  are  those  who  have  not  seen  and 
yet  believe.” 

May  our  Lord  help  us  in  our  simple  faith  to 
believe  even  if  we  have  not  seen.  We  have  not 
seen  the  miracles  performed  by  Christ  which 
Thomas  has  seen.  Yet  our  living  Lord  can 
strengthen  our  faith  to  be  faithful  in  life  in  this 
world  and  to  be  prepared  for  the  life  eternal. 
Amen. 


*  23 
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Western.  17  April  '88 
After  Easter,  3rd  Sunday  Eastern.  24  April  '88 

J©bi>  14:1-  15 

Not  much  is  written  in  the  gospels  about 
what  Jesus  did  and  taught  after  resurrection. 
Last  Sunday  we  read  what  Jesus  said  when 
he  appeared  to  the  disciples  including  St.  Thomas. 
But  we  do  not  know  what  happened  in  the 
two  weeks  after  resurrection.  Hence  we 
are  told  of  an  event  that  took  place  perhaps 

towards  the  close  of  his  career  on  this  planet 
earth. 

1.  Verse  1.  “Let  not  your  hearts  be  troubled; 
believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  me.” 

Jesus  is  telling  these  words  soon  after  he 
warned  Simon  Peter  that  he  would  deny  him 
thi  ice  before  the  cock  crows.  Jesus  knows  that 
the  hearts  of  the  disciples  will  naturally  be 
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troubled,  So  he  gives  them  advice  not  to  be 
troubled.  What  is  the  remedy?  It  is  simple 
“Believe  in  God,  believe  also  in  me.”  says  Jesus. 
Now  some  people  think  that  to  claim  that  I  do 
not  believe  in  God  is  a  fashion,  a  sign  of 
intellectualism.  We  should  listen  to  Jesus  and 
not  with  the  false  pride  in  the  guise  of  rationa¬ 
lism. 

2.  Verse  6.  Jesus  said  to  him  “I  am  the  way, 
and  the  truth,  and  the  life;  no  one  comes  to  the 
Father,  but  my  me.” 

This  is  the  sixth  of  the  seven  “I  am”  state¬ 
ments  of  Jesus  recorded  in  the  gospel  according 
to  St.  John.  This  statement  is  the  reply  given  to 
the  doubting  Thomas  who  asked  the  question, 
“Lord,  we  do  not  know  where  you  are  going; 
how  can  we  know  the  way?’’  (Verse  5). 

In  this  threefold  reply  Jesus  says  that  he 
is  not  only  the  way  or  the  truth  but  also  the  life. 
All  the  three  words  are  used  with  a  definite 
article  the.  He  is  not  one  of  the  many  ways  or 
one  of  the  many  truths  or  one  of  the  several 
lives.  At  the  time  of  trial  Pontius  Pilate,  the 
Roman  Governor,  asks  Jesus,  “What  is  truth?” 
(18:38).  A  modern  preacher  states  that  Pilate 
made  a  grammar  mistake.  He  should  have 
asked,  “Who  is  truth?”  instead  of  “What  is 
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truth?’'  That  is  the  reason  why  Pilate  did  not 
get  any  reply  from  Jesus.  There  is  no  need  to 
to  explain  in  abstract  and  philosophical  terms 
what  is  truth.  Truth  is  personified  in  concrete 
shape  in  Jesus  Christ.  He  says,  “I  am  the  truth.” 
He  also  says,  “I  am  the  life.”  In  a  previous 
chapter  in  the  same  gospel  we  read  the  words 
of  Jesus,  “I  came  that  they  may  have  life,  and 
have  it  abundantly.”  (10:10).  None  goes  to  the 
Father  without  Christ. 

3.  Verses  13  and  14.  “Whatever  you  ask  in  my 
name,  I  will  do  it,  that  the  Father  may  be  glorified 
in  the  Son;  if  you  ask  anything  in  my  name,  I 
will  do  it.” 

Jesus  is  promising  us  to  answer  our  prayer. 
During  the  public  ministry  of  Jesus,  he  did  not 
encourage  people  to  pray  to  him.  He  himself 
was  praying  to  his  Father  and  the  disciples  were 
taught  to  pray  to  “Our  Father,  which  art  in 
heaven.”  But  now  towards  the  close  of  his  public 
ministry  he  is  assuring  us  that  he  himself  will 
answer  our  prayers.  That  is  the  reason  why  we 
Christians  have  the  courage  to  pray  to  Christ. 

“If  you  ask  anything  in  my  name,  I  will  do 
it”,  says,  the  Lord.  What  a  great  offer!  It  is 
guaranteed,  free  for  all  of  us  who  care  to  ask. 
Unfortunately  there  are  not  many  takers  of  this 
free  and  unlimited  offer. 
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Dear  Christian  friends,  our  lives  will  be 
etter  and  happier  if  we  learn  to  ask  our  Lord 
or  help.  Now  we  depend  only  on  our  ability, 
ducation,  money,  status  etc.  Let  us  learn  to 
epend  more  on  our  Lord.  Pray  to  Him  and 
egin  to  enjoy  a  better  blessed  life  whether  in 
•overty  or  in  plenty.  May  God  help  us.  Amen. 


46 


Western.  24  April'  88 
After  Easter,  4tlh  Sunday  Eastern.  1  May  '88 

Jobfl  16:16-  epd 

In  the  16th  chapter  of  the  gospel  according 
to  St.  John  we  find  Jesus  continuing  with  his 
final  advice  to  his  disciples.  Since  he  was  about 
to  be  betrayed  and  crucified  he  warned  them, 
“A  little  while,  and  you  will  see  me  no  more; 
again  a  little  while,  and  you  will  see  me.” 
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Verse  16.  The  disciples  did  not  understand  the 
meaning  of  this  perplexing  declaration. 

1  Verse  20.  “Truly,  truly,  I  say  to  you,  you 
will  weep  and  lament,  but  the  world  will  rejoice; 
you  will  be  sorrowful,  but  your  sorrow  will  turr 
into  joy.” 

Jesus  is  foretelling  that  his  followers  will 
have  to  be  sorrowful  and  lament  because  he  was 
going  to  be  crucified.  But  the  great  assurance 
is  that  their  sorrow  will  turn  into  joy.  This 
advice  is  true  not  only  for  his  generation  but  to 
the  Christians  of  all  generations.  Our  grief 
will  turn  into  joy  if  we  trust  in  the  Lord. 

2.  Verse  24.  “Hitherto  you  have  asked  nothing 

in  my  name;  ask,  and  you  will  receive,  that  your 
joy  may  be  full.” 

The  disciples  never  knew  that  they  could 
pray  to  Christ  directly.  But  now  Jesus  assures 
them  that  they  could  pray  to  him.  He  will  grant 
their  requests.  Ishodad  comments  :  (P.  272). 

Hitherto  have  ye  asked  nothing  in  My  name 
for  in  truth  they  had  not  supposed  that 
they  ought  to  pray  to  Him;  ask  and  ye 
shall  receive'  that  your  joy  may  be  full- 
Henceforth,  He  says,  ye  shall  not  cease 
from  what  ye  ask,  for  ye  shall  receive,  tha* 
thus  ye  may  rejoice  on  account  of  the 
things  that  are  given  unto  you. 


iRMONS  FROM  THE  GOSPELS  '83 

Most  of  the  Christian  Churches  pray  to  the 
'hi  ist  today.  Since  liturgical  prayers  are 
ddressed  to  the  Trinity.  Most  of  the  extempo- 
ary  prayers  are  either  addressed  to  or  concluded 
a  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.  Shall  we  pray  to 
'hrist  so  that  our  joy  will  be  full. 

;.  Verse  25.  “I  have  said  this  to  you,  that  in 
ne  you  have  peace.  In  the  world  you  have  tri- 
mlation;  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome 
he  world  ” 


Jesus  informed  that  they  are  going  to  leave 
fesus  alone.  They  will  be  scattered,  every  man 
:o  his  home.  Then  immediately  explains  that  he 
aas  revealed  the  news  of  his  imminent  death  for 
them  to  have  peace.  Christ  is  the  prince  of 
peace.  But  the  peace  that  passeth  all  under¬ 
standing  is  different  from  what  the  world  is 
expecting. 

In  this  world  there  are  tribulations.  Yet 
Jesus  is  asking  His  disciples  to  be  of  good  cheer. 
“I  have  overcome  the  world”  says  Jesus.  It  is 
not  easy  to  overcome  the  world.  But  if  we  can 
overcome  the  world  then  we  will  not  be  unhappy, 
[f  we  are  always  thinking  of  the  desires  of  this 
world  we  will  never  be  happy.  Neither  wealth  nor 
the  pleasures  of  this  world  have  ever  satisfied 
anybody.  Most  people  stiil  work  hard  to  get 
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more  money  and  more  luxury.  A  Christian  has  t 
be  different.  We  may  not  enjoy  immense  wealti 
and  luxuries.  But  we  can  overcome  the  world 

May  our  Lord  help  us  to  lead  a  life  in  whici 
we  find  solace  and  comfort  though  not  in  th 
worldly  wealth  and  achievements.  We  can  be  o 
good  cheer  in  the  midst  of  greed  as  well  as  paii 
and  sorrow  all  around  us.  Be  of  good  cheer 
Amen. 
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Western.  1  May  '8! 

After  Easter,  5th  Sunday  Eastern.  8  May  '81 

John  21:1-15 

Very  little  is  known  to  us  about  the  activitie: 
of  the  disciples  between  the  Easter  and  th( 
Pentecost.  The  incident  recorded  by  St.  Joht 
is  an  interesting  episode. 


ERMONS  FROM  THE  GOSPELS 


185 


Today  is  also  the  memorial  day  of  Mar  Adhai 
)elieved  to  be  Thaddaeus,  one  of  the  twelve 
iisciples.  In  this  story  concerning  seven  disciples 
:he  names  of  two  are  not  mentioned.  It  is  pos¬ 
sible  that  one  of  these  two  was  Thaddaeus.  That 
may  be  the  reason  why  today  is  observed  as  the 
memorial  day  of  Mar  Addhai.  It  is  not  usual 
to  observe  a  memorial  day  on  a  Sunday.  They 
are  observed  on  Fridays.  But  this  is  appointed 
to  be  observed  on  the  5th  Sunday  after  Easter, 
which  is  actually  28  days  (four  weeks)  after 
Easter  Sunday.  Since  our  Easter  was  on  10  April, 
the  memorial  day  of  Mar  Adhai  is  on  8  May. 

1.  Verse  3.  Simon  Peter  said  to  them,  ‘Tam 
going  fishing/' 

This  is  the  narration  of  the  third  appearence 
of  the  risen  Lord.  It  was  to  the  seven  disciples  at 
the  Sea  of  Tiberias.  Peter,Thomas,  and  Nathaneal 
are  mentioned  by  name.  Then  the  sons  of 
Zebedee  are  with  them.  They  are  James  and 
John.  Then  St.  John,  who  is  one  of  this  group, 
writes,  “Two  others  of  his  disciples  were 
together.”  We  wonder  why  their  identity  is 
protected.  Perhaps  the  writer  thought  that  these 
names  are  not  important. 

When  Peter  announced  his  intention  of 
going  to  fish,  six  others  stated,  “We  will  go  with 

*  ?4 
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you.”  They  worked  the  whole  night  and  caugh 
nothing,  They  were  made  to  realise  the  f utility 
of  their  hard  work.  They  were  no  more  mean 
to  be  fishermen.  They  are  already  by  our  Lon 
to  be  fishers  of  men.  But  they  lost  their  firs 
love.  Their  zeal  for  the  Lord  diminished  afte 
crucifixion.  They  began  to  think  of  returning  t« 
their  old  profession.  But  it  produced  no  results 

2.  Verse  6.  He  said  to  them,  “Cast  the  net  o 
the  right  side  of  the  boat  and  you  will  fin« 
some.  ” 

Jesus  appeared  to  the  seven  disciples  at  th 
time  of  their  failure  to  catch  fish.  Realisin. 
this  truth  the  risen  Lord  who  appeared  to  then 
asked,  66  Children  have  you  any  fish?  ”  The: 
painfully  replied  him,  “No.  ”  Without  revealin. 
his  identity  he  commanded  them  to  cast  the  tie 
on  the  right  side  of  the  boat.  They  obeyed  thi 
stranger. 

Peter,  the  master  fisherman,  who  knew  the 
Sea  of  Tiberias  so  well  should  have  laughed  at 
the  advice  given  to  him  by  a  stranger  to  cast  the 
net  on  the  right  side  of  the  boat.  Peter  knew 
his  profession  very  well.  He  had  already  cast 
his  net  on  the  left  and  the  right.  He  knew  that 
area  very  well.  Still  he  could  not  but  obey  the 
command  of  the  stranger.  Our  lord  exercised 
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uch  a  command.  When  they  obeyed  the  order 
heir  net  was  full  of  fish.  Then  they  realised 
hat  the  stranger  was  none  other  than  the  risen 
^ord.  They  were  only  100  yards  (200  cubits) 
‘rom  the  land. 

3.  Verse  12.  Jesus  said  to  them,  6  6  Come  and 
lave  breakfast.  ”  Now  none  of  the  disciple 
dared  ask  him,  46  Who  are  you?  ”  They  knew  it 
was  the  Lord. 

The  heavy  net  had  caught  153  large  fish. 
Before  the  disciples  brought  the  fish,  Jesus  had 
prepared  fish  on  the  charcoal  fire  and  bread. 
Then  Jesus  commanded  the  disciples  to  have 
breakfast.  St.  John,  an  eyewitness  of  this 
unique  incident,  recalls  the  excitement.  Now 
none  of  the  disciples  dared  ask  him,  44  Who  are 
you?” 


Jesus  took  bread  and  gave  to  them,  and  so 
with  the  fish.  Did  Jesus  eat  breakfast  with 
them?  St.  John  is  silent  about  it.  Before  his 
crucifixion  he  had  his  last  supper  with  twelve 
disciples.  Now  there  is  the  last  breakfast  for 
the  seven  disciples  with  their  master.  But  this 
time  the  risen  Lord,  who  did  have  the  earthly 
body,  did  not  eat  the  bread  and  fish  which  he 
gave  to  his  disciples. 
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About  the  number  153  Ishodad  writes. 
(P.  287) 

This,  A  hundred  and  fifty  and  three ,  Origen 
(says),  symbolize  the  Holy  Trinity;  by  the 
three  fifties  and  by  three  he  symbolizes 
the  Psalms  of  David  in  a  hundred  and 
fifty;  and  by  the  three  Praises  which  they 
added  from  the  Law  and  the  Prophets, 
to  the  Psalms. 

Our  Lord  helps  those  who  are  in  need. 
Jesus  comforted  these  seven  disciples  at  a  time 
when  they  failed  in  their  attempts  to  catch 
fish.  Sometimes  in  comfortable  situations 
we  put  too  much  confidence  in  our  ability  and 
the  position  we  occupy-  We  ignore  the  need 
to  depend  on  our  Lord  in  all  humility.  If 
we  are  in  real  despair,  turn  to  our  Lord, 
and  he  will  comfort  us.  A  song  writer  named 
Skirvin,  wrote  a  famous  song  at  the  time  of 
his  personal  tragedy,  66 What  a  friend  we  have 
in  Jesus . ” 

Let  us  trust  in  our  Lord  to  come  to  our 
rescue  at  ths  time  of  pain,  sickness,  and  despair. 
May  God  help  us  to  learn  this  lesson  and  turn  to 
Him  whether  in  happiness  or  in  sorrow.  Amen. 
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Western.  24  April  '88 

Mar  Geevarghese  day  Eastern.  7  May  88 

Matthew  10:  37 -end 
19  :  27  -  end 

Today  is  the  momorial  day  of  Mar 
Geevarghese.  It  is  a  fixed  festival.  It  is 
observed  on  7  May,  whether  it  is  a  Sunday 
or  Friday  or  any  other  day  of  the  week. 
There  is  another  memorial  day  for  the 
same  saint  during  the  month  of  November. 
St.  George  is  respected  not  only  in  the  Eastern 
Churches,  but  also  in  the  West.  Some  stories 
told  about  St.  George  and  his  courage  to  kill  the 
dragon  are  being  doubted  by  some. 

1.  Verse  39.  ‘’He  who  finds  his  life  will  lose  it, 
and  he  who  loses  his  life  for  my  sake  will  find 
it,” 
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These  are  the  words  of  Jesus.  He  expects 
his  followers  to  renounce  many  of  their  earthly 
possession  and  relationship.  Jesus  is  asking  his 
followers  to  give  up  their  parents  and  children 
in  order  to  devote  their  full  energy  for  the  task 
ahead  of  them.  He  clearly  states  that  he  who 
does  not  take  up  his  cross  is  not  worthy  of  Him* 
If  we  seek  to  find  worldly  fulfilment  in  our  lives 
we  will  lose  it.  On  the  other  hand  if  we  lose 
our  life  for  His  sake  we  will  have  abundant  life. 
Some  people  want  the  pleasure  of  this  life  along 
with  a  Christian  life.  It  is  difficult  to  have  both 
at  the  same  time. 

2.  Verse  42.  “And  whoever  gives  to  one  of 
these  little  ones  even  a  cup  of  cold  water  because 
he  is  a  disciple,  truly,  I  say  to  you,  he  shall  not 
lose  his  reward.” 

Jesus  is  asking  his  followers  to  help  the  poor 
and  the  underprivileged.  Some  Christians 
unfortunately  ignore  this  social  responsibility* 
We  are  willing  to  receive  bishops  or  government 
officers  in  our  home.  But  we  are  unwilling  to 
care  for  a  poor  man.  Knowing  the  religious 
attitude  of  His  time,  Jesus  is  assuring  us  that  we 
will  not  lose  reward  even  if  we  give  a  cup  of 
cold  water.  We  Christians  are  doing  something 
in  this  direction  by  running  orphanages  and 
helping  many  poor  people.  But  we  should  do 
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more.  A  poor  country  like  India  is  not  that 
poor.  We  have  billionaires.  If  the  resources 
of  our  world  are  pooled  together,  poverty  will 
disappear.  We  have  enough  wealth  in  our 
world.  If  the  rich  nations  care  for  the  poor  we 
will  have  a  better  world. 

3.  Verse  19:30 .  “But  many  that  are  first  will 
be  last,  and  the  last  first/’ 

Jesus  says  that  we  will  have  an  unpleasant 
surprise  when  the  Son  of  man  shall  sit  on  the 
glorious  throne.  People  who  have  given  up  a 
lot  in  this  world  will  receive  hundredfold.  They 
will  inherit  eternal  life.  At  the  same  time 
many  people  who  think  that  they  are  good 
people  in  this  world  will  find  their  place  at  the 
last.  Whether  we  have  given  a  big  donation 
for  the  construction  of  a  Church  or  not, 
we  will  find  our  place  at  the  last.  Though 
we  have  fasted  or  studied  the  Bible, 
we  may  find  our  place  far  behind  the  poor 
people  who  did  not  play  any  active  role  in 
the  life  of  the  Church.  Those  of  us  who  spend 
some  time  for  Church  activities  should  examine 
our  Christian  life.  We  have  to  find  out  whether 
we  are  active  for  the  Church  because  we  want 
power  or  position  of  leadership.  What  are 
we  doing  for  the  poor  in  our  midst? 
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Dear  brothers  and  sisters,  our  forefathers 
selected  this  gospel  lesson  on  the  memorial  of 
Mar  Geevarghese.  Many  saints  have  suffered 
much.  Their  reward  will  be  manifold.  May 
our  Lord  help  us  to  be  worthy  of  rewards  in 
heaven.  Amen. 
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Western.  8  May  '88 
After  Easter,  6th  Sunday  Eastern.  15  May  '88 

Jobtt  17:  1  -  ci>d 

All  the  six  Sundays  after  Easter  we  read  from 

the  gospel  of  St.  John.  Today’s  lesson  is  the 

high-priestly  prayer  of  Jesus.  He  prays  publicly 

for  His  disciples  as  his  earthly  ministry  is  coming 
to  an  abrupt  end. 

/.  Verse  5.  6T  glorified  thee  on  earth,  having 
accomplished  the  work  which  gavest  me  to  do;” 

The  words  of  prayer  of  Jesus  are  full  of 
utter  satisfaction  of  having  done  the  job 
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ntrusted  to  Him  on  the  earth.  These  are  not 

/ords  of  tall  claims  or  boasting.  Jesus  accom- 
ilished  his  mission  in  a  short  span  of  life. 

This  testimony  should  make  us  think  about  our 
>wn  performance  in  this  world.  We  belong  to 
various  walks  of  life.  Shall  we  all  feel  a  sense 
)f  accomplishment.  Very  sadly  even  Christians 
ire  increasingly  becoming  money  conscious.  How 
much  money  can  I  earn  by  the  work  I  do.  We  all 
know  that  even  in  the  spiritual  realm  such  words 
is  job  satisfaction,  successful  career  etc.  mean 
how  much  money  one  has  acquired.  Jesus 
glorified  God  on  earth  by  having  accomplished 
the  work.  He  did  not  possess  any  material 
wealth.  Nor  did  he  live  in  luxury.  Yet  Jesus 
glorified  God  through  his  work  on  earth. 

2  Verse  15.  “I  do  not  pray  that  thou  shouldst 
take  them  out  of  the  world,  but  that  thou 
shouldst  keep  them  from  the  evil  one.” 

Jesus  is  praying  for  His  disciples.  When 
the  spiritual  protection  provided  by  Jesus  will  no 
more  be  available,  the  disciples  will  be  disappo¬ 
inted.  They  will  not  be  able  to  withstand  the 
attacks  of  the  enemy.  Therefore  Jesus  is  praying 
to  the  Father  to  keep  them  from  the  evil  one. 
Jesus  is  not  praying  that  the  disciples  should  be 
taken  out  of  the  world.  It  is  easier  not  to  sin 
when  we  are  taken  out  of  this  world.  But  we  have 
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to  live  in  this  world.  We  have  to  be  witnesses 
to  the  people  around  us.  It  is  easy  to  die  but 
difficult  to  live.  This  prayer  should  give  us 
comfort  at  the  evil  times  of  trials  and  tribula¬ 
tions.  We  can  pray  to  our  Father  to  protect  us 
at  times  of  peril. 

3.  Verse  21.  “That  they  may  all  be  one;  even 
as  thou,  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee,  that 
they  also  may  be  in  us,  so  that  the  world  may 
believe  that  thou  hast  sent  me.” 

After  praying  for  His  disciples,  Jesus  is 
praying  for  those  who  are  going  to  believe  in 
Jesus  through  the  words  of  the  disciples.  Then 

he  prays  for  the  unity.  We  hear  this  famous 
verse  John  17:21  wherever  Christians  are 

gathered  for  an  ecumenical  gathering.  “That 
they  may  all  be  one”  is  the  motto  of  many 

Churches.  But  how  can  we  realise  that  unity, 
is  a  debatable  proposition.  Did  Jesus  mean 

organic  unity  or  organizational  unity?  Some 
members  of  a  major  denomination  often  quote 

this  verse  to  tell  us  that  we  should  join  their 

Church  because  Jesus  had  prayed  that  we  all 
should  be  one.  We  should  all  know  that  unity 

is  not  a  one  way  traffic.  Protracted  negotiations 

take  place  in  many  parts  of  the  world  to  bring 
together  at  least  like-minded  Christian  deno¬ 
minations.  Let  us  hope,  the  prayer  of  Jesus  will 
be  fulfilled  sooner  or  later. 
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Dearly  beloved  brethren  in  Christ,  as  we 
id  the  high-priestly  prayer  of  Jesus  Christ,  we 
ink  God  for  the  concern  which  Jesus  showed 
r  His  disciples  and  believers.  After  performing 
my  miracles  and  giving  several  speeches,  Jesus 
ncluded  His  ministry  with  this  long  prayer. 
>rtunately  St.  John  has  recorded  this  prayer 
r  our  spiritual  edification.  Let  us  show  love 
id  unity  desired  by  our  Lord  in  our  life  and 
itness  today.  Amen. 
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Western.  12  May  '88 

scension  Thursday  Eastern.  19  May  '88 

Lulfe  24:26-  end 

The  Ascension  of  our  risen  Lord  took  place 
orty  days  after  His  resurrection.  It  is  observed 
lways  on  a  Thursday.  Since  it  is  a  festival 
epending  on  the  Easter,  it  is  early  when  Easter 
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is  early.  It  is  in  June  when  Easter  is  in  May.  he 

event  of  the  Ascension  is  vividly  described  here 
in  the  final  section  of  the  last  chapter  of  the 
gospel  according  to  St.  Luke. 

1 .  Verses  41-43.  And  while  they  still  disbelieved 
for  joy,  and  wondered,  he  said  to  them,  “Have 
you  anything  here  to  eat?”  They  gave  him  a 
piece  of  broiled  fish,  and  he  took  it  and  ate 

before  them. 

This  is  the  only  evidence  to  make  sure 
whether  Jesus  ate  anything  during  the  40  days 
between  His  resurrection  and  the  Ascension. 
He  ate  fish  before  them.  He  did  it  because  they 
thought  that  they  were  seeing  only  a  spirit  and 
not  the  real  risen  Lord.  Jesus  wanted  to  prove 
that  it  was  He  Himself  and  hence  He  asked  for 
something  to  eat  and  ate  in  their  presence. 
Since  this  was  the  last  of  the  appearences  of  the 
risen  Lord,  Jesus  wanted  to  make  sure  that  the 
disciples  should  be  sure  about  the  fact  of  the 
resurrection. 

2.  Verse  49.  “And  behold,  I  send  the  promise 
of  my  Father  upon  you;  but  stay  in  the  city,  until 
you  are  clothed  with  power  from  on  high.” 

Jesus  demanded  that  the  disciples  should 
stay  in  the  city  until  they  are  clothed  with  power 
from  on  high.  I  do  not  know  what  the  reaction 
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of  the  disciples  was  to  this  order  of  the  Lord  to 
stay  in  the  city  until  they  were  clothed  with 
power  from  on  high.  Some  of  us  do  not  have  any 
patience  to  stay  until  we  are  spiritually  equipped 
to  carry  on  the  responsiblities  entrusted  to  us. 
Jesus  could  have  commanded  them  to  start  the 
work  as  soon  as  He  ascends  to  the  heaven.  But 
waiting  is  necessary  in  our  lives.  We  have  to 
wait  for  the  Lord  before  we  begin  any  new 
venture  We  have  to  be  clothed  with  power 
from  above.  Our  worldly  education  and  wisdom 
will  not  be  sufficient  for  us.  We  need  wisdom 
and  strength  from  the  above.  If  the  disciples 
who  had  three  and  half  years’  apprenticeship 
with  none  other  than  our  Lord  Himself,  needed 
to  wait  to  get  the  heavenly  power,  how  much 
more  would  we  need  it. 

3.  Verses  52  and  53.  “And  they  returned  to 
Jerusalem  with  great  joy,  and  were  continually 
in  the  temple  blessing  God.” 

It  was  at  Bethany  Jesus  ascended  to  heaven. 
Jesus  lifted  up  his  hands  and  blessed  them. 
While  blessing  Jesus  parted  from  them.  The 
disciples  did  not  lament  at  the  time  of  His 
ascension  to  heaven.  They  rejoiced.  They  did 
not  go  home.  They  spent  their  time  in  the 
temple  blessing  God.  What  a  Christian  life! 
They  did  not  argue  for  position.  They  did  not 
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debate  about  the  strategy  to  be  adopted.  Neither 
did  they  go  back  to  fishing.  They  knew  that 
they  have  to  fulfil  the  great  commission  given 
them.  They  were  under  orders  to  go  and  preach. 
But  the  final  marching  orders  had  not  been 
issued.  They  have  to  wait  for  God’s  timing. 

In  our  human  planning  we  have  no  patience 
to  proceed  according  to  the  divine  schedule.  We 
want  to  see  the  tangible  results  of  our  activities 
without  delav*  But  our  work  will  be  better  if 
we  learn  patience  and  learn  to  depend  on  God’s 
guidance.  The  disciples  obeyed  and  so,  as  we 
see  later  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  they  were 
filled  with  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  In  our 
Christian  Churches  today,  we  should  learn  to 
wait  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord.  Holy  Spirits’ 
presence  is  not  visible  in  our  activities.  We 
should  plan  to  remedy  this  mistake.  May  God 
Almighty  pour  His  Spirit  upon  us  in  a  mighty 
manner.  Amen. 
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Sunday  After  Ascension  Eastern.  22  May  88 

Marl*  16:2-  ei>d 


On  Ascension  day,  i.e.  ast  Thursday,  we  read 
from  St.  Luke’s  Gospel.  Today  we  read  the 
account  of  the  Ascension  as  recorded  by  St.  Mark. 
The  passage  read  today  is  the  account  or  the 
events  after  the  resurrection,  for  forty  days  end¬ 
ing  with  the  Ascension.  The  first  portion, 
therefore,  is  the  repetition  of  the  events  of  resur¬ 
rection  which  were  read  from  Matthew,  Luke 
and  John  on  Holy  Saturday  and  Easter  day.  We 
had  to  wait  for  42  days  after  Easter  to  hear  from 
the  Gospel  according  to  St.  Mark  about  the 
resurrection  of  our  Lord  in  our  Church  services. 


Verses  2  to  14  is  the  account  of  the  appearen- 
ces  of  the  risen  Lord.  From  14  to  20  is  the 
account  of  the  Ascension.  We  shall  think  on 

three  points. 
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1.  Verses  15.  Go  and  preach 

2.  ,,  18.  The  sick  will  be  healed 

3.  ,,  20.  The  disciples  went  out  and 

preached 

It  must  be  noted  that  some  Bibles  have  8 
verses  only  in  the  Chapter.  The  verses  9-20  were 
found  in  some  versions  and  texts.  The  Revised 
Standard  Version  printed  these  verses  in  small 
letters.  At  the  end  in  the  RSV  there  is  the  word 
“Amen.”  The  Malayalam  translation  does  not 
have  this  ecclesiastical  full  stop. 

The  RSV  tells  us: 

“Other  ancient  authorities  add  after  verse 
8  the  following:  “But  they  reported 
briefly  to  Peter  and  those  with  him  all  that 

they  had  been  told.  And  after  this,  Jesus 
himself  sent  out  by  means  of  them,  from 

east  to  west,  the  sacred  and  imperishable 
proclamation  of  eternal  salvation  ” 

1.  Verse  15.  And  he  said  to  them,  “Go  into 
all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to  the  whole 
creation.” 

The  same  command  is  seen  in  Matthew 
28:19  as  well  as  in  Luke  24:47,  and  in  Acts  1:8. 
We  find  in  Acts  2:38  St.  Peter  replying  to  the 
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apt  question  of  the  repentent  people,  “Brethren 
what  shall  we  do?  ’,  “Repent  and  be  baptized 
every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for 
the  forgiveness  of  your  sins;  and  you  shall  receive 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit.”  Throughout  the 
history  of  the  Church  we  find  the  followers  of 
Christ  fulfilling  this  command  of  Christ  to  preach 
to  all  the  nations.  The  Church  of  the  East  can 
rightly  be  proud  of  its  long  history  of  missionary 
expansions  to  China,  Japan,  Tibet,  Ceylon,  India 
etc.  Unfortunately  much  of  its  glory  is  buried 
in  the  pages  of  the  books  on  Church  history. 
It  is  a  challenge  to  the  present  generation. 

2.  Verse  18.  “They  will  pick  up  serpents,  and 
if  they  drink  any  deadly  thing,  it  will  not  hurt 
them;  they  will  lay  their  hands  on  the  sick,  and 
they  will  recover.” 

What  a  blessing  from  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
to  those  who  obey  His  commands!  It  is  not 
mere  words.  It  appears  to  be  impossible.  But 
it  was  true  in  the  life  of  the  saints  of  yesteryears. 
Today  it  is  not  simply  true.  Today’s  preacher 
sometimes  thinks  that  it  is  not  necessary. 

Ishodad.  of  Merv,  the  Bible  cammentator  of 
the  9th  century,  comments  on  this  verse  as 
follows:  (P.  145) 

*  26 
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“This,  that  they  shall  take,  up  serpents ; 
by  serpents ,  He  alludes  to  two  things;  first, 
to  all  deadly  creeping  things;  and  second, 
to  all  the  troop  of  Devils. 

This,  that  if  they  drink  any  deadly  poison , 
it  shall  not  hurt  them ,  for  it  is  said,  that  the 
Heathen  gave  to  one  of  the  Seventy 
deadly  poison  to  drink,  in  order  that  he 
might  die,  and  he  died  not;  and  for  one  of 
the  Saints  they  put  it  in  the  Sacramental 
cup,  and  it  was  not  hurtful  to  him.” 

3.  Verse  20.  “And  they  went  forth  and  preached 
every  where,  while  the  Lord  worked  with  them 
and  confirmed  the  message  by  the  signs  that 
attended  it.  Amen.” 

From  this  verse  we  understand  that  the 
disciples  did  not  disobey  the  Lord’s  command. 
As  a  result  they  got  blessings  from  the  Lord. 
The  disciples  performed  miracles.  Because  the 
Lord  worked  with  them.  Today  quite  often  we 
try  to  do  a  lot  of  things  by  our  human  initiatives, 
we  often  think  that  it  is  our  special  abilities  and 
qualifications  that  help  us  to  succeed  in  our 
evangelistic  enterprises.  But  many  of  the 
apparent  achievements  of  our  activities  are 
superfluous.  Since  we  sin  before  him,  the  Lord 
is  not  with  us  always.  We  plan  in  our  imperfect 
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luman  wisdom  and  fail.  If  we  obey  him  in 
everything,  He  will  work  with  us  and  do 
miracles. 

It  is  said  when  St.  Thomas  came  to  India 
there  was  a  lot  of  opposition  to  him  from  some 
of  the  Hindus.  But  miracles  were  there  to 
prove  what  St.  Thomas  preached.  Therefore 
many  Hindus  got  baptised.  Not  only  words, 
but  deeds  are  essential.  The  miracles  were  a 
sure  indication  to  the  Hindus  that  St.  Thomas 
was  a  messenger  of  the  true  and  living  God. 

In  conclusion  let  us  recapitulate  the  three 
points.  First  was  a  command  to  preach.  The 
second  was  a  promise  from  the  Lord.  The  third 
was  an  act  of  obedience  from  the  part  of  the 
disciples  for  which  they  were  amply  rewarded 
by  the  Lord  by  blessing  their  ministry,  being 
with  them  and  showing  signs.  We  can  also  get 
such  blessings.  Because  the  command  of  our 
Lord  and  His  promise  are  binding  on  us  also. 
Like  the  ancient  disciples  of  our  Lord,  if  we 
dedicate  to  obey  His  command  our  witness  today 
will  be  stregthened.  May  God  bless  us  to  do  it. 
Amen. 


Pentecost  Sunday 


Western.  22  May  '88 
Eastern.  29  May  '88 


Jcbv  14:  15  -  1 8;  25  - 27 
15:26-16: 16 


Pentecost  festival  is  an  important  festival  in 
the  Christian  Church,  it  is  the  birth  day  of  the 

Church.  The  Holy  Spirit  descended  on  the  dis¬ 
ciples  on  that  day.  It  is  on  the  50th  day  after 
Easter. 

The  Jewish  Pentecost  was  one  of  the  three 
festivals  for  which  the  people  of  Israel  living 
within  20  miles  of  Jerusalem  were  bound  to  go. 
The  festivals  were  the  Passover,  Pentecost  and 
the  Feast  of  the  Tabernacles  (Exodus  23: 14-18). 
The  word  ‘Pentecost”  means  “The  Fiftieth.”  It 
was  also  called  the  Feast  of  Weeks,  a  week  of 
weeks  after  the  Passover.  The  Passover  was  in 
April  and  the  Pentecost  was  in  May.  For  the 
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ws  the  Pentecost  is  significant  in  two  ways. 

It  has  an  historical  significance.  It  was  in 
.memberance  of  the  giving  of  the  Ten  Command- 
lents  to  Moses  on  Mount  Sinai. 

Agricultural  significance.  At  Pentecost,  two 
javes  were  offered  in  gratitude  for  the  com- 
leted  harvest.  No  work  should  be  done  on  that 
iay  (Leviticus  23:21;  Numbers  28:26). 

For  Christians  this  day  became  the  day  of 
he  descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  disciples. 

1.  Verse  14:16.  “And  I  will  pray  the  Father, 
and  he  will  give  you  another  Counselor,  to  bo 
with  you  for  ever”. 

Here  vve  find  Jesus  making  a  promise  of  the 
coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  wanted  to  comfort 
the  disciples  because.  He  knew  that  they  would 
be  troubled  to  hear  that  the  ministry  of  Jesus 
was  going  to  be  concluded  soon  and  suddenly. 
After  stating  that  “If  you  love  me,  you  will  keep 
my  Commandments”  (14:15),  Jesus  was  making 
this  announcement  about  the  arrival  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  In  verse  17  Jesus  states  that  they  know 
the  Holy  Spirit  because  it  dwells  with  them. 

2.  Verse  16:8.  “And  when  he  comes,  he  will 
convince  the  world  of  sin  and  of  righteousness 
and  of  judgment.” 

Here  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  speaking  of 
the  function  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  a  very 
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important  function  to  convince  the  people  of 
their  sins.  Men  who  are  sinners  may  not  realise 
how  sinful  they  are.  But  the  Holy  Spirit  which 
is  holy  will  tell  us  about  sinful  actions. 

Ishodad  of  Merv  comments  on  this  passage. 
(Pp.  270  and  271) 

“He  will  explain  about  sin  because 
they  have  not  believed  i n  Me,  etc.  So 
solemn,  He  says,  is  the  descent  of  the 
Spirit,  that  when  He  shall  come  down 
upon  men  then  the  sin  shall  be  revealed  of 
those  who  have  conspired  against  Me;  as 
they  have  thought  to  kill  Him  who  was 
worthy  of  this  greatness  and  honour;  but 
my  own  righteousness  will  also  be  made 
known  which  I  have  spoken  in  deeds  and 
words  with  much  rectitude,  and  done  with 
justice. 

3.  Verse  16\13.  “When  the  Spirit  of  truth 
comes,  he  will  guide  you  into  all  the  truth;  for  he 
will  not  speak  on  his  own  authority,  but  what¬ 
ever  he  hears  he  will  speak,  and  he  will  declare 
to  you  things  that  are  to  come.” 

It  is  very  important  that  we  should  know  the 
truth.  Great  philosophers  have  attempted  to 
know  the  ultimate  truth.  Here  Jesus  claimed 
that  “I  am  the  way,  the  truth  and  the  life” 
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(14:6).  Now  he  is  assuring  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  will  guide  us  to  all  the  truth.  He  will 
declare  even  the  things  that  are  to  come.  Some¬ 
times  in  our  mind  we  have  doubts  not  knowing 
what  the  truth  is  in  a  given  issue.  But  we  should 
believe  in  this  promise  that  the  Holy  Spirit  will 
guide  us  to  all  the  truth.  It  is  not  on  his  own 
judgment,  it  is  what  he  hears  from  God.  There¬ 
fore  Holy  Spirit  has  an  important  function  to 
perform  in  the  life  of  a  Christian,  individually 
as  well  as  in  Church,  collectively. 

We  should  depend  upon  the  Holy  Spirit 
which  guides  our  lives  as  well  as  the  decisions 
of  the  Church.  Sometimes  we  depend  too  much 
on  human  wisdom.  But  if  we  realise  that  Holy 
Spirit  is  our  only  infallible  guide  and  Counselor 
we  should  humble  ourselves  and  submit  to  the 
moving  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  and  around  us. 

In  conclusion  we  should  admit  that  this 
lesson  from  the  gospel  is  an  announcement 
about  the  Holy  Spirit  and  its  functions.  The 
actual  working  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  not  discussed 
in  the  gospels.  It  is  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles 
we  find  the  actual  coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
And  it  was  indeed  a  great  happening.  But  this 
experience  has  to  be  repeated  in  the  life  of  the 
Church.  Then  only  the  Church  will  be  real  and 
relevant  today.  Amen. 
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